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TO THB RIGHT HONORABLE 
SIE EDMUND WALKER HEAD, BARONET. 

My dear Sir, — I venture to appeal to your respected 
name as the best introduction for the little work which 
I do myself the honour to dedicate to you. To you, 
indeed, it owes its existence. You conferred upon me 
the appointment I have the honour to hold under the 
Crown in Canada, and that appointment has given life 
to an idea, long cherished in embryo. 

The management of the Ordnance Lands in this 

• Province has thrown me upon the scenes of the most 

notable events of the late war. It has brought me in 

contact with many of the surviving actors. It has 

revived early recollections of my own. 

The achievements of 1812 were the household words 
of my childish days. For three years, I grew up among 
the men, and almost among the incidents of the time. 
In the Spring of 1815, from the Grand Battery at 
Quebec, I had watched the slow cavalcade which bore 
Sir George Prevost across the ice of the St. Lawrence, 
on his return to England. 

Fifteen years afterwards brought me back to a coun- 
try which, for thirty-three years, has been my home. 
During this long interval, the subject of the war has 
never ceased to be one of great interest. It has led 
to many enquiries, and to a gradual accumulation of 
material, which might have seen light earlier, had I 
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not been daunted by a wholesome precept of my Eng- 
lish schooling : 

Si quantum caperem, possem quoque. Non meas audet, 
Bern tentare pudor, qaam yires ferre recasent. 

That I do so now, must be ascribed, in great part, to 
the liberality of my Publisher; in some degree to the 
pressure of a belief that, under the circumstances of the 
times, the eJBFort had become a duty ; and still more, 
to the opportunity and incentive you had made. 

Permit me therefore, "^* tamparwmfi carmen, majeataa 
redpit tua^^ to offer to you, ip. your honourable retire- 
ment, this mark of respectful homage. Canada owes to 
you a deep debt of gratitude. The revival of the 
military spirit of the country is due to your fostering 
hand. At your touch the Volunteer force sprang into 
life. The spirit you infused is inextinguishable. Your ^ 
parting words will never be forgotten. As a member 
of that force, " quorum para parva fui^' I offer this 
humble tribute to your talents, your patriotism, and to 
your manly, English, independence of character, and 
have the honour to subscribe myself. 

My dear Sir, 

With regard and gratitude. 

Tour faithful servant, 

WILLIAM F. COFFIN. 
Ottawa, 2nd January, 1864. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Preamble. 

i(J>l/^ — ^like the characters on the labarum of Constantine* — ^15 
a sign of solemn import to the people of Canada. It carries with 
it the virtue of an incantation. Like the magic numerals of the 
Arabian sage, these words, in their utterance, quicken the pulse,* 
and vibrate through the frame, summoning, from the pregnant past, 
memories of suffering and endurance and of honorable exertion. 
They are inscribed on the banner and stamped on the hearts of the 
Canadian people — a watchword, rather than a war-cry. With 
these words upon his lips, the loyal Canadian, as a vigilant sen- 
tinel, looks forth into the gloom, ready with his challenge, hopeful 
for a friendly response, but prepared for any other. 

The people of .Canada are proud of the men, and of the deeds, 
and of the recollections of those days. They feel that the war of 
1812 is an episode in the story of a young people, glorious in 
itself and full of promise. They believe that the infant which, 
in its very cradle, could strangle invasion, struggle, and endure, 
bravely and without repining — ^is capable of a nobler development, 
if God wills ftirther trial. 

• Vide Gibbon, Vol. II, pp. 269, 260. 
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It is impossible for this people to ignore the portents of the time. 
The blast of war hurtles around them ; Its sights are in their eyes, 
and the sounds in their ears. They feel that they are within the 
edge of the fatal circle, and await the stroke of the cyclone. It is 
natural that, at such a time, the popular mind should revert to the 
experience of the past, and that the war of 1812 should be con- 
stantly invoked as an example and as a wsuning. 

Thus, the story of the war has suddenly become' a subject of 
interest which it is difficult to satisfy. Fifty years have come and 
gone, and of the thousands who survived the contest, how few 
remain to tell the tale or point the moral ! Within the last few 
months, three honoured men, heroes of 1812, and who emphati- 
cally deserve the title, — Sir Allan MacNab, Sir John Beverley 
Robinson, and Major-GeneraJ Evans, — have gone to their rest, fhll 
of years and well-earned distinction. The voices of those who could 
animate by eloquent experience, and guide by their counsels, 
become daily, fewer, fainter, and more indistinct ; and we turn with 
sorrowful respect from the living witnesses of the time, to those 
who bear record to the gallantry of their deeds and the nobleness 
of their motives. 

The story of the war has been told by eminent writers on both 
sides of the Atlantic. We have British and American histories ; 
we have biography ; and the pages of periodical literature have 
been, in turn, alike devoted to the events of an epoch when the 
world was a-glow with arms, and war seemed to be the main voca- 
tion of mankind; but the works of tiie general historian are 
vohmiinous and inaccessible to the masses, and the part yielded to 
Canada is unavoidably small, on an arena occupied by the embat- 
tled nations of the earth. The Canadian authorities, faithful and 
reliable guides so far as they go, are, mosfly, out of priiit and 
. scarce ; and they have been succeeded, and their places usurped 
at our own firesides, by a flood of American publications, sensa- 
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tional as they are termed, written for show, designed for sale, and, 
io this end, pandering to the worst passions of a morbid nation- 
ality. Writers of this class run, frantically, full tilt at Britain, 
her institutions and her colonies, with death's-head and maiTOw- 
bones for device ; and the bones are broiled, devilled, and seasoned 
to suit a literary taste prurient and craving as the appetite of the 
hungry ogre in the nursery tale, who snufe the wind and mutters — 

Fe, fi, fo, fum, 

I smell the blood of an Englishman : 

Be he alive, or be he dead, 

I'll grind his bones to make my bread. 

The present is therefore deemed to be an opportune moment to 
place the following pages before the Canadian public. A new 
book on an old subject may ofiFer the attraction of novelty, and, in 
the present instance, vrill possess the advantage of an anxious 
desire for truth. One great object vrill have been obtained, if it 
provides an antidote to the American literature of the day ; if it 
counteracts its influence, while it eschews its example. Nothing 
will be extenuated for the solace of British pride or to palliate 
British shortcomings ; and most assuredly nothing shall be mali- 
ciously charged to their adversaries. It will be the endeavor of 
this narration to invest the story told, as far as possible, with a 
Canadian character ; to present the war in Canada in a Canadian 
point of view ; and, while giving all honor to those to whom honor 
is justly due, still to impart, as far as can be rightly done, a Cana- 
dian individuality to this Canadian Chronicle of the War. 

This design has been greatly aided by the kindness of some few 
of the survivors of the warlike scenes of "fifty years since," 
who have embellished by the light of their reminiscences a work 
which has no other claim to originality. In justice to these ven- 
erable contributors, their names will be given in proper time and 
place, in gentle violation of the reluctant modesty ioseparable from 
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"bravery and worth, and which never has shone more brightly and 
with less of affectation, than in the present instance. 

And in the nights of 'winter. 

When the cold north winds blow 
And the long howling of the wolves 

Is heard among the snow ; 
When round the lonely cottage 

Blows load the tempest's din. 
And the good logs of Algidas 

Roar loader yet within ; 

When the oldest cask is opened, 

And the largest lamp is lit ; 
When the chestnats glow in the embers, 

And the kid turns on the spit ; 
When the young and old in circle 

Around the firebrands close ; 
When the girls are weaving baskets, 

And the boys are shaping bows ; 

When the gudeman mends his armour, 

And trims his helmet's plume ; 
When the good wife's shuttle merrily 

Goes flashing through the loom, — 
With weeping and with laughter 

Still is the story told 
How well Horatius kept the bridge 

In the brave days of old. 



CHAPTER n. 

1812— Duration of the War—Feeling in Canada. The War no Canadian qnarrel. Value of 
Canada to England at that crisis. The feeling between the British and American 
people. British pretension»— Right of Search— Besisted by the Danes— The northern 
powers— The Americans. British dilemma. Blockade of 1806. Berlin and Milan 
Decrees. Orders in CoonoiL Constructive Blockade. French and American incon- 
sistency. Troubles of neutrals. Affair of the Leopard and Chesapeake, 1807. American 
exacerbation. British excludon from American harbours. American gratitude to 
France. French sympathy in Canada a mistake. The Eastern States averse to the 
War. Affkir of the President and Little Belt, 1811. Irritation increases. President of 
United States appeals to Congress. War declared 18th June, 1812. Futile attempt to 
capture British West L[idia fleet. British disbelief in a war. 

The war of 1812 — so called in Canada — extended over three \ 
years, — 1812, 1813, 1814. War was declared by Act of Congress / 
of the United States on the 18th June, 1812. It was terminated / 
by the provisions of the Treaty of Ghent, 24th December, 1814 ; \ 
which, however, was not ratified at Washington before February J 
7th, nor proclaimed in Canada until the 21st March, 1815. / 

Canada in 1812 cared as little, as at present, for a war with her 
powerful neighbor, but, as at present, cared not to evade it. ^^ 
The ploughshare and the broad-axe are her indigenous weapons, 
only to be exchanged at the call of honor, and of the public 
safety. Defence, not defiance, has been and ever will be her 
motto. 

The war of 1812 was no Canadian quarrel. It was forced upon 
the Canadian people, and fought upon Canadian soil, to gratify the 
antipathies of two nations, too like to be loving. True it is, 
the British Canadians of the West did not belie their descent, 
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and shared, without stint, in the weakness and the strength of the 
British character ; nor can it be denied, that the French popula- 
tion of the East woke up to the fight with the gay and gallant 
spirit of their chiyalrous forefathers. But the lot of both was to 
be betwixt the upper and the nether grindstone, and both faced 
the inevitable ordeal bravely and well. 

Nor is it right to admit, as some have asserted and many have 
believed, that the assistance of England was purely gratuitous, — 
that the defence of Canada brought no compensation, that it was 
in fiict an additional burthen at a burthensome crisis; for it is 
beyond dispute, that the North American Provinces, and Canada 
especially, were indispensable to England at this period of the Great 
War in Europe. At the time that she was excluded from the 
ports of the Baltic, her best supplies of timber came from Canada, 
and the non-intercourse acts of the United States had thrown her, 
for this article, almost exclusively on the resources of the North 
American colonies. One of the strongest arguments for war in 
the Congress of the United States was that employed in 1811 by 
Mr. Porter, the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in 
reference to the conquest of Canada. " These Provinces,'' said 
the speaker, " are not only immensely valuable, but almost indis- 
pensable to the existence of Great Britain, cut off, as she now is in 
a great measure, from the North of Europe. The exports from 
Quebec only, amounted during the last year to near six millions of 
dollars, in ship-timber, and provisions for support of her fleets and 
armies." Canada, in fact, made rich return for the expense of 
defending her, by the supplies afforded to the West India colonies, 
and to meet the home demand. The war with Napoleon proved 
the value of these colonies, and a war with Russia might show it 
again. 

Little heed, however, did the men of those days give to ques- 
tions of this sort. The only question between England and her 
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colony then, waa one of mutual assistance. The men of the United 
States were shrewder calculators, but the feeling which ruled in the 
British heart was one of bitter irritation. The war, indeed, was, at 
the bottom, no quarrel between governments.. The governments 
of the day were but the instruments of the time. The real cause 
of strife was to be found in the temper of the people. It was a 
personal '' turn up " between Jonathan and John Bull. 

Inter 
Hectora Priamidem aBimosom atque inter Achillem 
Ira fuit capitalls. 

The animosity engendered between the British and American 
nations by the War of the Revolution had not been allayed by the 
peace of 1783. It had excoriated both parties. The people on 
both sides were dissatisfied with the results of the contest. Neither 
had had enough; each had still an old grudge to settle; the 
British were keen for a fight, the Americans were keener, and 
grasped at the first inviting opportunity. 

From the day when Burke exclaimed against '^ the passion which 
many men in very humble life have taken in the American war, 
and in our subject* in America, our colonies, our dependencies," 
and denounced " the syren song of ambition which has charmed 
ears one would have thought were never organized to that sort 
of music," * to the close of that contest, the spirit of the British 
people was the same ; That spirit survived the contest. They 
could for^ve the French Fontenoy and Steinkirk, they could 
exchange stem courtesy with Luxembourg or Marshal Saxe, for 
they had entertained with still greater courtesy captive French 
monarchs and marshals ; but they had no offset to the humiliations 
of the American War, nor to the victories of militia generals. \ ^T^^ '^ 
They could not give in : their umpires had done so for them, but 
they were anxious for another round. 

* Speech preyious to the election, Bristol, 1780. 
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Since the peace of 1783 the British and the Americans had 

divided between them the carrying trade of the worid. They met 

in every harbour, and in every harbour came to blows. The 

words " Yankee " and '* Britisher," with a sanguinary expletive, 

L *^ were constant tenns of mutual reproach, and the popular voices of 

. £.- *-' j New York and Liverpool swelled the chorus with accompaniments 

/ not always the most soothing ; — ^the feeling between the people was 

X^very bad. 

The Government of America shared largely in this iH feeling ;. 

The dog, to gain his private ends, 
Went mad, and bit the man. 

The Government of England in all sincerity — ^hotly pressed and 
fighting against heavy odds elsewhere — sought no additional quar- 
rel with America. But it was borne down by the burden of its 
traditions. With the pertmacity of vigorous age, it clung to the 
assumptions of triumphant and overbearing boyhood. The mari- 
time pretensions of England were, at this time, excessive. For- 
getful of all but her naval strength and hereditary renown, she 
exacted concessions she would have scorned to grant, and to which 
no spirited nation, more especially one sprung from her own loins, 
could condescend to submit. 

She insisted on the " Rigjit of Search." First, to search neu- 
tral vessels for hostile property, whether " contraband of war " or 
not ; and secondly, and still more offensively, on the right to search 
' J neutral vessels^-even the war-ships of peaceful nations — in quest 
y^ \ of deserters. The Americans, on their part, contended that the 
^ j flag covered the merchandise, that the deck of an American ship 

/ was a sanctuary, and that the pretension to search for deserters 
was a profanation and an outrage. 

In the haughty spirit of their Norse forefathers, the Vikings of 
England had, for centuries, exacted from all nations obedience in 
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the "narrow seas." The power to compel, whether it was to 
" dip a flag " or, to give up a deserter, continued to be arrogated 
and exercised. But in time, other men arose who resisted the 
imposition In 1799 the Danish frigate Haufenau had contested 
the attempt to search neutral vessels under convoy, and the Danish 
Minister, Count Bemstorf, had replied to the angry remonstrance 
of England, that " the captain of the Danish king's frigate, by 
repelling a violence which he had no right to expect, had done no 
more than his duty;" and in the summer of 1800 the Freya, 
another Danish frigate, fought most gallantly in support of the 
independence of her national flag, and, having lost two men killed 
and five wounded, struck her colors, and was carried into the 
Downs,* 

To these pretensions, followed by such acts, is to be ascribed the 
combination of the Northern powers — Russia, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Prussia — ^in 1800, to secure, as it was termed, " the liberty of 
the seas," so that neutral ships should freely navigate the coasts of 
belligerent powers — that everything but what was expressly con- 
traband should be held to be free — that the declaration of officers 
commanding ships of war should free the cargoes of their convoys, — 
and that no search should be allowed." . There can be little doubt 
but that the popular irritation upon such subjects greatly strength- 
ened the hands of Napoleon in his subsequent occupation of the 
Scandinavian kingdoms. In the year 1800, when the American 
envoys, Messrs. Elsworth, Henry, and Murray, took leave of the 
Consular Government of France, they were entertained at a ban- 
quet, where the Consul Lebrun proposed the significant toast, 
" To the union of America with the power of the North, that 
respect may be procured for the liberty of the seas." f 

As the refusal to recognize these " new regulations," as they 

• Gifford's History of the War of Ibe French Revolution, Vol. I, p. 296. 
t Ibidem. 
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were termed, was the ostensible cause of the war of 1812, it may 

be permitted here to inquire a little further, 

:i^ The innate justice of England had been early aroused to a sense 

(^'•^ of the unreasonableness of these pretensions. The Government 

^ of England was prepared to abate this annoyance by treaty stipu- 

^ lations. Indeed, in 1806, negotations to this effect were actually 

>^^ closed by a treaty between England and America, which Mr. Jef- 

^■i ferson, for reasons best known to himself, refused to ratify ; the 

s practice therefore, objectionable as it was, reverted to the statu quo 

^ ante. The principles then contended for, are fully recognized now. 

^* They have been accepted and acted upon by all civilized nations 

^ for half a century. The first nation to violate them has been the 

Americans themselves, in the late notable exploit of the irrepressible 

' ^ Wilkes. 

%j V ^ And it should be kept in mind, that, at this critical period, 
^w / England was involved in a gigantic contest. Almost single-handed, 
she had for years resisted the combined powers of Europe, grasped 
and wielded by the most extraordinary genius of modem times. 
Every means and device of war had been employed and exhausted 
) ^ \iri this stupendous struggle. This was no time for concessions 
/^ i which could only strengthen her adversaries. Indeed, as war 
^^.y / measures alone, the measures taken would have been justifiable. 
"v-\ In May, 1806, Mr. Fox, then leader of the British Govern- 
ment, had declared the coasts of France and Holland, from Brest 
to the Elbe, to be in a state of blockade, and enforced the declara- 
tion by the exhibition of 160 ships of war, under Lord Keith, in 
the Channel and on the North Sea. 

In November 1806, and in November 1807, Napoleon, by Decrees 
dated from Berlin and Milan respectively, retaliated. He declared 
• the whole British Islands to be in a state of blockade, authorized 
the seizure of any vessel, of any nation, bound to Britain, and con- 
fiscated British goods, whether contraband of war or not, found 
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sailing tinder any flag. England again retorted by further Orders 
in Council, November, 1807, declaring all countries under the 
power of France to be blockaded, whether actually blockaded or 
not; and that all products of countries so constructively blockaded, 
being taken, m the bottoms or ships of any nation, should be held 
to be good prize. 

Constructive blockade was an innovation in the enginery of war. 
It was blockading run mad. The right to blockade an enemy's 
ports in time of actual warfare had been perfectly understood, 
so long as the blockade was effectual and complete ; but the block- 
ade declared by England was of countries, not specific ports, and 
was declared to exist, whether such countries were actually block- 
aded or not. England justified her course by contending that, as 
mistress of the seas, having one thousand ships of war afloat, she 
practically blockaded the whole world. We will not pause to dis- 
cuss this process of reasoning ; bistt if fallacious and unjust on the 
part of England, how should it be designated on the part of Napo- 
leon, who, " without a single ship of the line, and only a few 
smaller vessels capable of putting to sea, declared the whole British 
Empire in a state of blockade" ?* 

It is also right to notice, that, by the French treaty of Morte- 
fontaine, to which the Americans were parties in the year 1800, the 
Maritime code, promulgated by Napoleon himself, had stipulated 
with ostentatious liberality that " the flag should cover the mer- 
chandise." Thus while England, by her Orders in Council, adhered 
reluctantly and ez nece9%itate rei to obsolete traditions, France, who, 
with great trumpeting, had abandoned all right, by her Decrees 
deUberately violated her own treaty stipulations to suit a present 
purpose. Moreover, it was felt in England, and felt sorely, that 
while' she was fighting the battle of constitutional freedom against 



* Alison., Am. ed., Vol. IV, p. 453. 
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stark despotism, and was compelled to have recourse to expedients 
she would otherwise have been willing to waive, free America' sym- 
pathized and sided with the French Emperor, that 

What in the corporal was but a choleric word, 
Was in the soldier a flat blasphemy. 

It must be admitted, at once, that the neutral was sorely tried. 
Well might he exclaim, under the conflicting circumstances, " a 
plague on both your houses." He was bandied between the dis- 
putants after a fashion equally fatal to trade and temper ; and had 
he turned with equal spirit on both tormentors, little blame would 
he have had. During this absorbing and protracted contest, 
wherein every French and every British seaman — by press-gang or 
conscription — had been claimed for the service of his country, the 
Americans, safe in their neutrality, had, by degrees, almost monopo- 
lized the carrying trade of the world ; An enormous commerce had 
grown up, upon which the British Order in Council and the French 
- ^ Decree fell with ruinous force ; and fix)m the nature of things, the 
gripe of iiie Briton outreached and outmeasured the stroke of the 
■ Gaul. The cruisers of England swarmed on every sea ; American 
vessels, bound to French ports, or to, or from, ports of countries 
^' tributary to France, were captured by scores ; while , the merchant- 
■ man bound to Britain or her Colonies, was safe except from some occa- 
sional French frigate or skulking privateer. While this state of 
>^ things existed, the bill of damages incurred on French account, was 
1^ largely against England ; but at the same time, had a kindlier or more 
kindred spirit prevailed in America, it would have been seen, that 
the interruption of the trade with France was amply compensated 
by an immense and more profitable trade with Great Britain, and 
the memory of a generous forbearance would have been productive 
of fruit to unborn generations. 

But, upon the old rankling was piled this new agony ; and in 



, f- ■ 



LEOPARD AND CHBSAPBAKB — ^WRATH OF AMERICA. 29 

1807, June 22, occurred an incident which greatly exasperated '# 
the pre-existing bad feeling. The right of search was rudely tested. ^^ 

The Leopard, a British 74-gun ship, acting under orders from the / j i 
Admiral of the North American station, overhauled in American / 
waters, the American frigate Chesapeake, and demanded the sur- "y 
render of certain alleged deserters. The demand was refused, and r 
the refusal was answered by a broadside, to which the Chesapeake 
replied, but, inferior in strength, struck her colors, having lost three 
men killed and eighteen wounded, among the latter the commander, 
Commodore Barron. The deserters were arrested and removed, 
taken to Halifax and tried, and one, convicted of piracy and mutiny, 
was hanged. 

This act was an outrage — a high-handed act of that school of 
Tritons in which Commodore Wilkes of the U. S. N. subsequently 
graduated ; but before one word of remonstrance or complaint 
could reach the British Government, this act of aggression was dis- 
avowed. Captain Humphreys, commanding the Leopard, though 
acting under orders, was recalled. Admiral Humphreys was super- 
seded, and every possible reparation made and ofiFered. It was 
declared " that the right of search when applied to vessels of 
war, extended only to a requisition, and could not be carried into 
eflfect by force." 

But the wrath of America was unappeasable — the blow, the^ 
irreparable and unpardonable blow had been struck. It was the 
natural instinct of a young and brave people. On subjects such as * 
these the British were comparatively easy, — ^their national character 
was made, but the Americans — a new nation — ^had a national charac- 
ter to make. They were, therefore, on this occasion, ".all feeling 
and raw life," and brought the brave Commodore Barron to a court- 
martial for not resisting further, where ho good was to be gained 
or honor won. 

The resentment of the American Government waa hot and hasty. 



rV 



80 CHRONICLE OF THE WAB. 

Before asking, and without awaiting, reparation, the Presid^t 
issued a Proclamation excluding from the harbors of the United 
States His Britannic Majesty's ships. As the fleets of France 
C(mtinued to enjoy access to these ports, this act was, at once, 
hostile to the former and friendly to the latter country. Jf 
England had resented the capture of the Trent with similar 
virulence, the Tuscarora would never have blockaded the Sumpter, 
for weeks, in Southampton water. But Jefferson, the representa- 
tive of the democratic principle in American politics, was Presi- 
dent of the United States. He and his party betrayed on this 
occasion, and on many more, strong hatred to England, and marked 
fevoritism towards France. It is undeniable that the American 
people owed a deep debt of gratitude to France. Lafayett-e and 
Rochambeau and De Grasse aided, and more than aided, to achieve 
the independence of America. America owed to France a grateful 
return, and exhibited her gratitude by suffering much, and saying 
little. The democratic party, eager to humble Britain, accepted 
any humiliation rather than quarrel with France. They submitted 
to the capture of ships in neutral ports, the sequestration of 
cargoes, the ransom of merchandise, with a faint remonstrance. 
French war ships seized American merchantmen at sea, plun- 
dered and burnt them, — an example which has been feebly imi- 
tated by the notorious Alabama of the present day. They con- 
soled themselves with the belief that the anticipated triumph of the 
French Emperor in Europe, would ensure their supremacy on this 
continent. They were prepared to divide the world between them. 
With this view they accepted wrong from France, and heaped 
wrong on England. England's difficulty had become -America's 
opportunity. In the words of the historian Alison, " the ostensible 
object of the war was to establish the principle that the flag covers 
the merchandise, and that the right of search for seamen who have 
deserted, is madmissible ; the real object was to wrest from Great 
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Britain the Canadas, and, in conjunction with Napoleon, extin- 
guish its maritime and Colonial Empire." 

Politicians, too, of this eariy American school, had a notion that 
French connection and the conquest of Canada were synonymous 
terms. This was a great mistake, as was found out, some short 
time after, on the battlefield of Chateauguay ; but from the first, 
it had an unexpected good effect, for the very suggestion of a 
French policy or the exercise of French influence, tested the 
British feeling still latent in the hearts of thousands of Americans. 
In the New England States, a war with England was denounced, 
which, without any just grounds, destroyed their trade and paralyzed 
their industry. Citizens of these States expressed an abhorrence of 
France, and of its rule, and protested against the contemplated 
jntroduction of French troops on this continent, which, under the 
pretext of subduing or seducmg the French Canadians, might prove 
to be subversive of their own liberties. 

It is probable, that to this worthy spirit of truthful independence, 
may be ascribed the fact, that during the whole of the ensuing war, 
the immense extent of frontier between Lower Canada and the 
States of Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine, was imassailed by 
an enemy. It is well worthy of reflection that, during the whole 
war of 181 2 no hostile irruption was attempted upon the Province, 
from Lake Champlain to the ocean. The facilities were as great 
and the temptation as strong, as when the impetuous Arnold forced 
a passage to Quebec down the valley of the Ghaudi^re. This feat, 
executed in 1775, in the depth of a Canadian winter, athwart a 
howling wilderness, offered an incentive and an example, which 
could only have been counteracted by the sober good sense and 
right feeling of the people of the Eastern States in 1812. 

Amid these diversities 
There is much wisdom to be taught and learnt. 

At this period of universal ferment, when decrees, orders in 
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cou3ic3, proclamations, non-importation and non-intercourse acts, 
embargos and imbroglios, with their mystical jargon, jfizzled, scared 
and exasperated half mankind, when America rejected Britbh 
manufactures, and prohibited the exportation of cotton and com, 
when the artisans and operatives of England were half crazed with 
famine, — occurred another untoward event, which exhibited in the 
brightest light that noble forbearance which is to this day the 
proud inheritance of a fearless people. 

On the 16th May, 1811, the British sloop of war littie Belt, of 
18 guns, commanded by Captain Bingham, was pursued off Cape 
I / Charles by the American 44-gun frigate President. America was 

^1 / \ at peace with the whole world. Commodore Rogers had nothing to 
.^]\ ] fear, and had nothing to ask, of a foreign war-ship of any nation, of 

"^ \ such inferior force. On American principles, he had no right to 

/overhaul or search. He did overhaul, and hailed ; and declared that 
he was answered by a shot, which led to a determined fight of three 
quarters of an hour between the ponderous American and his pigmy 
antagonist. The Little Belt was shot to pieces. Commodore 
Rogers, on learning the name of his adversary, politely regretted 
the mistake, and offered help. Bingham demurred to the mistake, 
and declined assistance. He could help himself, and so he did, 
and brought his small ship in a sinking state into Halifax, with eleven 
men killed and twenty-two wounded. This officer averred, with 
much reason, that his orders prohibited, and common sense forbade 
the collision he was said to have provoked. The statements on 
both sides were conflicting ; we are left to draw a reasonable infer- 
ence from the fa,cts. Rogers was tried by court martial, and acquit- 
ted amid much national exultation. The American government 
disavowed hostile instruction, and the British Government acqui- 
esced in the amende^ and made no remark. 

This offering of the cheek to the smiter does not seem to have 
been appreciated. It very rarely is. The forbearance of England 
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was honest, unselfish, self-denying, but it was entirely misconstrued. 
Neither reparation, as in the case of the Chesapeake, nor patience, 
as in that of the Little Belt, could induce a corresponding spirit. 
The temper of America had festered into rancor. The feeling of 
the governing masses was not ill-expressed in the lines of Martial : 

Non amo te, Sabidi, nee possum dicere quare, 
Hoc tantum possum dicere, non amo te. 

In November, 1811, the President officially appealed to arms. 
Congress eagerly responded by large vot«s of men and money. 
During the winter, warlike armaments were made ; in the spring, 
fresh votes of money and men. At length, and at this juncture, 
when the Emperor Napoleon, at the head of the largest army the 
world had seen, was pressing on triumphantly to the boasted subju- 
gation of all the Russias, and Wellington, squabbling with Camapil- 
las and Juntos, was preparing, in silence and apparent discomfiture, 
for a renewal of the struggle in Spain, the United States declared 
war against Great Britain; nor did they waver when they learned, 
a few weeks after, that the obnoxious order in Council, so bitterly 
resented, had at the time of the declaration of war been actually 
repealed. War was declared on the 18th of June, 1812, by Act 
of Congress. Mr. Madison, then President, who had done all in 
his power to exasperate existing ill-will, and to lash the popular 
mind to frenzy, eluded the responsibility of the fatal act, and made 
a catspaw of the legislature. 1 

" Coming events cast their shadows before," particularly to those ' C^ / 
who can shape events to suit their own purposes. The declaration ^ " r ^ \ 
of war was preceded by an embargo imposed in April, 1812, devised ^ « 
• shrewdly, to intercept all sources of transatlantic information with Eng- 
land, and to give to the spoiler her homeward bound West India fleet. 
It was well known that this rich prize would be on the Atlantic in 
May or June, unsuspecting and msufficiently protected. By closing 
their ports, the Americans cut off all communication between the 
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* .' ] '" countries, and caused great loss to their own and British commerce, 
" '^ ' tut secured, thereby, all the sailors of the impounded ships, of their 
own marine, and of other countries also, for future national service 
(Ha the ocean and the lakes. Instructions must have been given 
to the American navy loi^ before the declaration of war, for, on the 
18th June, the day on which war was declared at Washington, 
Commodore Rogers — ^red with the blood of Cock Robin — ^backed by 
a stout squadron of three frigates and two sloops, gave chase to 
the West India fleet, convoyed by the frigate Belvidera, which gal- 
lantly rescued every merchantman, and saved herself. Thus &iled 
this cute speculation on the argosies of England, and the cotem- 
poraneous invasion of Canada fared no better. 

The people and the authorities of Canada had for long been 
aUve to the imminence of a war. Standing on the brink of the 
craler they could see the daily progress of the red and angry 
torrent, destined at any moment to boil over and ravage their own 
quiet homes. A cry for support and assistance, rather than protec- 
tion, had long before gone forth, and was met, as it appeared to 
them, by an inconceivable apathy. The rulers of England believed, 
or forced themselves to believe, that the United States would never 
quarrel with their own kith and kin, and their best friend and 
customer, in imnatural alliance with the despot of Europe. They 
relied on the right feelmg, the shrewd and practical sense, and on 
the commercial interests — ^both of North and South — of democrat 
and federalist. The people of England, rallying from a staggering 
blow, looked only to then* front, regardless of the assailant in the 
rear. They were, at this moment, fighting for dear life with a 
gigantic and remorseless foe. " Three days after the American 
declaration of war, Wellington crossed the Agueda to commence 
the Salamanca campaign. Six days after, Napoleon passed the 
Nieipei;i on his way to Moscow, at the head of 380,000 mem^'^* 

• Alison, Vol. IV, ch. 78. 
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At the outbreak of tbe war^ Canada was in fisict m a defenceless 
condition. To man l^e fortresses of Quebec and Kingston, and to 
cover a frontier of 1,700 ndles in length, the whole available force 
consisted of 4,450 regulars of aQ arms. In the Upper Province, 
which presents a water frontier of 1,300 miles, there were but 1,450 l.^ \ 
soldiers, or about two men and a fraction per mile, without counting v^ 
giBurrisons. Sir George Frevost, whose qualifications partook more ^ 
of a civil than of a military character, governed the country, and 
commanded in chief. The militia consisted of about 2,000 men in 
the Lower Provmce, and perhaps 1,800 in the Upper, not all called 
oat, unarmed and undisciplined, and possessing little of the appear- 
ance or of the quality of soldiers, except pluck. 

It may well be imaged, and admitted without disparag^nent to 
aay, that, in the absence of all fitting preparation, the tocsin of 
war bore upon its echoes dfomay to many hearts. The prepara- 
tions of the enemy had been long, made and ostentatiously paraded. 
Doubtless their extent had been exaggerated, but still they were 
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immeasurably in advance of our own. Indeed the apparent su- 
pineness on our part had engendered doubt and suggested disaffec- 
tion. It is impossible to ignore the alarm, and confusion, and 
despondency, which settled down, for a time, like a black cloud upon 
the country, until suddenly, day broke through the gloom, and the 
stalwart form and sterling character of Brock strode into Kght. 

Like the white .horse in a battle-piece by Wouvermans, in every 
delineation of this war, Isaac Brock stands forth from the canvas, 
the central figure and commanding feature of the scene. It will 
not be uninteresting, therefore, to offer, at the outset, a brief sketch 
of his earlier career. He was bom in the Island of Guernsey in 
1769, the year which gave birth to Napoleon and Wellington. He 
was descended from an old and respected family. He obtained his 
first commission in 1785, served in the West Indies, was promoted 
rapidly, thanks to the havoc of climate ; and, by the force of a vigor- 
ous constitution, survived to command the 49th foot as senior Colonel 
in the expedition to Holland in 1799, where he made his mark 
under adverse circumstances. In 1801 he was selected with his 
regiment to serve under Lord Nelson, in his memorable attack on 
Copenhagen. In 1802, Brock accompanied his regiment to Canada, 
and was, for the next ten years of his life, identified with the exist- 
ence of a country which he ultimately governed wisely, defended 
nobly, and which points to his grave as the monument of his glory. 
He was a man of natural capacity, self-cultivated, resolute, and 
endowed remarkably with the qualities of forethought and foresight. 
His correspondence, imperfectly preserved, makes us regret that 
so much should have been lost.* These memorials of an honest, 
modest, and truly brave nature, have furnished the greater part of 
these details. In person he was tall and athletic, with a command- 
ing bearing and gentle manner. In private life he was irreproach- 

* Life and Correspondence of Sir Isaac Brock, hj Tapper. 
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able, universally respected by iliose who did not know him, and 
loved by those who did. His public life speaks for itself. 

In 1806, bemg senior ofiScer at the time, Col. Brock commanded 
the troops both in Upper and Lower Canada, and so threatening 
waa the aspect of affairs — six years before the war broke out — " the 
Americans being employed in drilling and forming their militia, and 
openly declaring their intention of invading the Province the 
instant that war is determined on," * that he took vigorous measures 
for the defence of the Ancient Capital, and for strengthening Cape 
Diamond. On the arrival of Sir James Craig, the new Governor 
General and Commander-in-Chief, he relinquished his temporary 
command, and returned to his regiment, which was always in 
splendid order. In 1808 he was appointed to be a Brigadier ; and 
an extract from a letter written to his brother in July of that year 
is worth reproducing here, as showing the malice aforethought 
which provoked the war — the pre-de termination to " comer" Great 
Britain — ^to compel her to resent accumulated wrong — to strike the 
first blow, — and thus to unite the disunited opinions of the people of 
the States on the unavoidable necessity of war. 

" What will be the result of our present unsettled relations with 
the neighboring republic," says Brock in 1808, " it is very diffi- 
cult to say. The government is composed of such unprincipled 
men, that to calculate on it by the ordinary rules of action would 
be absurd. We have completely outwitted Jefferson, and all his 
schemes to provoke us to war. He had no other object in view in 
issuing his restrictive proclamation ; but failing in that, he tried what 
the embargo would produce, and in this he has been foiled again. 
Certainly our administration is deserving of every praise for their 
policy on these occasions. Jefferson and his party, however strong 
the inclination, dare not declare war, and therefore they endeavor 

• Correspondence of Sir I. Brock, p. 45. 
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to attain their objects by every provocation. A few weeks since 
the garrison of Niagiura fired upon seven midrchant boats passing 
the fort, and actually captured them. Considering Ute circum- 
stances attending this hostile act, it is but too evident it was 
intended to provoke retaliation. These boats were fired upon and 
taken within musket shot of our own fori. Their balls, filling On 
our own shore, were expected to have raised the indignation <^ 
Hie most phlegmatic. Fortunately, the commandant was not in 
the way, as otherwise it is difficult to say what would have hap- 
pened. A representation of ihis affisdr has been made at Washing- 
ton, and for an act certainly opposed to existing treaties, we have 
been referred for justice to the ordinary courts of law."* 

This letter was written from Montreal, but Brock was chiefly 
employed at Quebec up to July, 1810, when he was despatched to 
take command of the troops in Upper Canada by Sir James Craig. 
He established his head quarters at Fort George, on the Niagara 
frontier, but visited all the frontier forts, remaining for s<Hne time 
on the river Detroit, absorbed in observation and preparation for 
the contest he knew to be before him. In 1811, Sir George Prevost 
peached Quebec, and in October of that year, Francis Gore, Esq., 
the Lieut.-Govemor of Upper Canada, having returned to England 
on leave. Brock, now a Major-General, succeeded him, and thus, 
at a critical moment, the civil as well as the military authority in 
the Upper Province was combined, most providentially, in the man 
most competent to confix)nt the emergency. It is instructive to 
note firom his correspondence at this time, how sagaciously he fore- 
saw, how earnestly he forewarned, and to observe how littie his 
counsels were appreciated. 

War was declared on the 18th June, 1812, but, by soine strange 
omission on the part of the British minister at Washington, the 
official notification did not reach Sir George Prevost until the 7th 

* Correspondence of Sir J. Brock, p. 45. 
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Jiily. General Brock waa not officially notified at aQ. Happily, ^-v' ^yy 

private patriotism and enterprise supplied the deficiency. Mr^ M'^fJ-^ Jt^* 

Kchardson of Montreal, afterwards the Hon. John Richardson, had \ V^ ^(^ 

lapprised the Governor General of the fact on Hie 25th June, and ^ ^^ 

the intelligence reached Brock, through a private channel, about tiie 

same time. He was then at Fort George. He made the most, at 

once, of his insufficient means. If not forearmed, he had fortu- 

aaiely been forewarned, by his own forecast. Personally he provided 

for l^e protection of the Niagara and Detroit portion of his comr 

mand. To Major General Shaw he confided the Eastern frontier, 

of which Kingston was the centre. J 

The thunder cloud soon burst; — Long before the declaration .-\ 

of war, the American government had despatched from Ohio \ 

into the territory of Michigan 2,600 men, under Brigadier- - i * 
General Hull. On the 12th July, Hull invaded Canada. He >V . 
crossed the Straits, or Detroit, as it was called by the old French 
settlers — ^the earliest of the offiihoots from tiie parent settlement 
at Quebec — ^to Sand witch; where the people, in their habits 
and language, in their horses, vehicles, and domestic arrange- 
ments, — ^where the long lines of Lombardy poplars, pear trees of 
unusual age and size, and umbrageous walnut trees, — still remind 
ihe traveller of the banks of the Loire. He landed among a sim- 
ple, inoffensive, agricultural people, indisposed to resistance, and 
thundered forth a proclamation. This document appealed to the 
fear of poltroons and the instinct of trait(»rs, denied the right of the 
red man to defend his own soil, and doomed to death every white 
man found fighting at his side. It threatened all who resisted mik 
" the horrors and calamities of war," and proffered to the recreant 
and vanquished "peace, liberty, and security." 

To this, on the 22nd July, Brock nobly replied^ that the crown 
of England would defend and avenge all its subjects, whether red 
or white, and that Canada knew its duty to itself and to its sove- 
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reign, and was neither to be bullied nor cajoled into a departure 
from it. 

On the 17tli he had opened an extra session of the Legislature 
of Upper Canada, and it must be owned that, at this crisis, the 
Legislature was despondent, and the people misgave. But a change 
in the scene speedily took place ; the noble character of Brock 
rapidly assumed its natural ascendency, the public mind became 
reassured, public confidence revived, and the lava tide of loyally, 
living though latent, surged up and blazed forth as a bale-fire, 
inextinguishable in the land. 

Loyalty to England, fealty to the crown, were the birthright 
and heir-loom of this people. The first settlei-s on the soil were 
the American loyalists, men of educated and elevated minds, who 
had undergone trials and persecutions, and a fierce fight of affic- 
tions in the cause of the King and of the " auld countree," 
and who exclaimed in the affecting language of the Psalmist: 
" When I forget thee, Jerusalem, may my right hand forget 
its cunning." They had left home, and friends, and wealth, and 
station, for a principle sanctified by its disinterestedness, and 
by the cunning of their hands had enshrined it in the heart of 
the wildeiTiess. They had borne, for long, the scofis and jeers 
of neighbors, who twitted them with a foolish choice, and who, 
until late trials, have not known the sacred impulse of a great 
cause. The reflections of the past had been to these men the only 
— the proud reward of rare sufierings and noble sacrifices. Oh let 
it not be imputed to them or to their descendants, that they have 
dwelt upon their loyalty overmuch. Englishmen make no more 
boast of their loyalty than they do of their honesty, or of their truth, 
or of any other of those manly virtues, which they justly claim to 
be national characteristics ; but, for generations, few have actually 
paid the price of their faith, and none can recall the rapture with 
which the martyrs, for conscience' sake, glory in the scenes of their 
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martyrdom. K the loud hosanna is often on their lips, the spirit is 
ever present m their hearts. If they lay claim to the " sangre azur,'* 
they are ever ready to prove its quality, and to pour it forth in the 
cause of their Sovereign and of the time-honored flag of England. 
On this emergency, the United Empire Loyalists were, as ever, true 
to their antecedents. They thronged to the banner of Brock. The 
Province rose as a man. Numbers for whom arms could not be ^- 
provided, returned disappointed to their homes. The rest did their 
duty nobly, and 

Have left their sons a hope, a fame, 
Thej too would rather die than shame. 

9 

In this interval, while Brock was exhorting his Legislature and 
forming new levies, his lieutenants in the west had not been idle. ,^ 

Hull was in a position of great anxiety; he had to draw all * " 1"' 

his resources from his rear, from distant Ohio, through ways which " ' 

could not be called roads, and which were infested by savages. 
The extent of his force increased his diflBculties ; he had too many ^^U\ 
mouths to feed, and yet he could not detach in sufficient force to 
secure his communications. Proctor, who commanded at Amherst- 
burg a force of about 350 men, threatened on his right by Hull, 
had still nerve enough to detach Tecumseh, the chief of the Sha- 
wanee Indians, across the Detroit River, to intercept a convoy 
commanded by Major Van Home. The detachment was encoun- 
tered in the bush, defeated, and scattered, the provisions captured, 
and the mail, containing the correspondence of the American 
army, fell into the hands of the savages. This occurred on the 
4th of August. On the 7th, Hull, who had crossed to the easy 
conquest of Canada, and had relied on the country for supplies 
and upon the people for reinforcements, began to be satisfied of 
his mistake. He had made one or two abortive attempts on Fort 
Maiden. Colonel Cass, the hero of Ta-ron-tee, had earned this 
designation by an heroic retreat from before a few Indians at the 
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Eividre aux Canards, wldcfa lies between Sandwich and Fort Maiden 
or Amherstbtirg. The HiviSre aux Canards, in Frehch, or the Ta* 
ron-tee, in Indian parlance, is a sluggish and sedgy stream, which 
percolates the wide marshes in tiie rear country, and unites with tiie 
Detroit about five miles above Fort Maiden. This creek was crossed, 
near its mouth, by one of the make-shift bridges of the country. 
Here, on the 28th July, Col. Cass attacked an Indian scouting party, 
which, very properly, fell back, losing one warrior, whose body was 
scalped and otherwise disfigured. The Americans thereupon retired 
with their trophy — somewhat hastily, for they did not pause to de- 
stroy the bridge, which was re-occupied next day by the British, and 
was protected by two light field-pieces. Next day also re-appeared 
Colonel Cass, under the fostering wing of Colonel McArthur, — a 
strong reinforcement — and two guns. The bridge was attacked, 
two brave men of the 41st, outlying sentries, Privates Dean and 
Hancock, with that strange and dogged perversity so common 
,) : I ic j among British soldiers, would neither retire nor give in. Hancock 
f was killed — Dean wounded and taken prisoner. After some 
exchanges of cannon-shot, the Americans again retreated ; and an 
American writer declares " the escape of McArthur and his com- 
panions to have been truly miraculous."* The proclamation, which 
Hull had fathered, but which Cass had written, was found to be 
theatrical thimder: the Canadians would not revolt; the Indians 
flocked to the British standard. At this moment the defeat of Van 
Home sounded like a knell. Hull was appalled. To cover his " base 
of supply," he thought it best to change his " base of operations ;" 
so, on the 7th and 8th of August, under the pretext of concentrating 
his forces, he withdrew himself and his army across the river, and 
resumed his occupation of Detroit. On the 9th, Proctor, apprised 
of Hull's retreat, and relieved of all apprehension on his own part, 
with commendable promptitude determined to follow up his first 

* Thompson's Sketches of the War, quoted by James, Yol. II, p. 61. 
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attempt upon Hull's line of supply, and detached Major Muir 
a<^xiss the Detrmt to intercept a much more considerable force and 
convoy en route to Fort Detroit. This expediticm was not as sue- 
cessful as the preceding. Muir, with 100 regulars, 100 militia, 
and 250 Indians, found himself at Magagua in front of Col. Miller, 
a good officer, backed by the U. S. 4th Begt. of Infantry, a part 
of the 1st Infantry, some regular artillerymen, and 400 militia^ 
— about 700 in all. Muir, with great judgment, bethought him of 
the paucity of the force on the other side of the river, and of the 
military policy which relinquishes a temporary credit for a future 
certainty, and so, ordered a retreat to his boats, which was safely 
effected. Muir and his subaltern Sutherland were both wounded ; 
the latter died shortly after. Two men were killed and nine 
disabled.. In this action of Maguaga or Brownstown, the Ameri- 
cans, who held the ground on the reiirement of the British and 
Indians, represent their own loss to have been 83 killed and 
wounded, and the Indian casualties at 100. The National Intel- 
ligencer, the American Government organ of the day, boastfully 
asserted that when tiie militia returned to Detroit from the battie 
of Brownstown they bore triumphantiy on the points of their bay- 
onets between 80 and 40 fresh scalps, which they had taken on 
the field. As no mercy was shown to the redskins by the trappers 
and borderers who constituted the militia, and as scalps were much 
prized spoils, it may be presumed that the number of these trophies 
represented fairly the number of the Indians slain.* But this 
momentary reverse was of no benefit to Hull : Brock was on his 
track, and did not give him much time to deliberate. 

But again, during this interval, while Brock at York was pre- 
paring for his swoop in the West, and his lieutenants were haras- 
sing and retarding the game, the &st British stroke of the war 
had been delivered 250 miles to the north, at Michilimacinac, in 

• James, Vol. II, p. 6. 
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the heart of what was then regarded as the Indian country. This 
island and fortress is situated at the northern extremity of Lake 
Huron, in the gorge of the Straits of Macinaw, and blocks the 
entrance to Lake Michigan. In those days it was regarded as a 
post of great importance. It is now the Gibraltar of that inland 
sea. It is strongly fortified, and makes of Lake Michigan a mare 
elau%um^ where, beyond the reach of treaty stipulations, or of 
hostile intenniptions, armaments may be planned and matured 
safely, against the rear frontier of Canada. 

The vast territory surrounding this lake, now occupied by the 
States of Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin, embellished 
by the cities of Chicago, Milwaukie, Grand Haven, and peopled by 
' 6,000,000 of inhabitants, was, fifty years since, a howling wilder- 
ness, the retreat and huntmg-gi*oimd of savage tribes, whose trsr 
ditioual treatment had taught them to put but Httle trust in the white 
man. With the American settlers their relations had been, for long, 
those of chronic collision and contest. The British had, upon an 
emergency, accepted the services of an ally whose ferocity they 
could not restrain, and of whose acts they were ashamed ; but if the 
British, in Indian estimation, had proved to be a cold and ungrate- 
ful friend, the Americans had never ceased to be a remorseless 
and grasping enemy. It is afiFectation to attempt to deny that at 
this crisis the Indian alliance was sought by both parties. Acci- 
dent and action combined to solve the diplomatic doubt by the 
weight of the British bayonet. It was well known how much 
the defence of the western frontier depended on the Indians. 
Great efforts had been made both by the British and Americans 
to secure the services of these uncertain and suspicious aux- 
iharies. Here the British labored under great disadvantage. 
Defence, not defiance, was then, as now, their motto. The policy 
of the d^y was to discountenance the idea of war. An Indian 
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alliance could only portend war. It was, at the same time, well 
known to those familiar with the Indian character, that the first 
successful blow struck in the west would attract the savage to the 
successful banner. Macinaw, as it is called for brevity, was an 
American military post in the heart of the Indian territory. Fort 
St. Joseph, a British post> established for the protection of the fur 
trade, was situated 40 miles north of Macinaw, at the debouchure 
of Lake Superior into tlie waters of Lake Huron. 

Captain Roberts, a brave and energetic officer, was in command 
at Fort St. Joseph. Brock had reinforced this post in the spring, 
and Roberts had received instructions which, although embar- 
rassed by the irregular and perplexing interference of Sii* George 
Prevost at a later period, he had prepared himself to carry out. 
On the 4th July, Brock informed Roberts that war existed, and left 
him to his own discretion.* Roberts had at hand a congenial spirit. 
The Agent of the Hudson's Bay Company was Toussaint Pothier, % 
afterwards the Hon. Toussamt Pothier, M.L.C., of Montreal, a 
French Canadian gentleman, brave, gay, poUte, ready for any 
exploit in court or camp. To him Roberts disclosed the informa- 
tion he had received, and the plan he had formed. " Pardieu, 
Monsieur," exclaimed the chivalrous Frenchman, gyrating with 
delight, — and those who remember him can well imagine his glee, 
— '^ il faut frotter ces gens la bas, joliement." With such asso- 
ciates in an enterprise, little time was lost. To a force of 33 regu- 
lars was supplemented about 160 Canadian voyageurs, half-armed 
with fowling-pieces and old muskets. Two old iron three-pounders, 
which had been used for firing salutes and astonishing the natives, 
were put into requisition; and accompanied by Pothier, who, 
like Clive in another hemisphere, had flung his pen under his desk 
and buckled on his hanger, Roberts embarked in a miscellaneous 

• Tapper's Life of Brock. 
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flotiSa of boats and canoes, attended by a small brig laden with 
stores. In the grey of the morning of the 17th July, while the 
legislators at Toronto were snoring in their beds, while the un- 
happy Hull was co^tating moodily at Sandwich, and the hero of 
Ta-ron-tee, having fluttered the wild-fowl in Duck Creek, had just 
retired victoriously, crowned with water-cresses, Roberts landed on 
Macinaw Island unmolested, got his two guns into a menacing 
position, disposed of his force ostentatiously, ordered Ins 83 regu- 
lars to the front, and bade Indians and half-breeds yell the war- 
whoop. At this summons, the American commander, who, to say 
tiie truth, was quite unprepared for an attack, felt it to be prudent 
to surrender his post, with about 76 regulars and a large quantity 
<^ military stores and valuable furs. It was the first intimation he 
had received of a state of war. This well-concerted and weH- 
ezecuted stroke was timely, and, in fact, invaluable. It secured 
the adhesion of the Indians. It disconcerted HuU, by exposing 
his rear, and was second only to tiie crowning exploit of the cam- 
paign, the capture of Detroit. 

Now cd.me Brock's turn. No man knew better than he, the 
value of vigour in war, and ihat rapid offence was often the best 
description of defence. Having ^patched at once the Legislature 
and all presang public business, on the 6th August he left York, 
now Toronto, for Burlington Bay, and from thence proceeded by 
land to Ixmg Pomt, "Point aux Pins" being the rendezvous,* 
speaking a word of counsel to the Mohawks on the Grand River by 
the way. At Long Point, he embarked with about 300 militia, aH 
volitnteers, and a few regulars, in the ordinary boats of the coun- 
try, and ran along a dangerous and unsheltered coast for 200 
miles, amid heavy rains and tempestnous weather, and exposed 
constantiy to surprise, without losing a man. His constant super- 
intendence, forethought, and precaution, inspired his followers with 

* General Order, 12 th August, Isaac Brock. 



BROCK CROSSES THE DETROIT RIVER. 47 

unbounded confidence. After four days and mghts of incessant 
exertion, the little squadron reached Amherstburg atnudnight on 
the 18th August; Brock declaring, that ^^in no instance had he 
seen troops who could have endured the fatigue of a long journey 
in boats, during exceeding bad wea4}her, with greater cheerfulness 
and constancy ; and it is but justice to this little band to add that 
their conduct throughout excited my admiration.'' * 

Here Brock encountered Tecumseh^ chief of the Shawanee 
Indians, — regaj-ding whose character and fate more wilt be said 
hereafter. It is wonderful with what an instinctive p^cepftion of 
character these two men instantly took to each other. Brock 
descried at once tiie sagacity and intrepidiiy of the Shawanee 
dbief. Tecumseh, in one of his glowmg orations, apostrc^hizes 
Brock as the warrior who, " standing erect in the bow of hk 
canoe, led the way to battle." It reminds one of Caesar's stwidard- 
bearer launching himself upon the shores of Britain. The incident 
occurred in crossing the Detroit Eiver two days after; Brock 
expoang himself, not from ostentation (for his courage was most 
unpretentious), but to win the ccmfidence and rouse the enthu- 
siasm of his Indian allies. Brock concerted with Tecumseh the 
plan of his operatioi^ against F(»:t Detroit. The chief listened 
eagerly, with glistening eyes but undemonstrative attitude. He 
expressed his approbation with Indian brevity, and his readiness 
to act by a gesture. Brock asked him, ^^ Gould the Shawanees be 
induced to refrain from spirits?" Tecuiipeh answered that 
**^ Before leaving their wigwams on the Wabash, they had vowed 
not to touch rum till they had humbled the " Big Knives," mean- 
ing the Americans. Brock remarked, " Adhere to this resolution 
and you must conquer." 

Broek acted with {mnnptitade and vigor. The correspondence 
of the American army had come into his hands by the defeat of 

* General Order, Amheratborgi 14th Aogust, Isaac Brock. 
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Van Home, on the 4th August. The despatches of General Hull 
disclosed his own misgivings and the demoralized state of the 
army under his command. Brock saw the opportunity, and grasped 
at it, at once. Witfi a force of the most miscellaneous character, 
not half the numerical strength of the enemy, he determined to 
cross the river Detroit, and beard him in his den. On the 15th 
August, he summoned Hull to surrender. The liitter took two 
hours to consider the invitation, and declined it. That night 
Tecumseh crossed the river with about 600 warriors, and occupied 
the roads and woods below Detroit, intercepting the American 
communications. The spot selected for landing was Springwell, 
four miles below tlie fort, on the only American line of retreat. 
The river at this point is about three-fourths of a mile wide, deep 
and strong. Before daybreak on the 16th, the force under Brock, 
consisting of 330 regulars and 400 militia, with four light pieces 
of artillery, crossed the river, and advanced upon the fort. He 
was flanked upon the left by the Indians in the woods,iand on 
the right by a small vessel of war, the Queen Charlotte. Brock 
led on rapidly. He had taken the measure of his foe, and 
knew that daring was the best title to success. " Of the force at 
his disposal," says Armstrong, the American Secretary of War, 
" four hundred were Canadian Militia, disguised in red coats."* 
The sequel proved the imitation not to have been a bad one. The 
York Volunteers, under Hatt, Howard, Bostwick, and Robinson, the 
men who had escorted Brock to Amherstburg, thrown out as skir- 
mishers, were well forward in the front. Astonished by the vigor, 
of the advance, and perhaps disconcerted by the uneartlily out- 
cries of the Indians, the Americans abandoned an outpost, well 
placed, strongly picketted, and defended by two 24-pounders, and 
retreated into the main fort. Preparations were made for an 
assault, when suddenly, was seen to emerge from the works, an 

* Armstrong, Vol. I, p. 35. 
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officer bearing a flag of truce. Brigadier-General Hull had 
resolved to capitulate, and proposed a cessation of hostilities. 
Articles were formalized then and there, under which tiie whole 
Michigan Territory, Fort Detroit, a ship of war, 83 pieces of cannon, 
stores to correspond, and military chest, 2500 troops, and one 
stand of colors were surrendered to the British, who, thereupon, 
betook tiiemselyes to dinner. The first act of Brock on enterii^ 
the fort was to release from captivity Dean, the gallant private of 
ihe 41st, who behaved so nobly at the Tarroohtee. He sent lor the 
man at once, and shook hands with him cordially, in front of the 
whole force.* 

The surrender of Detroit electrified all Canada. It was the^-* 
first enterprise in which the IVGlitia had been engaged, and the 
courage and success of their Volunteers animated and encouraged 
all. No more was there of doubting or of wavering ; disaffection 
slunk out of sight. Brock became the idol of Upper Canada ; and 
no man ^ver, by his dauntless example, both moral and physical, 
and by effectmg much with small means, had more honestly won 
the homage of a people. 

* Hem. : OoL A. McLean. h 
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On, — on again, with the gallant Brock and his fortunes, for on 
the fortunes of that noble man hung the fate of Upper Canada, still 
threatened by overwhelming numbers on the Niagara frontier and 
on that of the St. Lawrence. It was well known at the time, that 
the demonstrations on Lower Canada were a feint to hamper Sir 
George Prevost and retard suppUes, and that the strength of the 
enemy had been thrown on the Upper Province. On tiie Niagara 
frontier they had accumulated in great force. The indisposi- 
tion of die Eastern States for the war, and the tendency of the 
democratic malady to French hallucinations, had preserved to the 
Lower Canadians the privilege of being the last to be devoured. 

After providing for the security of his conquest, and re-assuring 
the sparse population of Michigan by a Proclamation, confinmng to 
them their property and the enjoyment of their laws and religion. 
Brock sailed on the 22nd August in the schooner Chippewa for the 
Niagara frontier. 

We may well imagine the patriotic thoughts and high aspira- 
tions which at this time thronged the active and vigorous mind of 
this thorough soldier. His correspondence with his brother tells 
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the tale in his own cheery and modest way.* He knew that he 
was surrounded. An unconscious lion in the toils, he had torn the 
meshes to atoms in one direction, and beheld with fearless eye the 
fire and the steel in his rear, and on his flank. He would neutral- 
ize numbers by activity and mm. In one week he would have 
swept the whole American frontier from Buffalo to Fort Niagara ; 
he would have dispersed the reluctant and imperfect levies there 
formed, and have destroyed the then insufficient armaments. 
Such a blow, struck at that time, would have pacified that frontier, 
averted two years of desolation and misery, and have secured for 
nobler deeds his own invaluable life. Nor was this all. This blow 
was to have been followed up by a stroke at Sackett's Harbour, j 
tiie standing menace to Central Canada, just then wakening into 
armed life, and pregnant with so much of annoyance and humilia- 
tion in after years. By the middle of September the enemy would 
have been anticipated at every point, and Upper Canada would ' / , . , 
have been safe. Bough lessons such as these might have incul- 
cated reason, and the war itself would have collapsed. 

Such, or like unto ttiese, were the patriotic plans of Brock, 
when, on the waters of Lake Erie, conveyed by the British armed 
schooner The Lady Prevost, he encoimtered the demon of obstruc- 
tion in the shape of an armistice. The British Orders in Council, 
the ostensible cause of the war, had been revoked by an Order in 
Council of the 23rd June, seven days after war had been declared 
by Congress ; and so impressed was the British government with a 
firm belief in American moderation, and in the peaceful efficacy of 
the remedy exhibited, that on receipt of the intelligence they 
merely directed that '^ American ships and goods should be brought 
in and detained until further orders," f and ^^ forbore from issuing 

• Life and Correspondence of Brock, p. 102. 

t VHa Orders in Council, October 13, 1812, and 23 JanC) 1812. 
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letters of marque and reprisal, under expectation that the United 
States would, upon notification o[ ttie Order in Council of tibe 
23rd June, forthwith recall the said declaration of war." Wb 
hopeful credulity clogged their own moYoments and those of ihfar 
subordinates, and nearly proved &tal to Canada. Prevost, pacafe 
by nature, and bound by the pacific instructions of the Impeoal 
goyemment, on learning the repeal of the Orders in Council, pre- 
sumed Mr. Madison to be as pacific as himself, and [proposed to 
General Dearborn, chief on the northern firontier, an armktiee, 
which, in terms and operation, was as useful to the enemy as it 
was un£ftvourable to us, and which all but neutralized the m(Mnd 
effect of the victories which had been achieved in the west. It 
gave the enemy time to breathe, to think, to transport stores and 
reinforcements unmolested, and, when it had served their turn, 
was repudiated by the President. It admitted of ihe removal cf 
nine fine vessels firom Ogdensburg — ^removed firom under the gusa 
of Fort Wellington at Prescott — ^to Sackett*s Harbour, and gave 
Commodore Chauncey that ascendency on Lake Ontario which 
enabled him subsequently to destroy Little York.* Brock urgently 
renewed his instances. He was then at Kingston. ^^ Attack Saek- 
ett's Harbour firom hence. With our present naval superioii^, it 
must fall. The troops at Niagara will be recalled for its protec- 
tion. While they march, we sail ; and before they can return, the 
whole Niagara fi-ontier will be ours." In reply. Brock received 
peremptory orders from Sir George Prevost to do nothing ; to remain 
on the defensive and not provoke the enemy. It is just to believe 
that m doing this, the Governor General but obeyed the peremptory 
and painful orders of his superiors. Within his own sphere he had been 
prompt and energetic. He had c<Navened the Legislature of Lower 



• Narrative of Simon Van Baaselaor, Llent^Ool., AJ).0. to Geo. Tan 
Ranselaar, Niagara. 
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Cttttada on ike fbrst romouf <^ war, and had obtained from them 
cordial support.* They indorsed his " Army BiUs '* to the extent 
of #1,000,000, and tii^y voted #60,000 for five years, to meet the 
interest and expenses. By a preceding Act of May of the same 
year tiiey had authorised tiie embodiment of 2000 miUtiamen, and 
in the event of war, the calling out of the whole militia force of 
the Province, and measures had been energetically taken to ^ve 
effect to tiiis legislation. 

** A cordon was formed along the frontier of Lower Canada from 
the Yamaska to St. Regis, where the line of separati<m between 
the United States and Canada touches the St. Lawrence, con* 
sisting of Canadian Yoltigeurs and part of the embodied Militia^ 
A light brigade of eUte^ regulars and militia, was formed at Blair- 
fin<£e, under the command of Lieut. Cd. Young of the 8th 
B«gt., consisting of the flank companies of the 8th, 100th, and 
103rd Regts., with the Canadian Fencibles, tiie flank companies of 
the 1st Batt. of Embodied Militia, and a small brigade of the 
Royal Artillery with six field-jfteces*t 

*< On the Montreal frontier the road to the United States from 
the camp at L^Acadie through BurtonviQe and Odeltown was ren- 
dered impracticable by abMiB. The Vdtigeurs, with extraordir 
nwy perseverance, etfected this fetiguing duty in short time, under 
the superintendence of their commanding officer. Major de Sala- 
berry.J 

" On the other hand, the Americans augmented their prepara- 
tions rapidly, and Gen. Dearborn threatened Montreal with inva- 
skm by St. Johns and Odeltown. Their force at Niagara and on 
the Niagara frontier, under Brig.-Gen. Van Ranselaer, was already 
formidable, and affinrded good ground of apprehension to Gen. 
Brock of a speedy irruption from that quarter ; while Gen. Har- 

• 16th July, ISia. t Chrifltle, Tol. II, p. 40. J Ibid. 
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risen was actively employed in collecting an army at the riyer 
Raisin, near Detroit, firom Ohio and Eentacky. The naval estab-* 
lishment at Sackett's Harbour in the meantime increased with 
celerity, and the ascendency of their fleet on Lake Ontario was, by 
the indefatigable exertions of Commodore Chauncey, now almost 
establirfied." * 

Two insignificant affidrs occurred on the Upper St. Lawrence, 
this early autumn, but little creditable to either party. Capt. 
Forsyth with 150 riflemen crossed from the American »de (on Hie 
9th September) to Gananoque, where he fluttered the turkeys, 
captured a few old muskets, wounded the wife of a militia officer 
who kept a store there, burnt the building and its contents, and 
returned home with a good deal of predatory exultation. 

En revanche^ and provoked by frequent interruptions of his con- 
voys from Montreal, Col. Lethbridge, in command at Prescott, at- 
tempted a descent on Ogdensburg, opposite, in open day. He pushed 
oflF, on the 4th October, in the forenoon, with a force of 750 regulars 
and militiamen, in 25 batteaux, escorted by two gun-boats. They 
were received by a heavy fire of artillery, boats were struck and 
sunk, some disabled, all fell into confusion. The flotilla dropped 
down the stream out of fire, and returned whence they came, with 
three men killed and four wounded. It was a rash and unauthor- 
ized enterprise, ill-concerted, and led with more of courage than 
conduct. 

Brock, chafing but obedient, had returned to Niagara. He 
writes thence to his brother, 18th September 1812 : " A river 
about 500 yards wide divides the troops. My instructions oblige 
me to adopt defensive measures, and I have evinced greater for- 
bearance than was ever practised on any former occasion. It is 
thought that without the aid of the sword the American people 
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may be brou^t to a due sense of their own interest. I firmly 
believe tiiat I could at this moment sweep everything before me 
between Fort Niagara and Bufialo. . . . The militia, being 
principally composed of enraged democrats, are more ardent and 
anxious to engage, but they have neither subordination nor disci- 
pline. They die very fast. It is certainly singular that we should 
be two months in a state of warfare, and that along this widely 
extended frontier not a single death, either natural or by the 
sword, should have occurred among the troops under my command, 
and we have not been altogether idle, nor has a single desertion || 
taken place." ♦ 

The " enraged democrats " at length brought things to a crisis. 
The American leaders had assembled on the Niagara frontier, — 
36 miles in length from BuflFalo to Fort Niagara — a force of about 
6,000 men. A large number consisted of militia, of whom Col. 
Baines, having encountered them on his oflScial visit to Gen. Dear- 
bom, says to Brock : " I found a very general prejudice prevail- 
ing with Jonathan of his own resources and means of invading 
these Provinces, and of our weakness and inability to resist, both 
exaggerated in a most absurd and extravagant degree." * 

These paladins, with little discipline, and no subordination, 
exhibited great impatience at what they were pleased to term, the 
dilatoriness of their oflScers, in not " clearing out the British fron- 
tier right oflF," and their impetuosity was greatly sharpened by a 
successful exploit on the part of Lieut. Elliott of the American 
Navy, who was then engaged at Black Rock in fitting for service 
an armed schooner. This o£Scer, backed by 100 good seamen, in 
ike early morning of the 9th October, boarded and carried, oflf 
Fort Erie, the brig of war Detroit, and the private brig Caledonia, 
laden with stores and spoils from Amherstburg. This feat, which was 
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well and gallantlj done, eonld never have been attempted, had not 
Brock^ at an earlier period, been restricted to defenrive measures. 
Black Bock and its batteries would have disappeared, and &e 
armed vessel EUiott had in hand, would have been in ours, or in 
flames. As it was, the Detroit grounded and was destroyed, bat 
the edat of ihe exploit turned the heads of the gallant militia, and 
Aej mwB^ij incontinentlj, dther to be led to victory or to go 
home. 

General Van Ranselaer, who commanded the whole force, was 
manifestly under ihe impression tha4; a good deal of glory was to 
be got at small risk, and was unwilling to allow the glittering priarai 
to slip through his fingers. He had been informed by a deceitful 
spy, Ihat Brock had left for the Detroit finontier. He resolved 
tiierefore, on the adventure. On the morning of the 11th October, 
an attempt was made, but failed. Boats were wanting — oars w^re 
deficient — ^it rained hard, and the general prospect was disagree- 
able. The attack on Queenc^xm heights was, m consequence^ 
deferred to the 13th. 

There is not on this c(»itinent a more imposing situation or a 
lovelier scene, than is presented from the noble plateau immortalized 
as Queenston Heights. Rising in rich undulation fix>m ihe alluvial 
diore, which, at a distance of seven miles, subsides into Lake 
Ontario, they form the height of land through which, for twenty 
miles back, the river and cataract of Niagara cleave their resist- 
less way. They trend away westerly until they reach Hamilton, 
and constitute the great embankment which dams back the superin- 
cumbent waters of Lake Erie. The approach to the heights from 
the village of Queenston is strikingly beautiful. It reminds eaa 
Englishman of the grassy glades and hanging woods of his native 
land. An ascent of 250 feet, tortucms aud brdcen, is now crowned 
by a grand column of bufi* sandstone, artistically designed, and not 
unworthy of the memory which Canada reveres. Brock's monument 



PASSAGE OF THB NUGAEA — STRTtGOLE AT LANDDTG. St 

jsutredit to the taste and gratitude of the coimtiy. From the smmnit 
the eje commands a varied landscape (^ woodland and farm land, <^ 
tmibrageous forest and rich cultivation — of village and of viHa — 
chnrch spire and cosy homestead-^the bine Ontario in the distance, 
flecked with sails ; such as may well gladden the hearts of those 
tmder whose eye the land has grown, and make Ihem glory m the flag, 
emblematic of the system, which fosters and protects it. The noble 
river, boiling, rushing, eddying, — ^which, 600 yards wide, rushes 
flirough the gorge at the right hand side of the spectator, now 
spanned by a gossamer bridge, 800 feet of wire tracery, — sepa- 
rates, as wiih a barrier of steel, the " clearings " of experiment 
from the domain of experience — the United States from British 
territory. On that rich October morning, glowing with the gorgeous 
tints of the autumnal foliage, and softened by the mellow haze of 
the first flush of the Indian summer, how attractive must have 
been that lovely scene to the eye of the American invader, 

V Baptized in molten gold and swathed in dan. 

In the early morning, before day broke, the desperate few, the 
" forlorn hope," had manned the first boats, and under the com- 
mand of Colonel Van Banselaer, gained the Canadian shore. 
The force there stationed consisted of two companies of the 
49tii and about 200 of the York militia. One 18-pounder gun 
was in position, on a spur of tiie heights, and a carronade raked 
the river from a point about a mile below. The American force, 
covered by the fire of two eighteen pounders, and two field 
pieces from their own side, eflFected a landing with litfle loss. 
One o£Scer was slain in ihe boats by a ball from the gun at 
the point. More troops and some militia-men crossed, until about 
1,300 men were in line, and in fr*ont of them the British outposts. 
Hhe resistance made was desperate ; ihe assailants were as resolute. 
The voices of the American oflScers could be heard above the rattle 
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of ih© musketry with the cry of " On men ! on ! for the honour of 
America." The reply, again, was a (logged cheer, and the rattle of 
musketry. In a short time, Col. Van Ranselaer was desperately 
wounded in four places. Good men and officers had fallen around 
him. The captains commanding the 49th companies had both fallen 
wounded. The fire of the 18-pounder was of no avail in that part 
of the field. It would have been more fatal to friend than to foe. 
At this moment Brock rode up. Awakened at daybreak by the 
firing, and fully anticipating attack, he called for his good horse 
Alfred, and, followed by his staff", galloped up from Fort George. 
He passed without drawing rein, through the village, reached the 
18-pounder battery, dismounted, and was covering the field through 
his telescope, when a fire was opened on the rear of the field work 
from a height above, which had been hardily gained during this 
brief interval by Captam Wool and a detachment of American 
regulars, up an almost inaccessible fisherman's path. The volley 
was promptly followed by a rush; Brock and his suite had no time 
to remount; they quickly retired with the twelve men who manned 
the battery. There was neither space, nor time, nor thought, for 
generalship — all was sheer fighting. Williams of the 49th, with 
a detachment of 100 strong, charged up the hill against Wool's men, 
who were repelled, but reinforced, charged again ; notwithstanding 
which " in the struggle which ensued the whole were driven to the 
edge of the bank." * Here, with the storming foe before them, a 
precipice of 180 feet behind, and the roaring Niagara beneath, some 
craven spirit quailed — an attempt was made to raise the white flag — 
Wool tore it down and trampled it under foot. The re-inspired regulars 
opened a scathing fire of musketry ; Brock who, in front, roused 
beyond himself, had forgotten the general in the soldier, conspicuous 
by his height, dress, gesture and undaunted bearing, was pointing to 

• Wool's letter to Van Ranselaer, Buffalo, Oetober 23, 1812. 
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the hill, and had just shouted " Push on the brave York Volun- 
teers," when he was struck by a ball in the right breast, which passed 
through his left side. He fell. His last words were, that his death 
should be concealed from his men, and that his remembrance should 
be borne to his sister. Thus fell, and thus died a brave soldier, an 
able leader, and a good man, who honoured by his life and ennobled 
by his death the soil on which he bled, and whose name remains, 
ever beloved and respected, a household word and a household 
memory in Canada. 

Shortly after, McDonell, his Aide-de-Camp, a Lieut.-Colonel of 
Militia, and Attorney-General for Upper Canada, obeymg the last 
behest of his chief, leading on the " brave York Volunteers " aiid 
breasting the hill on horseback, was struck from his saddle. He 
died next day, and, regardless of self, his last thoughts were with his 
departed commander and friend. 

The charge of the Volunteers had compelled the enemy to spike 
the 18 pounder and retire ; but at this moment, the best officers 
and bravest men down on both sides, and the rest exhausted, a. lull 
took place in the fighting. The Americans retained the hill, with 
the precipice at their backs ; the British retired under cover of the 
houses on the outskirts of the village. Both parties looked for 
reinforcements. 

As has been before remarked, the Americans occupied at this 
time a position full of peril. Though Wool had received an acces- 
sion of force, their number was unequal to the adventure, and they 
were cooped up on the brow of the hill, with their foe in front, whose 
strength they knew must increase, and the beetling precipice and 
the boiling river in their rear. Nothing could save them but a 
retreat, or large reinforcements. The first expedient was im- 
practicable. The reinforcements were within sight, within call,yet 
denied their aid. The " enraged democrats " had abated all their 
savagery. The men, a few days before, so desperate to do or die, 
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quailed at the sight of danger, and urged qualms of conscieneei 
and constitutional scruples as a plea for tiieir poltroonery. Canada 
forsooih was not New York Stote, and they could not lawfully 
risk their preeioos lives, except in defence of Uieir native soil. 
The brave men on ike opposite hill-side were, therefore, left to 
iheir fate. 

On the other hand, Greneral Sheaffid, who commanded at Fort 
€Feorge, had, under instructions from Sir Isaac Brock, got his 
men together on the first alarm. With about 800 regular's of tibe 
41st and 49th regimentsr, two companies of Lincoln militia, and a 
handful of Indians, he had followed rapidly to the scene of the 
conflict. He took the road from Newark to St. Davids, which 
enabled him to debouch on the heights about two miles to the west 
of Queenston. He heard, on his way, of the fall of Brock, and 
pushed on the more eagerly, to avenge his death and retrieve the 
day. With all his speed, marching through roads such as they 
then were, he could not reach the Plateau long before noon. Here 
he was reinforced by Norton, and Brant the younger, Indian chiefs, 
and a body of their fc^owers, and by about 200 volunteer militia 
men from Chippewa, making the whole force equal to 800 men. 
It wUl be seen, at once, tiiat the invaders were surrounded, 
their backs to the river and to their own recreant countrymen, 
Queenston with its defenders breathing vengeance on their 
ri^t, and Sheaffe on their front and left flank. Gradually and 
systematically, the fatal semicircle of fire and steel narrowed 
and thickened. Wool, who had bravely done his best, was down 
with wounds. Scott, who has since filled so large a place in the 
history of his country, succeeded him, and not unworthily. The 
Americans fou^t on manfully, but hopelessly. The fatal semi- 
circle narrowed more and more — a volley here— -scattered shots 
there — amid the wild yell of the Indian, the shout of the soldier, the 
Ariek of the wounded, the hoarse word of command, — amid smoke 
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wd dust, and tmnnlt, and groans and execration, the last vengefid 
rush was made, and every living ADaericau swept from the simmut 
of that blood-stained bill. 

Of the survivors, part scrambled down by the path they had 
ascended, part clm^g to rocks and i^rubs endeavoured to escape, 
but the lithe Indian proved the better cragsmau, and the descent 
was fearfully accelerated. Many were dashed to pieces : many 
drowned — ^two men were seen to strip deliberately, and take to the 
whirling river, remarking sigmficantly, that they might as weH 
be drowned as hanged. Here, on the roclqr selvage, at the 
foot of overhan^g cli&, unarmed and defenceless, the remamder 
assembled and, at once, resolved to surrender.* Scott, accompanied 
by Captains Totten and Gibson, with Totten's cravat attached to 
his sword pomt, not without great danger irom the infuriate savages, 
emerged from the rocks, near where the Suspension Bridge now 
stands, and meeting a British picket, were conducted to General 
Sheaffe. Short was the parley between men in their condition, and 
a commander in whose hands were life and safety. Major-Genend 
Wadsworth and about 1,100 American ojficers and soldiers surren- 
dered, unconditio9ially, prisoners of war. The American loss by 
bullet, steel, and flood, had been near 400 men. 

Among the present residents, whom the fortunes of peace 
have cast on our frontier, is one John McCarthy, who served in 
the American regulars at the battle of Queenstcm heights. He 
now lives between old Newark (Niagara) and Queenston. He 
relates that, in preparation for the last assault of the British, the 
American ofiScers caused their men to load and lie down, with 
the order not to rise or fire a shot until they '^ got the word." 
Twenty jnsax were detailed at intervals in the rear, with pieces 
.loaded, and directions openly gjLven, to shoot down any man disobey- 

'" " » ' ' ' ' J -■ I I ' m » .'Ill ^1 II I ■■ II I iriM II Ill Ml > 
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ing the first order. He states that the British were within forty 
yards before the word came, that the volley was instantaneous and 
fatal, but never stopped the rush, which cleared the hill like chaff 
before a gust of wmd. 

The British force engaged during the day consisted of the 
remnants of the two companies of the 49th attacked in the 
morning who had been bravely sustained by Cameron's, How- 
ard's, and Chisholm's companies of the York militia. Sheaffe 
brought to their support 380 of the 41st. Crook's and McEwen's 
flank companies of the 1st Lincoln ; Nellies and W. Crook's 
companies of the 4th Lincoln, Hale's, Durand's, and Applegate's 
companies of the 5th Lincoln, Major Merritt's yeomanry corps, 
and a party of Swayzee's militia artillery. Colonel Clark of 
the miUtia came up from Chippewa with Capt. Derinzys' and 
BjuUock's company of the 41st, Capt. R. Hamilton and Stone's 
flank companies of the 2nd Lincoln and Volunteer Sedentary 
militia. Young Norton, Brant the younger, and about 60 Mo- 
hawks. A company of colored men under Captain Runchey was 
on the ground, and did good service. The whole force at the close 
of the day did not exceed one thousand rank and file. Of this 
number about 80 were killed and wounded, Lidians included. 

The British had been greatly exasperated by the fatal event of 
the morning. The men of Lincoln and the " brave York Volun- 
teers " with " Brock " on their lips and revenge in their hearts, 
had joined in the last desperate charge, and among the foremost, 
foremost ever found, was John Beverly Robinson, a U. E. Loyalist, 
a lawyer from Toronto, and not the worse soldier for all that. His 
light, compact, agile figure, handsome face, and eager eye, were 
long proudly remembered by those who had witnessed his conduct in 
the field, and who loved to dwell on those traits of chivalrous loy- 
ally, energetic talent and sterling worth which, in after years, and 
in a happier sphere, elevated him to the position of Chief Justice 
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of the Province, and to the rank of an EngUsh Baronet. The 
late lamented death of Sir John Beverly Robinson, Bart., and C. B«, 
demands, as an homage to the grief of Canada, this passing tribute 
to his memory. Bright names hallow story as well as song. 

Thus terminated this remarkable contest. It has been the practice 
of all writers, with pardonable partialiiy, so far to identify Brock 
with Queenston heights, as to make his name inseparable &om the 
victory ; but, honor to whom honor is justly due, and Brock was 
the last man to deny it to an old firiend who had fought by his 
mde in the 49th, in many a stricken field. The battle was won by 
SheaflFe — a U. E. Loyalist, bom in Boston, who had served the kmg 
from the days of Bunker Hill. Brock lost his life early in the 
morning — the fight flagged in consequence — was re-fought, and 
won by Sheaffe at 3 in the afternoon. Sheaffe was rewarded for 
his success by a Baronetcy. Brock died unconscious of the honors 
he had earned. On the day of his death, at the foot of Queenston 
heights, the guns of the Tower of London proclaimed his victory at 
Detroit. He had been made a Knight of the most honourable 
order of the Bath. His banner and his spurs were laid upon his 
tomb. Like a wreath of " immortelles," they cover a solitary name, 
" alone in its glory." Brock died unmarried. His remains were 
interred with those of his Provincial Aide-de-Camp, Col. McDonell, 
at Fort George, in a cavalier bastion which had been constructed 
under his superintendence. On the erection of the column to his 
memory at Queenston heights, they were removed, and rest there. 
The soldier who commanded at the American fort, Niagara, on the 
occasion of the funeral, hoisted his flag half mast, and fired minute 
guns during the ceremony, shot for shot with our own.* 

* It may b« pardoned to the pen which traces these lines, if it is inspired hf 
something of an hereditary interest in the events narrated. The chief mourner 
at the funeral of Brock was General Sheaffls. Two of the pall bearers were 
Liettt.-Golonel Goffin, Provincial Aide de Gamp, and James Goffin, Esquire, 
Deputy Assistant Gommissarj General, both uncles to the writer. As General 
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A pietoresqtie incident of this semi^aTage warfare is related. C<fl* 
Scott, by his stature aod intrepidiiy daring the day, had attraoted 
the particular attention ol the Indian Chieftains. Fortune favour- 
ed him so &r, that his escape was ascribed to some pecidiar 
" medicine," or to witchcraft. On the evening of the day of the 
surrender, Scott was dining with General Sheaffe,. when a mesaengjer 
came from persons without, wIm) wished to speak with the ^^ taU 
American." Scott rose, wi& a jocular observation, and {NKh 
ceeded into the narrow entranoe, where he found himself confroafe- 
ed by two Indians, Jacob Nortcm and Brant tiie young^^ 
The latter in English, rafudly questioned him ^^ as to his wounds,^' 
^' balls tiirough his clothes," ^' they had fired at him all day 
without effect." The former somewhat rudely took the Colosicd 
by the arm, as if to turn him round (or xnspecticm. Scott 
indignantly flung the intruder from him, exclaiming ^^ Hands off, 
you scoundrel : you shot like a squaw." The Indian Uood wa0 
roused instantaneously, knives and tomahawks were drawn. Seott 
grasped his sword, but the odds were against him in « narrow pai- 
sage, when, in at the door way stepped Colonel Coffin, P^vinic^al 
Aide-de-Camp to General Sheaffe, who seeing tiungs at a gbaee, 
drew a pistol and put it to Norton's head, callmg for assistance, 
which in one moment was on the spot from the room behind. Th0 
Indian Chie&, recovering from their sudden gust of passion, and 
abashed by their own violence, slowly dropped their am^, mi. 
retired. The officer to whom Scott posEobly owed his life was thi^ 
Aide-de-Gamp to the General, and on the 14th January Mowiogy 
was appconted Depuiy Adjutant General of tiie militia of VfSffir 
Canada, which poirt he filled with universal respect, for iawmiyti^ 
years.* 

1 •: . r-r. -^ :- ^. ■ -. J« ' 

Sheaffe had married their sister, and was their first cousin, his name is ad4^4i 
with, it is belieyed, a not ignoble pride, to the familiar ]»cord of men whpr^^lf 
U. E. Lojalists — ^had served their king and countrjr trulj in times of ti^L 
• Kansfield's Life of Scott, p. 47 ; Stone's Life pf Brant, Vol. n, p. 214. | 
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Jkmilstiee between ShoAflte and Van Reneelaer. Eastern frontier— Allkir at 8t.Begis. ''Cap- 
ture of a stand of colors "—Retaliation. Hard frost below— Pleasant weather west. 
American squadron and Commodore Earle. Gallant exploit of the Canadian schooner 
Slmooe. Chauncey and Captain Brock. Armistice between Smyth and Sheail^ termi- 
nated. Descent on Canadian frontier. Americans repulsed. Fort Erie summoned. 
Bishop wont give up. Smyth retires into winter quarters, and goes south. United 
States disunited on the waiv-Canada unanimous. Sufferings and spirit of the people. 
Loyal and Patrlotie Society. 

It is unfortunate that Sheaffe, if lus own master, should have 
marred the fair proportions of his success by an armistice which has 
given rise to much animadversion. He apparently might, and if he- 
could, he ought to have crossed the river forthwith, and to have 
swept the coast of the renegade crew who had disgraced our com-^ 
mon manhood, and the Niagara frontier, on both sides, would have 
been spared much of future evil. Brock, as he got into his saddle 
on the morning of his death, had ordered Major Evans of the 8th 
Begt., who remdned in command at Fort George, to open fire on Fort 
Niagara, directly opposite, and so effectually was the order obeyed, 
that, in a short time, the place was dismantled and abandoned, and 
might easily have been taken possession of the following day. But it 
should be kept in mind, that Sheaffe had to protect a frontier of 
86 miles with about 1500 men — that he had on the other side 
6000 opposed to him ; that in assailing the enemy's frontier he 
exposed his own to superior numbers at remote points, and that a 
Mlure on his part would have been a sacrifice of the successes gained,, 
would have opened the^ road to Burlington Heights and York, would^ 
have thrown the enemy in Proctor's rear, and have endangered the 
safety of the Province. Independent of the rashness of an advance, > 
tliere were in fawmt- of an armistice mluiy Bubstaatial grounds*. 

B 
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As before said he was weak, in face of an enemy superior in num- 
bers, and embarrassed bj a crowd of prisoners, whom he had to 
guard as well as feed. He expected reinforcements, the safe and 
speedy arrival of which would change the aspect of affairs. It is 
obvious too, that he acted under unseen pressure, and that, in this 
respect, he was not his own master. Temporizing was the govern- 
ment " order of the day ;" Sir George Pre vest had imposed it upon 
Brock, he in his turn had impressed it upon Proctor in the west, 
and Sheaffe, with soldierly subordination, did as he understood.* 
Sir George Prevost disapproved of this armistice when reported to 
him ; but the British ministry, as Sir George said, had " ham- 
pered the contest with strange infatuation," and it cannot be 
wondered at, that absorbed in a vast life-and-death struggle in 
Europe, they prayed to be ridded, by any concession, of the wor- 
riment of a petite guerre in America. On the spot, and in our 
own view of our own interests, we see things in a larger and truer 
'j[)oint of view ; and it should be kept in mind that the propriety of 
.the armistice was never questioned in England. 

The Americans were nothing daunted by this reverse. To the 
popular eye, the disaster at Queenston heights read as a success. 
The authorities, as well as the writers of the day, spoke of the death 
of Brock, as they now do of the fall of Stonewall Jackson, as 
equivalent to a victory. It has even been contended that the 
temporary tenure of the^ crest of the hill, up to the arrival of 
the reinforcements under Sheaffe, was in itself a victory. The 
British held the Redan in front of Sebastopol for two hours, 
before they retired, and yet it may be doubted if any American 
writer would admit this honourable feat of desperate valour to be 
a success. 

But successes of another and unexpected character — sue- 
cesses on the ocean, to be enlarged upon hereafter, had, at this 

**Life and Gorrespondence of Broek« Topper, p. 116. 
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critical moment, elated the mind of the government and people, 
and imparted an immense impulse to the national energies. The 
reluctant good sense of the country was drowned in the general 
intoxication. The government urged on with vigour its preparations 
for further invasion. Late as the season was, they had calculated 
to take Canada at a disadvantage, when hermetically sealed by 
winter from extraneous help ; and, to impart to the tragedy, which 
had been enacted amid the melodramatic scenery of Niagara, its 
due proportion of farce, they appointed one General Smyth to the 
command. This gentleman was the Bombastes Furioso of the day. 
In proclamations he stands unrivalled. Never was there " a most 
noble army" more "bethumped by words," — ^but his exploits 
appear to have been limited by phrases. 

Leaving General Smyth to apostrophize his " Hearts of War," 
in front of General Sheaffe, we will proceed to the New York fron^ 
tier of Lower Canada, where General Dearborn had assembled 
10,000 men, and from Plattsburg menaced Montreal. But the French 
Canadian militia, like the dragon's teeth sown by Cadmus, sprang to 
arms ; the land bristled with bayonets. Major de Salaberry, in the 
infancy of his fame, had the command of the outposts, and, under 
his inspiration, these undisciplined levies speedily showed that they 
were too much in earnest to be trifled with. After some parade 
of demonstration, on the 20th November, an attack was made on a 
picket at Lacolle, by a force from Champlain Town. The picket 
consisted of frontier militia and a few Lidians under Col. McKay, 
of the North West Company, who had borne the news of the war to 
Mackinac, had returned to Montreal, to throw himself into the field 
at the head of his Indians, and who, in 1814, performed services 
still more important in the capture of Prairie du Chien on the 
Mis£dssippi.* This gentleman so handled his small force, that th» 

* Gol. WiUiam McKay was &ther of Robert HcKaj, Esq., an eminent adyo* 
•ate of Montreal. 
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enemj, in the dark, fired upon their own people, killing severaly 
and then, much disconcerted, feU back on Ghamplain Town, fix>m 
whence they came ; and thereupon Dearborn, in deference to the 
mandates of climate, retired into winter quarters. 

On our way back from the Plattsburg-Montreal section of the 
international firontier, we will touch at the Indian village of St. 
Regis where the line 45° strikes the St. Lawrence. It is the 
westernmost, and extreme point of the frontier between Lower 
Canada and the State of New York. The Upper Province on the 
north shore of tibe St. Lawrence and Lakes had been formed into 
three military divisions — ^left, centre, and right — the left extending 
upwards from the old French fort of Coteau du Lac, up the line of 
the St. Lawrence, included Kingston. The centre embraced York 
and the Peninsula of Niagara ; the right comprehended the Detroit 
frontier and the Upper coasts of Lake Erie. St. Regis in Lower 
Canada, on the south shore of the St. Lawrence, opposite to Corn- 
wall, was surprised on the morning of the 23rd October by a force 
of 400 men det^led from Plattsburg. The outpost or picket, 
at this point, counted of twenty men and an officer of Canadian 
Yoyageurs. Lieut. Rototte, Sergeant McGiUivray, and six men 
were killed, the remainder taken prisoners. In a cupboard of the 
wigwam of the Indian interpreter, was found a Union Jack, on gala 
days the worthy object of Indian adoration. This windfisdl was 
announced to the world as the " capture of a stand oi colors,** 
" the first colors taken during the war." Dozens of them might 
have been obtained, at far less cost, in any American shipyard. 

This affiront was resented forthwith. On the 23rd November, small 
parties of the 49th Foot and Glengarry Light Infantry, supported 
by about 70 men of the Cornwall and Glengarry militia, about 
140 m all, under Lieut.-Colonel McMiDan, crossed the St Law- 
rence and pounced on the American fort at Salmon river, opposite 
to St. Regis. The enemy took to the block-house, but finding them- 
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selves surrounded, surrendered prisoners of war. One' captain, 
two subalterns and forty-one men were taken, with four batteaux 
and fifty-seven stand of arms. No " stand of colors'' was captured 
with the Americans, as it is not usual to confide standards to the 
guardianship of detached parties of forty or fifty men in any ser- 
vice. 

But while winter, growing gradually up the river, had already 
imposed an icy barrier to all military operations in Eastern Canada 
and on the line of the river St. Lawrence, the climate of the Western 
Province, the more moderate as it declines westward, admitted, to 
a much later period of the year, of naval combinations and of the 
movements of troops. At a time when the St. Lawrence, from 
Quebec downwards, is barred by thick ribbed ice, and the vast 
territory intermediate between the Atlantic and this noble river is 
an impassable wilderness of snow ; where the breath freezes in the 
very nostrils of men ; the immense tract of country west of, and 
among the Lakes, enjoys a climate very like that of England ; — 
somewhat less of humidity, perhaps, and a little more of sun. At 
Detroit, the river freezes occasionally, as does the Rhine, and as does 
the Thames, and leads to much the same exhibition of Jbllity, booths 
and bonfires, races and roast oxen ; but the vast expanse of the lake 
surface moistens and softens the atmosphere — ^the waters are, for 
military purposes, at no period of the season reliably impracticable, 
and the West is, during winter, and in ordinary seasons, as pleasant 
a country to fight over as any part of Flanders. 

Thus, on the 9th of November, 1812, the American fleet from 
Sackett's Harbour, consisting of the Oneida brig of 16 guns, and 
six heavy schooners, chased the Royal George, commanded by 
Commodore Earle, into Kingston. At an earlier period the Com- 
modore had withdrawn from an attempt on the Oneida in Sackett's 
Harbour, and much had been said to his disparagement in conse- 
quence. We have been reminded significantly, that the Canadian 
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Commodore did not belong to the Royal Navy. The imputation 
should have been spared until it had been fully ascertained how 
much of his apparent backsliding was ascribable to British mis- 
management. What was the strength of his crew ? What the 
state of his equipments ? What his orders ? His conduct simply 
indicated the character of all the orders of that time. We do not 
hesitate to say that the Canadian seaman, on his own waters — ^man 
to man — is as good as the briniest salt that ever trod deck ; and as a 
rule, for pluck or conduct, the raw Canadian material is equal to 
any found in Yankeedom, or Christendom either, and in proof we 
quote the daring escape of the Canadian schooner Simcoe, James 
Richardson, commander, by running the gauntiet of the American 
flotilla. The story is thus told : 

On the 20th November, the Americans had cannonaded the 
town of Kingston, and got the worst of it, at long bowls. They 
had hauled off, beating out of the channel into the open lake, 
under heavy press of sail, w^hen they discovered the Simcoe, 
a fine 200-ton schooner, bound from Niagara to Kingston. 
She had been employed in the transportation of troops and 
stores, and- was returning in ballast. The American force, 
armed with long heavy guns, intercepted her completely. Rich- 
ardson, not relishing the idea of capture, and the transfer of so 
fine a vessel to the American marine, attempted at first to run 
her ashore on Amherst Island, but the wind baffled this design. In 
the meantime one of the enemy's schooners got under his lee, and 
opened fire, but, attempting to tack, " missed stays." Richard- 
son's nautical blood was up in a moment. He cheered his men. 
" Look, lads, at these lubbers ! Stand by me, and we will run past 
the whole of them, and get safe into port." The answer was a ready 
cheer. The helm was instantly " put up," and spreading all sail, 
with a stiff breeze blowing, the daring Simcoe bore down direct on 
the harbour, passing a little to the northward of the enemy, who, 
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ship by ship, delivered their fire of round and grape, and vainly 
endeavoured to cross her bows. She shot by them all, with riddled 
sides and sails, but not a man hurt, running the gauntlet for 
four or five miles. Before reaching port she was struck under 
water by a 82-pound shot, filled, and sank, but was easily raised 
afterwards, and repaired. As she sank the crew fired their only 
piece of ordnance, a solitary musket, with a cheer of defiance, 
which was taken up and echoed by the thousands of citizens, 
troops, and militia who thronged the shore.* 

A few hours after. Commodore Chauncey, in . cpmmand of the 
American squadron, captured a schooner having on board Capt. 
Brock, a brother of the deceased General, with plate and effects 
of his late relative. Chauncey paroled the captain, and, with 
graceful generosity, restored to him all the captured property he 
had in charge. 

The armistice between Gen. Smyth and Sir Boger Sheaffe ter- 
minated on the 20th November. With Gen. Smyth gasconading 
was a gift. He had primed his men with proclamations, but 
fired the train with a long lanyard. He had prepared 2500 
men for an invasion of Canada. He presided at the embarkation, 
saw the men off safely, and retired to '' organize further." 

" The tornado burst on the Canadian shore," to use the words of 
the American annalist,! at the upper end of Grand Isle, between 
Fort Erie and Chippewa. It was met by the gallant Col. Bishopp, 
who commanded about 600 men, — 360 regulars, and 240 militia, 
under Major Hatt and Capt. Bostwick. The first demonstration 
took place on the 27th November. Small outposts of the British 
were temporarily overpowered, guns were spiked ; Lieutenants King, 
Lament and Bartley, of the Royal Artillery, perversely fighting, 
with that stupid indisposition to give in, natural to British youngsters,. 

• Memoranda of the Rev. Dr. Richardson, D.D. 

t Nile's Weekly Messenger, quoted by Auchinleck, 119. 
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were badly wounded ; but when mormng broke, Bishopp and Ormsby 
were down upon the invader. The guns were recaptured and unspik* 
ed ; a second division of American invaders repulsed witib much loss ; 
and an aide-de-camp of the American general, with about forty mea 
and some other officers, were taken prisoners. Smyth, who had 
ahready proclaimed himself victorious, was puzzled. Considering 
the disparity of numbers the British ought to have surrendered 
long before — ^he was sure they meant to do so — the case of Hull was 
precisely parallel. He would give them an opportunity, — and so 
despatched a flag of truce to Fort Erie, politely requesting a sur- 
render — a suggestion which was declined, in tiie best possible 
temper, by the imperturbable Bishopp. 

Smyth ordered his men again into the boats, and then, to dis- 
^nbark and dine, and then, to repeat the same manoeuvre, until at 
length, on the Ist December, he decided to abandon all idea of 
crossing and conquest, and to go into winter quarters, which was 
done, it must be said, to the intense disgust of his army. Winter 
quarters led to military conventions, and to resolutions very dis^ 
concerting to the General, who finding himself to be threatened 
V with tar and feathers, departed forthwith South, was removed in a 
summary way from the U. S. service, and subsided finally bto a 
member of Congress : and thus ended the campaign of the year 
1812, not inauspiciously for Canada. 

It proved two things — ^first that the people of the United States 
were disunited on the subject of the war, while the people of 
Canada were united to a man. The Legislature of Maryland 
openly denounced the war. The governments of Massachusetts, 
' Connecticut, and Rhode Island, had refused the quota of militia 
demanded of these States respectively. Such men as Quinoey 
declared HI the House of Representatives at Washington, that 
•*^* since the invasion of the Buccaneers, there was nothing in his- 
itkoTj more disgraceful than this war." 
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The voice of Canada was unanimous — ^in the Upper and in the 
Lower Province — French and English — Protestant and Catholic- 
men of all parties and all policies — the voices of all were still for 
war. They had not sought it, — they had shunned it, — ^but it had 
been forced upon them, and they were ready to fight it out. Becol* 
lect, that this was not the sentiment of a vagabond population, but 
of the farmers, whose fields were left uncultivated, and £Eimilie8 
destitute, while they risked their lives for their national independence. 
Nor were these sacrifices, all : let us consider the privations en- 
dured. Men were suddenly summoned from their firesides, homely 
but plentiful, to encounter a campaign, imperfectly armed, insufB- 
ciently clad, imcertainly fed. And yet no complaints were heard 
— they suffered and fought on. 

But the knowledge of their distress pervaded the community and 
touched every heart. First, the people of York originated a sub- 
scription, and the young ladies devoted themselves to the work of 
preparing flannels for the men. In December 1 812, rose the ** Loyal 
and Patriotic Society of Upper Canada ;" Thomas Scott, Chief 
Justice, President, and John Strachan, William Campbell, John 
Small, William Chewitt, J. B. Robinson, William Allan, Grant 
Powell, and Abel Wood, as Directors. The object of this Society 
was to provide comforts for the men, support for destitute families, 
succour for the wounded, compensation to the plundered, and 
assistance to all who required and deserved it. The appeal of this 
Society met with an instant and generous response. In London, 
under the auspices of the Duke of Kent, was subscribed at once 
£5,000 ; in Jamaica, ^61,419 ; m Nova Scotia, ^62,500 ; in 
Montreal, £3,130 ; in Quebec, £1,500 ; in York, £1,868 ; in 
Kmgston and Eastern Districts, £800. In other places both within 
and without the Province other large sums, amounting altogether to 
£14 or £15,000. These moneys were employed very judiciously, 
to the relief of great distress, leaving at the close of the war a con- 
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siderable balance in the hands of the Treasurer, but, at the time, 
this generous appreciation of their efforts had a grand effect. It 
sank, deep into the hearts of the people of Canada. Inspired by the 
sympathy and enthusiastic support of their fellow-subjects in all 
parts of the world, the loyal men of Canada rallied to the flag of 
their native land — in lUrdque fortund j^ara^i— wilh the sentiment 
in their hearts which they have handed down to their children, 
expressed in Praed's Charade — 

Fight as your fathers fought, 

FaU as your fathers fell : 

Thy task is taught — thy shroud is wrought^ 

So^-forward) and farewell. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Naval ooourrencee of the war. Supremacy of England on the ocean. Indifibrence to 
foreign progress. American frigates— Unrivalled in construction — Speed— Equipment 
—Power. Naval duels. The Constitution and Guerridre. The Frolic and Wasp. The 
United States and Macedonian. The Java and Constitution. Effect of these contests. 
Exultation of Europe. England nerved and steeled. The Hornet and Peacock. 
Counter-stroke. Shannon and Chesapeake. Moral effect. The balance redressed. 
Gallantry on both sides. Eflbct of these events on the war in Canada. 

Not to interrupt, as far as could be avoided, the thread of the 
preceding narrative, no mention has been made of those remarkable 
naval duels which imparted so much of a bold and startling inter- 
est to the American contest, so called, of 1812. The first of 
these occurrences, which took place towards the end of that year, 
electrified and dazzled America, and blinded the popular vision to the 
reverses which had been encountered in Canada, while a series of 
well fought engagements, resulting, in rapid succession, to the disad- 
vantage of Great Britain, signalized the opening of the year 1818<. 
Up to this period of time, England had held dominion of the seas. 
The oceans of the globe owned her sway. The Spaniard and the 
Frenchman, the Dutchman and the Dane, had confessed her prowess. 
From Cadiz to Copenhagen, from Gibraltar to the Nile, she ruled 
the main. It was with astonishment, not unmixed with glee, that 
those who had sufiFered discomfiture, now witnessed her disaster. 
The haughty lioness had been bearded in her den, by her own sea- 
cubs, who proved themselves, in deadly conflict, to be not unworthy 
of their origin. 

In 1812 Great Britain had one thousand pennants afloat. At 
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the outbreak of the war, the American navy consisted of four 
fiigates and eight sloops, but they were all ships of new and skilful 
construction, combining great power with great speed, and both, in 
the number of guns and weight of metaJ, exceedfng their nominal 
strength. The embargo supplied these choice cruisers with admir- 
ble crews, while the officers, in seamanship and bravery, were second 
to none. It had been remarked by observant travellers in preced- 
ing years, that the Americans were building vessels of their respec- 
tive classes, very superior to our own, but the British Admiralty 
<rf the day were deaf to suggestion or advice. They laughed to 
scorn all such Yankee inventions. 

The reverend greybeards raved an* stormed 

That younker laddies 
Should think they better were informed 

Than their auld daddies. 

* 

Thus, when war came, a solitary frigate, splendidly armed, equipped, 
manned and officered, proved more than a match for ships of war, 
nominally equal, but in fact, greatly inferior ; while her speed enabled 
her to set at defiance all vessels or combinations of superior force. 
The frigates too, of England, scattered on every sea, were not only, 
individually, unequal in strength, but, from their numbers, imperfect 
in appointment and under-manned. All this ought to have been 
foreseen and provided for. In the absence of provision came the 
catastrophe. We have already seen how, in the first naval attempt 
of the war, the Belvidera had maintained the skilful supremacy of 
Enj,land, but this was followed by blows of different augury. In 
August, 1812,* the Constitution encountered the Guerridre. The 
American, in tonnage, weight of metal, and number of men, was 
half as heavy again as the Englishman. The former was fresh out 
of port. The latter returning from a long cruise to refit, with fore- 

• Anprnst 19, 1812 
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mast and bowsprit sprung. Captain Dacres, in true buU-dog feishion, 
fought for two hours, jard-arm to yard-^arm. He was crushed, 
dismasted, wholly wrecked — seyenty-nine men killed and wounded^ 
and thirty shots received below the water-line. He struck, without 
disgrace, to an antagonist uninjured comparatively in hull and rig- 
gmg, and whose casualties amounted to fourteen.* The Guerri&re 
was sinking when she struck. She was fired by the enemy and 
blown up. 

Next, in October, 1812, ensued the fight between the Frolic and 
the American Wasp, sloop of war, of the same nominal force, but 
the broadside, equipage and tonnage greatly in favour of the 
American. The Frolic, damaged in a gale, was refitting riggmg. 
She was soon reduced to the condition of a log on the water, and 
was carried by boarding, the only living occupants of her decks 
being three officers and the man at the wheel. The British loss in 
a conflict of an hour was thirty killed and between forty and fifbj 
wounded. Both ships were taken in the afternoon of the same 
day by the Poictiers, 74 guns, and sent into Bermuda.f 

* The Ouerriere had been captured from the French^ and for the beauty of her 
model was taken into our service. She was therefore an old ship, and her 
Bcantling only admitted of the use of long 18-pounder guns, while the Con- 
•titation carried 24 pounders on her main, and 32 pounders on her upper deck. 
Tbt comparative fighting power of the two ships maj be thus given :— 
Constitution. Querridre. 

58 guns. 48 guns. 

Throwing 1536 lbs. shot. Throwing 1034 lbs. shot. 

Crew, 460. Crew, 240. 

Tonnage, 153t. Tonnage, 1092. 

t Frolic. Wasp. 

18 guns. 18 guns. 

Broadside, 262 lbs. Broadside, 268 lbs. 

Crew, 92. Crew, 135. 

75 hors de combat, 5 killed, 5 wounded. 

Tonnage, 384. Tonnage, 434. 
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On the 25th October came a still sturdier blow. The United 
State8,> encountered the Macedonian, 56 guns to 44, and the dis" 
parity still more increased by weight of broadside, tonnage, and crew- 
The fight was fierce, — at long range, — in close fight, — in attempts to 
board, — ^in a tremendous sea. The Macedonian was so crippled as to 
become unmanageable, and being exposed to raking broadsides, she 
could not answer. After a contest of two hours and upwards, with 
mizzenmast gone by the board, main and fore topmast shot away, 
thirty-six men killed and sixty-eight wounded, she slowly and sadly 
lowered her flag. The disparity of force is best shown by the com- 
parative losses. The British frigate lost 104 killed and wounded ; 
the American twelve.* 

Nor was this the last disaster of the year. On the 20th Dec, 
the Java frigate, under command of the young and gallant Lambert, 
left Spithead for the East Indian Station. Lambert had been at 
Quebec in 1808, in the Iphigenie frigate, where he had attracted 
much attention, as the beau ideal of a British sailor. Brock speaks 
of him with warmth in his familiar letters. He sailed from Spit- 
head with a motley crew — gaol-birds, as they were called — being 
many of them poachers and smugglers, desperadoes, devoid of dis- 
cipline, but, as the event showed, full of fight ; many of them, 
however, had never fired a cartridge. Lambert, who had some 
American experience, remonstrated. He was answered with a sneer : 
he was told that a voyage to Bombay and back would make a crew : 
and went to his death, doomed but determined. On the 29th Dec 
he fell in with the Constitution — The inequality was much the same 
as in the preceding contest with the Macedonian. The Constitution 
at first stood away, long range being her forte, but Lambert was a 



* United States. Macedonian. 

Broadside, weight of metal, 864 lbs. Broadside, 528 lbs. 
Crew, 474. Crew, 254. 

Tonnage, 1533. Tonnage, 1081. 
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seaman, and one of the bravest of the brave. He knew that lus 
only chance was at close quarters, and bj dint of good seamanship, 
at length ranged alongside of an antagonist, on his part nothing 
loath. The fight lasted two hours and a-half ; Lambert attempcmg 
to board, fell mortally woundfed. Wijh no greater crash to the 
brave hearts around, down came, at the same time, the foremast of 
the Java, clogging the deck with wreck. Lieut. Chads took the 
command, and desperately fought on ; the rigging and running gear 
ignited from the discharge of the guns. At last not a piece could 
be brought to bear, and the gallant ship, helpless and hopeless, sur- 
rendered to the foe, — ^but so utterly riddled and ruined, that the 
American Captain Bainbridge, having saved the remains of her 
crew, left her to the flames, and the charred and shattered torso 
of the Java, " into the deep went down." * Lambert fell, a hero 
as he had lived, and expired six days after. His " gaol-bird " 
crew, true Britons at heart, and inspired by his devoted gallantry, 

— died, all plack and bottom, 
To save a sire who blushed he had begot 'em. 

The size of these American frigates may be estimated, on stating 
the fact that the largest 74 gun ship in the British navy at that 
time — the Dragon — was two feet shorter, though two feet wider, 
than the President, the Constitution, or the United States, rated as 
■44 gun frigates ; and that while frigates of the class of the 
Guerridre, the Macedonian, and the Java, carried each twenty-eight 
long 18 pounders and sixteen 32 pounder carronades, the American 
44'8, so rated, carried thirty-two long 24 pounders and twenty-two 

* Java, 44 gans, Gonstitiition, ut suprd. 
Men, 292 Men, 460 

Killed, 22 Killed, 10 

Wounded, 92—114 Wounded, 48— 68 

178 402 
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82 pounder carronades. At long range thej were superior in 
weigt\^ and precision of fire, and immeasurably superior at close 
quarters.* 

The effect of these successiye disasters can hardi j be exaggerated. 
England stood, for the moment, stunned. The coniinent of Europe 
shouted with joy. " Down with the sea-dogs, d has les hups marins^*' 
was the polyglot cry ; but the old sea^og shook himself sulkily, 
showed his teeth, muttered an ominous growl, and betook himself 
at once to remedy the evil. Never does England bear herself 
more bravely, never does she look more worthy of her fortunes, than 
in the fece of misfortune. The Admiralty, slow to move, wh^i 
moved, swept on, with the force of the tide which rebuked the 
Courtiers of Canute. Efforts were made to strengthen the squad- 
ron on the American coast, and single vessels were equipped, and 
manned, fit to encounter the leviathans of America ; a further 
calamity spurred them on. On the 14th February, 1813, the 
American Hornet stung to death the British Peacock.* Both were 
sloops nominally of the same force, bat the Hornet had two guns 
more than her opponent, and the weight of her broadside was 
double. In men and size she was much superior. The contest 
continued for an hour and a half. The Peacock was so torn to 
pieces, that she sank with thirteen of her own men, and four 
Hornets, striving, nobly but vainly, to save their foemen from a 
watery grave.f 

As in the frigates, so was the disproportion in the American sloops 
of war. " For instance the sloop Hornet carried eighteen 32 carron- 

• Veritas, p. 145. 

t Peaeock. Hornet. 

Broadside guns, 9. Broadside guns, 10. 

-- Weight of broadside, 19% lbs. Weight of broadside, 297. 

Men, 110. Men, 162. 

Tons, 386. Tons, 460. 



HORNBT AND PBAOOCE — SHANNON AND CHESAPEAEB. 81 

ades, four long 9 and two long 6 pounders with 162 picked men ; 
the British sloop Peacock had sixteen carronades of 24 Ibs^ and 
two long 9's, with 110 men." * 

At last came the counter-stroke. Among the many gallant 
officers, anxious to meet the Americans on equal terms, was Captain 
Broke, in command of the Shannon. He had under his command a 
crack ship mounting 52 guns, and a crew carefully trained to gunnery 
and small arms. They knew their commander, and their commander 
knew them ; and this mutual confidence made its mark in the hour 
of need. Broke, off the American coast, had learned that the frigate 
Chesapeake of 52 guns was then in Boston fitting for sea, where- 
upon he dismissed his consort, the Tenedos, a frigate of 36 guns, with 
instructions to keep out of the way while he had a fair " turn up" 
with the foe, and then, with Castilian punctilio, sent a cartel to Oapt. 
Lawrence requesting in the most respectful terms " the honour of 
a meeting to try the fortunes of their respective flags."t Lawrence, 
as brave a sailor as ever trod quarter deck, had anticipated the . 
mutation, and was prompt in his acknowledgments. In brief space, 
11th June, 1813, Broke saw the American under weigh, and 
standing down upon him, surrounded by yachts and boats, while the. 
cheers of his enthusiastic countrymen rang through the welkin. 
An entertainment had been prepared on shore for the return of 
those who were thus arrayed and sent to conquest, but the feast was 
served with funeral baked meats. 

The contest which ensued it is difficult to give in detail. It 
was short, sharp, and decisive, most bravely fought on both sides,. 
but the magnificent gunnery of the British gave them an advantage 
jfrom the outset, which was crowned by boarding. From the deck 
and from yard-arm, simultaneously, the American was carried, in a' 

• Veritas, p. 146 ; Letter 9. 

t Letter from Broke to Lawrence, James, YoL I, p. 199. 
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desperate^ hanct-to-hfimd EH^ggle^ led by Broke, wha was severe^ 
iKninded in the ^7. Lawrence had fiillea cheering on h]&ine%. 
and died shorilj after the action, honoured and lam^)^d, HicPr 
body was buried at Hali&x with every mark of nulitary respect. 
lik fifteen minutes firom the firing of the first gun, tibd Ghesaj^^tier 
wias a prise to the Sbiannon ; and in that brief space 145 brave mem 
on the Am^can side, and 83 on the English had passed to Hmt 
account. The mapal effect of this victory was iaremendous! — a suor 
cession of disasters was repaired at a blow. The deadly spell. waiT 
broken, and ikngland again held in her grasp the talisman of sucoe89« 
It was recovered by her own resolution to repair defeat^. a»d bya^ 
tardy, but just, appreciation of the merits of olhera.* 

In all these actions, the strength of vessels, weight of metal aad^ 
BWBober of men were decidedly in &vour of the Amerioaiuh-^tba' 
meed of valor was equally divided. In courtesy and manly bear* 
iing the American generously vied with the Briton^ Lai^:«nce wi' 
Haaxnbert alike consecrated with th^ blood the flags of thek 
snaapective countries. The echoes of tl^ indiscriminating sea amg- 
.m. requiem^ everlastingly, for the souls of the bray» men^O/jGo}^ 
iowed their eiiaii^; 

l^t more the billows and the depths hare mora, 

highthwKts and.braye are gathered to thj breast: 

They ihear not now the booming water roar ; 

The 'battle thunder will not break their rest. 

Keep thy red gold and gems, thou stormy grare ! 

•di^eback the true and brave! 



• AlOUIUUKTCU 




Shannon. 


G)iesapeakiB. 


Broadside guns, 25 


25 


Weight of metal, 535 


500 


Number of crew, 306 


37e. 


Tonnage,^ lQ6/tiGinat 


liaS.tQiuU: 
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The early successes of this naval campaign exercised great moral 
influence on the general conduct of the war. They more than 
compensated in the American mind for the national shortcomings 
on shore. The seaboard cities were then the centres of population 
and of opinion. The tastes, the pursuits, the sympathies of the 
people were with their sail(»^. The present exultation gave no 
thought to the future, or to disagreeable admonitions on the distant 
frontier of Canada. The Government also were not unaware 
{hat th6 present advantages on iSke Lakes might, with their oppor- 
tunities, be greatly improved, and the prestige of victory be 
transferred from tiie ocean to Hiese inland seas. 
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1818. American preparations on Lakes Ontario and Erie. British Mfnistry did ffs best-* 
Canada its duty. Men and money voted. New Brunswick regiment marched ftom 
Fredericton on snow shoes. Mi^or General Evans. Sir JameS Yeo and seamen arrive 
from Halifax. British and American forces on the frontier. In the West. Harrison 
and Proctor. General Winchester defeated and captured at Frenclftown. Ci^ 
Forsyth harries Brockville. Reprisals. Sir George Prevost at Prescott. Permits a 
demonstration. Prescott. Ogdensburg. Colonel George Macdonnell. The Glengarries. 
Bishop Macdonnell. Dash at Ogdensburg— Dangers of the ice— The place taken. Capt. 
Jenkinsond Lieut. Ridge. Pierre Holmes. His story. MacdonnelFs courage, courtesy, 
and kindness. 

It has been said before, that one effect of the war had been to 
concentrate the national resources, both of men and material, and 
to dispose them most conveniently for operations on either arena, of 
land or lake ; immense preparations were made at once. Sackett's 
Harbour on Lakj3 Ontario, and Presqu'isle on Lake Erie, were sup- 
plied with comparative faciUty from New York and Philadelphia, and 
a naval force, created with great rapidity, very superior to any with 
which Great Britain, engaged in every sea, and so distant from her 
colonies, could encounter the emergency. 

The preparations, therefore, for the campaign of 1813, were 
carried on with increased vigour by the American Government. 
The British Ministry, it may be believed, did then: best, but at great 
disadvantage. Thronged and beset by difficulties, it is not unnatural 
that they should stih have temporized, still have indulged in a lin- 
gering hope that more pacific counsels might yet prevail, or that 
the chapter of accidents would open at a leaf propitious to the 
fortunes of Britain. 
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Nor was Canada wanting to itself. The Legislature of Lower 
Canada had assembled on the 29th Dec, 1812. The Army Bill 
Act was renewed and extended. £500,000 were authorized to be 
put into circulation. £15^000 were granted to equip the embodied 
militia. £1,000 to provide hospitals, and £25,000 towards the 
support of the war. A duty of 2J per cent, on all merchandize 
imported into the Province was also granted for the support of the 
war. The expenses of the militia for the current year had been 
£55,000, or $220,000.* The whole expenditure of the Govern- 
ment was £98,777. 

In addition to the force already raised, the militia was augmented 
by a draft in Lower Canada. A battalion was embodied in Quebec, 
(the 6th) for Garrison duty. A Canadian Fencible Regiment, 
a re^ment of Glengarries, and a regiment of Voltigeurs were 
recruited diligently, and with success, f The New Brunswick regu- 
lar regiment, (the 104th,) in the month of March explored, for the 
first time, the wintry wilderness lying between Fredericton on the 
River St. John and the St. Lawrence. These hardy men per- 

• Christie, Vol. X, p. 72. 

t The }IoQtreal Oanadlan Oourant — an extinct Literary Volcano— of the 4th 
May, 1812, copies from the Quebec Gazette of a preceding date: 
"The Voltigbdrs, 

" This corps now forming under the command of Major De Salaberry is com- 
pleting with a despatch worthy of the ancient warlike spirit of the country. 
. Capt. Perrault's company was fiUled np in 48 hours, and was yesterday passed 
by His Excellency the Governor ; and the companies of Captains Duchesnay, 
Panet and L'Ecuyer, have now nearly their compliment. The young men move 
in solid columns towards the enlisting officers, with an expression of countenance 
not to be mistaken. The Canadians are awakening from the repose of an age 
secured to them by good government and virtuous habits. Their anger U fresh 
i^the object of their preparation simple and distinct. They are to defend their 
King, known to them only by acts of kindness, and a native country long since 
made sacred by the exploits of their forefathers." 
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fi)nQiBd tii]ia &at^ actually, upon s^ow-shoes^ confirpnitbg biurdahips 
Ifid fiurmowting obstacles^ to which thQ latQ march of the OuajrcU 
lihrpugh the same scenes, admirable in itself, as it eyer must be, was 
l^ut a bolidaj freak. The staff aad the Commissariat of thosis 
days had not undergone the teaching of a Crimean campaign — ^tb# 
more .honourable to those who, by dint oi individual exertion, con^ 
^yed to supply those deficiencies^ and among them no man shoM 
more conspicuously than the late Msyor General Thomas Evans, 
C!.B., long identified with the social circles of Moniareal and 
Quebec, and who was then a Captain in the 8th Infantry. 

In their wake followed Captains Barclay, Pring, and Finnis of 
the Royal K^avy, with five lieutenants and a few seamen, overlandf 
from Halifax. From Quebec they proceeded rapidly to King^ton^ 
^ok the fleet there in hand, and laid themselves out, sturdily, to the 
work of fitting and equipment. In May they were joined by Sir 
<)'ames L. Yeo, from England, backed by about 450 British sailoirs. 

It may be well to recapitulate here the strength of the respective 
forces on the frontier, both of Upper and Lower Canada, at the 
commencement of the campaign of 1813. Armstrong, the Amerir 
can Secretary at war, stated that the force commanded by General 
Dearborn, within District No. 9, that is to say, on the Plattsburg- 
Montreal frontier, was over 13,000 men of all arms. The force at 
the disposal of Sir George Prevost at this point did not exceed 
3,000 regulars and militia. 

At Sackett's Harbour 200 regulars and 2,000 militia ; at Lake 
Champlain, available for operations on Central Canada or the left 
Division, 3,000 regulars and 2,000 militia. To oppose this force 
there were scattered at Kingston, Prescott, and other posts on the 
line, about 1,500 men. 

On the Niagara frontier, the enemy had assembled 3,300 regulars 
and 2,000 militia. To these men were opposed 1,700 men in Fort 
George, and 600 men on the rest of the frontier, 36 miles in 
length,— 2,300 m all. 
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On Hie Western frontier, General Harrison held in hand some 
S,6@0 men, wUle 0{qx)sed to him in command of ibe Bight diraion 
<rf Upper Oanada> Proctor widded aibout 1,000 troops, and 1,200 
Isidians andmiMa. 

The first operations of the year were adverse to the AraericaiM. 
The conditions of climate on the Western frontier admit of military 
Movements at a time when Central Canada is difficult, and Lower 
Canada impracticable. Early in Jannary, 1813, General Harrison, 
who, at the head of the Ohio levies, hung upon the border o!f 
ICehigan, made demonstrations on Detroit, weakly garrisoned, amd 
held by Colonel Proctor, who had been left in command by Brock. 
The season, though fiivourable te an advance from the American 
(Sade, from the South, precluded dSl idea of British reinforcements 
from the North. On the 11th, Proctor learned that an American 
division under General Winchester, had reached Prenchtown on 
the Biver Raisin, with the intention of attacking Brownstown, still 
more in advance tewards Detroit. Procter boldly grappled with 
Ae danger. He saw tiiat the American force had advanced 
beyond the shelter of support, and he flung his whole strength oil 
Winchester before Harrison could reach him. At break of day, on 
tfie 22nd, Proctor attacked tl^ enemy's division, about 1,000 strong, . 
being the flower of tiie Northwestern army, and encountered, from * 
dread of ike Indians, a desperate resistance. The buildings at: 
Frenchtown were held, but a part of the American force broke tQ<» 
their rear, and endeavoured to escape by the road on which they; 
etone. In the pursuit, the American General was captured by • 
Round-head, a Wyandot chief, and brought to Procton Thi& 
Americans, who had retreated under cover, still fought with desper-. 
ation.* Indian severities dud their own inhuman reprisats^crowded^ 



* Christie, Vol. XI, p. 69. A more detailed narratiye of these o^correncea*. 
wiU be found hereafter, Chapters XYIII and XIX. 
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before their eyes, like spectres of doom, assuming bodily shape, in 
swanns of dusky warriors, heralded by demoniac yells. Winchester, 
apprehensive that the buildings held by his men would be fired to 
the hopeless destruction of every defender, agreed to surrender him> 
self and his whole force. Five hundred and twenty-two men and 
ofiicers, with arms, stores and ammunition, became the prize of the 
Britirii ; about 400 were killed and wounded. Proctor commanded 
500 regular soldiers and militia, with about 600 Indians, and lost 
180 hors de combat. He and his troops received a vote of thanks 
firom the Canadian House of Assembly then in session, and he wba 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier General. For a time, the 
Michigan territory was safe, and Detroit secure. 

We will now turn from the right division of Upper Canada, to 
the division of the left, or the frontier of the Upper St. Lawrence. 
On the 6th February, Capt. Forsyth, the invader of rustic tran- 
quillity at Gananoque, made a nocturnal raid on the pigs and 
poultry of Elizabethtown, now Brockville, where he wounded a 
militia sentry, sacked the cattle pens, and did not spare the private 
houses, nor the gaol, and carried off fifty-two of the inhabitants 
into captivity, — among them two Majors, three Captains, and two 
Lieutenants, elderly gentlemen, who, as a compliment, retained 
their eommissions in the militia. This exploit led to a brilliant 
reprisal, and deserves notice moreover, as a proof, how far this part 
of the JSrontier is assailable in winter — the ice, indeed, affording 
facility for small predatory excursions. 

The Lower Canadian Legislature rose in February, and on the 
17th Sir George. Pre vest left Quebec for Upper Canada. On his 
route he found at Prescott Lieut. -Colonel Pearson, an active and 
enterprising oflScjer, who urged upon him an attack on Ogdensburg 
in retaliation for the recent descent on Brockville. Pre vest doubted 
and demurred ; but while the proposal was under discussion, it was 
discovert ihat two deserters had escaped from the British side 
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• 

with the mtelligence of the presence of the Governor in Prescott, 
and of his contemplated movement westward, no light incentive to 
the enemy to intercept his progress. It was therefore deemed 
expedient to distract attention from His Excellency by a diversion, 
and Pearson was permitted to plan a demonstration on the ice of the 
St. Lawrence, — ^like the torreador of a Spanish bull-fight, — partly 
to disconcert, and hocus the bull, and partly to test the mettle and 
strength of the animal. 

Prescott was then a small village, protected by a palisaded fort, 
and block-house; since enlarged, surrounded with heavy earth 
works, and now known as Fort Wellington. It is situated above 
the Rapids, or continuous, rough, and broken navigation of the 
St. Lawrence, which for 40 miles interrupts communications with 
Montreal, and was a place of rendezvous, for voyageurs and 
batteaux, and a depot for military stores. It stands on an exposed 
part of the frontier, within cannon shot of Ogdensburg opposite. 
Below, the Canadian shore of the St. Lawrence is, to a great extent, 
covered by impassable rapids, and above, with a short interval, the 
coast is in like degree masked by the rocks of the Thousand Islands. 
But in that interval, from Prescott to Brockville— a distance of twelve 
miles — a lovely champaign country opens to the view, undulating 
upwards in rich verdure, as if bom of the green waters of the noble 
river, and bearing on its fertile uplands, cornfields and orchards, 
mills and farm houses, villas and villages, nestling among primeval 
trees, all very beautiful to look upon, but difficult to defend, either in 
summer or winter. 

Opposite to Prescott stands, now, the flourishing city of Ogdens- 
burg, containing 7000 inhabitants, in those days a populous vil- 
lage, very democratic in its proclivities, and anti-British in religion. 
It was then, also, a fortified military post, garrisoned and armed, 
but still more effectually protected by the breadth of the. St. Law- 
rence, at this point, a mile and a quarter wide. One rash at- 
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tempt upon the place made in open day, in the soft and golden 
autumn, had, as already related, been repdsed. In the later autumn 
and early winter, the floating masses of descending ice prohibit the 
use of boats, but by the end of December Ihe river generally 
" takes," presenting when solid, a continuous surface, but inter- 
qpersed here and there with open intervals of rushing water, and 
with uncertain intervals of unsubstantial ice, pitfalls, and worse to 
the incautious footstep, and very trying to the nerves, if nerves 
were known at that early period of the Canadian formation. It had 
been, of course, impracticable to test or try the strength of the ice- 
under the fire of Ogdensburg, 

The proposed demonstration was in itself an adventure full of peril, 
but the man who led was no trifler. Pearson had been ordered away, 
and his second in command, Lt.-Col. G. Macdonnell, conducted the 
enterprise. Colonel Macdonnell being for the nonce a militia officer, 
like the Free Lance of former days, was given to fighting on Ms 
own inspirations, and it was lunted that Pearson did not altogether 
disapprove of the latitudinarianism of his subordinate. This gallant 
officer came of a good stock. Descended from the old, and a 
native of the new Glengarry, he led to the fight such a following 
as Vich Ian Vohr himself, might have been proud to muster. He 
commanded the Glengarry Fencibles, raised wholly in Central 
Canada, and on the occasion of the raid on Brockville, had been 
dispatched to remonstrate with the American commander on the 
un-military character of his excursion. He had been received with a 
discourtesy not usual to the educated officer of the American army, 
had been taunted somewhat in the style of " Mine Ancient Pistol," 
and had been challenged to a fight on the ice ; a fancy he was not 
disinclined to gratify, and he had at his bidding the very men to 
help him. 

These men were the Glengarries. In the rear of Prescott, due 
Korth and East, fronting on the St. Lawrence, and a few miles 
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distant from the stream, Hes what is known as the Glengarry coroitry, 
of Canada, composed of ihe present united counties of Stormont, 
Dundas, and Glengarry. At Ihe time of Ihe war these tracts of 
country were known as the Eastern District of Upper Canada. 
After ihe peace of 1788, the Eastern District had been appropriated 
by the British Government, as a place of refuge for the II. E. 
Loyalists, and it so happened that among these early and war-worn 
settlers, a majority consisted of Scotch Highlanders, the descendants 
of men who, after CuUoden, had been transported to the plantations, 
and whose instincts of loyalty were such, that regardless of names, 
genealogies, or dynasties, they looked to the principle, and whether 
it was for James, or whether it was for George, struck heartily and 
home in the abiding sentiment of Claverhouse : 

" Ere the king's crown comes down, there are crowns to be broke." 

The dauntless devotion of these men attracted a still further acces* 
sion of chivalrous loyalty. To the Jacobites of 1745 — to the U. E^ 
Loyalists of 1775, was added a gallant band of Scottish soldiers who 
had fought the battie of the Crown against Republican France from 
1792 to 1803. Men who had battled under Hutchinson and Aber- 
crombie, who had pushed the French grenadiers at Aboukir, and 
had borne the brunt of the Turkish cavaliers at Bosetta. The brief 
and illusive peace of Amiens (1802) led to the disbandment of 
many fine British re^ments, and among them a Catholic re^ment of 
Highlanders, raised some years before, mainly through the instru- 
mentality of Alexander Macdonnell of Glen Urquhart, a Catholic 
clergyman of great energy of character and benevolence of dispo- 
sition.* He had been appointed chaplain of the corps, and in the 
hour of their destitution proved to be a fast and faithful friend. 
9y unremitted exertion, he obtained from the British Ministry of the 
day the permission and the means, to transport the men of the late 

* Morgan, Celebrated CanadiaDS, p. 262. 
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Glengarry regiment to Canada. He led them into the wilderness, and 
engrafted on the waste, their faith to God and their fidelity to the 
throne. Grood Catholics, faithful and loyal mfen, they have never 
departed from that first, noble teaching. The earnest priest and 
tried friend, through life, never deserted them. Partaking of the 
character of the mediaeval churchman, half bishop, half baron, he 
fought and prayed, with equal zeal, by the side of men he had come 
to regard as his hereditary followers. With the universal acclaim 
of all good men of all denominations, he rose to the Episcopate and 
died Bishop of Eangston, mourned in death as he had been revered 
in. life. 

The Bishop had been most active in rousing and recruiting the 
Glengarries during the preceding winter. The fiery cross had passed 
through the land, and every clansman had obeyed the summons. 
The Glengarry Fencibles garrisoned the frontier, and their gallant 
leader, (George the Red) a near relation of Bishop Macdonnell, now 
rallied his followers behind the earth works of Prescott for his pro- 
posed demonstration on Ogdensburg. 

. And wild and high the " Cameron's gathering '* rose,^ 
The war note of Lochiel, — which Albyn's hills 
Have heard, and heard too have her Saxon foes :~^ 
How in the noon of night that pibroch thrills 
Savage and shrill 1 But with the breath which fills 
Their mountain pipe, so fill the mountaineers 
With the firm native daring which instils 
The stirring memory of a thousand years, 
And Evans', Donald's fame, rings in each clansman's ears. 

Little time "was wasted on preliminaries. It had been the prac- 
tice of thp British for some time previous, to exercise daily on the 
ice. Half the river fairly belonged to them, and not having, 
hitherto, carried their mimic warfare beyond these limits, they had 
continued to drill and manoeuvre, unmolested. On the morning of 
file 22nd February, Macdonnell descended on the ice at the head 
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of 480 men,— two-ihirds and more Canadian militia, supported by 
two field pieces. He played and purred for some time with velveiy 
tou6h, prepared for a spring. The American oflScer in command, 
Forsyth, was at his breakfast. He was informed, in haste, that the 
British fun, that morning, looked very like earnest; but assum- 
ing the privilege of the " old soldier," he simply " pooh-poohed '* 
his informant. The British were only at drill, '^ they were not the 
men to trouble him in that impudent way," and so, betook him 
a&esh to his com cakes and hominy. He occupied an old French 
work on the western side of the Oswegatchie, a small affluent of the 
St. Lawrence, at its mouth, situated behind where the lighthouse 
now stands. He had eleven guns in position, 500 men at his back, 
and a glacis before him a mile wide, exposed and smooth as a table- 
clofch. Macdonnell manoeuvred briefly, and then dividing his force 
into two columns, advanced rapidly to the attack ; — speed and reso- 
lution alone could save them. The Americans, more wary than 
their chief, sprang to their guns' ; musketry and cannon opened on 
the advancing columns. The left, under Macdonnell himself, 
rushed rapidly on, under a heavy fire, and through the deep snow 
ascended the river bank, and swept from the left into the villagcf 
of Ogdensburg, overwhelming all opposition. Here from the east- 
em bank of the Oswegatchie, he commanded to a great extent the 
flank and rear of old French Fort Presentation, and the batteries 
which raked the river ; but his own guns were behind hand, they 
had stuck in the deep snow bank and rough ice, broken and piled, 
at the river bank. By ftirious efforts they were forced to the front, 
and not a moment too soon. While this was doing, Jenkins, who 
commanded the right wing, a gallant New Brunswicker, and a 
Captain in the Glengarries, had, most emphatically, taken the bull 
by the horns. Seven pieces of artillery, backed by 200 good 
troops, smashed the head of his advance ; gallantly h& rallied hiff 
broken colunm, not a living man shrank ; springing forward with a 
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cheer, his left ana was shattered by a shot ; nothmg daunted, for- 
ward and still cheering on, his upraised ri^t arm was disabled by 
a cluster of grape. Thus crippled, his voice still &iled not, nor hi» 
gestures, until he fell from loss of blood,* but he was nobly f<^ 
lowed. His gallant Glengarries, with broken formation, through 
the deep snow, in firont of the deadly battery, were re-forming for i^ 
charge with the bayonet, when, fortunately, Macdonnell's guns oatf 
the left got within range. Captain Eustace, widi the men of iiie 
King's, crossed the Oswegatchie and captured the eastern battery^ 
and together, both attacks swarmed into the body of the place, to find 
it vacated, except by dead and dying, the enemy having withdrawn 
to the woods in their west rear, where there was no means of inter- 
cepting their retreat. The Americans lost about 75 men and 
officers, eleven pieces of cannon, a large amount of military stores 
and four armed vessels burnt in the harbour. The British lost ei^ 
killed and fifty-two wounded, the larger proportion, as may well b^ 
supposed, in front of the old French work assailed by Captaiit 
Jenkins. 

This feat was performed chiefly by the men of the Country, by 
the militia and Fencibles, both Canadian and Glefigarry. These 
men did not plead qualms of conscience or constitutional scruples^ 
as an excuse for not daring the ice,, which undulated and 
cracked and gaped beneath their feet. One hundred and 
twenty of the King's regiment, under Capftain Eustace and 
^^ Lieutenant Bidge of that corps, who very gallantly led oii 

* Gaf>toiti JenkiHfl WAt a mail of striking appeflratoolB cud; bearing,— fbH 
admiration of his men. He was, as stated in the text, a native of New Brunswick) 
the son of an American loyalist and braye old soldier. His left arm was aoH 
ptitated at the shoulder ; his right arm was saved, bat almost in a useless state. 
lb BotTiTed inthis condition some years. Ifn. Sampson of Kingston,— the esti* 
Bcafole-wSb of a^manas mnch resfpeotedais sheirav belbveid, thelatis D^. Sampson j-^ 
wa» a sister of this distinguished ofiSoer. His only dangliteri the wife of 
Sntherland Stayner, EsquirCi lires near Richmond| G. B. 
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the advance/'* and forty of l^e fioyal Newfoundland reg^ment^ 
under Caj)tain Lefebvre^led the left column, and,: as wer, were fore- 
most in the fray^ but the remainder of the force, and. particularly 
the men under Jenkins, were fieurmers' Boma fighting in. diefence ot 
their homes^ and right nobly did they redeem, thai day, the 
pledge made to mother and sister and wife by the dd fire^de. CoL 
Eraser of the militkk was bravely supported by his officers and men. 
Lieui. Empey of that Jbrco lost a leg. Lieut* MoAulay and 
Ebsign Macdonnell of the Glengarries^ Ensigns Kerr of the militia, 
and Mackay of the Light In&ntry, who had each charge of a field* 
piece, and Lieut. Gangueben of the Royal Eng^leers, are^all honour- 
aUy mentioned by Colonel Macdonndl in his g'a^^hic: and soldierly 
despatch. 

There still lives m Ogdensburg an old Canadian militiaman, by 
name Pierre Hohnes. His father had been a British sddier, his 
mother a French Canadian of Sorel. Eren(^ is his^ natural lan- 
guage. He is very old and very poor. He^ works about, doing 
" chores," cutting wood, and drawing water for the grandsons of 
those against whom he fought on this memorable occasion, and who 
appear to regard the lively old man with especral ftyoor. He 
relates how that he was a ^' petit tambour " of the Canadian Fen- 
oSbhs in those days ; how the British paraded for a while, thirew 
out skirmishers, and advanced on the ice '^ chktpeau» dSploy^% et 
tambours battants /' how boldly Macdonnell led, how, by swearing 
and sweating, he got his guns out of the deep snow ; how, he 
cared for his prisoners ; how, he released one indignant captive, 
who had been rudely treated by an over lively volunteer, and 

« Vide Macdonneirs despatch, February 23rd, 1813. This dashing ofScer 
•ubsequentlj married the eldest daughter of the Hon. Samuel Gerrard of Mon- 
treal. Their eldest daughter is married to Edward L. Freer, Esquire, Canada 
Postal Department, and the second to George, son of the Hon. George Moffatt, 
of Montreal. 
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sent his unworthy assailant to the black-hole ; how, he prohi- 
bited and forstalled all pillage. It appears, that in crossing the 
river, a little of the olden rieving temper had revived among the 
Highlandmen, and the word ^^ spulzie " had passed, and many 
faces glistened with glee at the hopeful prospect; but to their in- 
tense disgust Macdonnell anticipated them. He put a sentry upon 
every door in Ogdensburg; "and so," exclaimed the auditor of 
old Peter Holmes^ narration, " you got no plunder after all ?'* 
^< Plunder !" shrieked the old man, in the angry accents of indig- 
nant recollection, " Plunder ! JVow, momieur^ non pas mime 
une torquette de tahaef^* 

Macdonnell took his revenge by force of contrast ; he was cour- 
teous to his enemies, protected prisoners, spared the poultry, 
respected elderly gentiemen notwithstanding iheh* rank in the 
militia, and paid every American teamster employed in transport- 
ing the captured stores to Prescott four dollars per diem in hard 
silver, as the price of his services. 



* Pierre Holmes, as has been before said, is yerj old and very poor. Qj 
some misadventure or inadyertence, or want of knowledge, or of energy rightly 
applied, he never got the 200 acres of land awarded to him as '' Tambour 
Major" at the end of the war. Is it now too late;' can nothing even yet be 
done for the brave old man ? » 



CHAPTER Vm. 

British armaments at KingstoxL and York. British force. American strength. Descent 
planned on Kingston. York and Fort George. Little York— What it was— What it 
is. Defences in 1818. Yoric attacked 29th April, 1818. Ship of war on the stocks^ 
on British order. First alarm. Pluck of the population. Maoleani clerk of the House 
of Assembly, killed. Young Allan 3£acNab. Sir Roger Sheaffe. 

lb the mean time. Sir Qeorge Prevost, oa Uie 2%rd February, 
had reached Kingston in safety, and tiiere, animated by his pre^ 
senee, the exertions made to restc^e l^e equality of the British with 
that of the American naval lurmament on lake Ontario. One ship 
of war had been laid down at York, now Toronto, in tiie preced- 
ing year ; and another, the Wolfe, of 24 guns, was in an advanced 
stage at Kingston, but men and stores were both wanting. The 
American shipwrights at Sackett^s Harbour, throu^ the energy of 
their government, fore-reached, hand over hand, those in the BritiiA 
ship-yards. Sir James Yeo and his seamen did not arrive untal 
May, so that Commodore Ghauncey, amply supplied and equipped 
firom the sea-board arsenals, rode imdisputed master of Ontario 
from October, 1812, to the middle of M^y, 181S. How housed las 
opportunity will be shortly shown. The whole coast of this beau- 
tiful lake was open and exposed to attack. A descent on Kingston 
Ind been planned and was expected. The Americans had six fine 
sdhooners and a ship, mounting togetbeo* 72 guns, all admirably 
aj^inted and manned by choice seamen, disposable for an invasion 
at any point 

The real miHtary objects of at»taok wer& Fort Ge(»rge, Niagara, 
and Eingstonu Little Yedki, ti^ pcnnt seleetedj was notaUy 

a 
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defenceless and indefensible. Little York then contained about 
1000 inhabitants and was the seat of the government and legis- 
lature of Upper Canada. This fact gave it an adventitious impor- 
tance. It possessed then, and does still, a very good harbour 
for vessels of moderate draught, perhaps the real secret of its future 
fortune. The young capital of a new bom country, it was not, even 
then, unworthy of high aspirations. It had, already, become the 
residence of the chief oflScers of the le^lature and government, 
of ihe dignitaries of the law, and the hierarchy of the church ; 
men living in modest affluence and noted for genial hospitality. 
Amongst them had settled many of the most distinguished of the 
U. E. Loyalist refugee families, whose proudest characteristic, 
engrafted on the native patriotism of the country, has produced a 
plant of indigenous growth unsurpassed in all the climates of the 
Empire. York was then the centre of the intelligence, the learn- 
ing and of the nascent progress of the land, and it has well fulfilled 
its promising destiny. 

Little York is now the beautiful ciiy of Toronto, containing 
50,000 inhabitants, — a mart of commerce, a school of learning, the 
abode of energy and enterprise, talent and taste. It is adorned by 
gome of the finest edifices, public and private, in Canada. The 
buildings of the University would add embellishment to Oxford. 
The law courts rival in elegance tibose of Dublin. The Bank of 
Toronto would adorn Pall Mall. 

In April, 1813, the town was a scattered collection of low-roofed 
villas, embowered in apple orchards. An old French Fort or earth- 
work, constructed to resist the Indians, stood on the shore of the 
lake about a mile from the inhabited part of the Bay. Two embni- 
sured field works, dignified by the name of batteries, covered the 
entry to the harbour. These works were armed with three old 
French 24 pound guni^, captured in 1760 ; the trunnions had been 
knocked off at the time, but, for the nonce, they had been exhumed 
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from the sand and clamped down upon pine logs, extemporized as 
carriages. The town was entirely open in the rear and on the 
flanks, an easy prey to an enemy waging war in the spirit of a 
buccaneer. An unfinished ship of war on the stocks, was, in a 
military point of view, the only legitimate object of attack ; and her 
destruction might have been, at any time, effected by a couple (^ 
boat's crews. 

This ship had been laid down as before said, in the preceding 
year, when the British had the command of the lake, and expected 
io keep it, and would have done so, had the Imperial government 
shown befitting energy at the outset, or had the later inspirations of 
Sir Isaac Brock been listened to. But the pall of an enforced 
procrastination hung over the Provincial authorities. A lofty dis- 
belief in the wickedness of man, and in the imminence of a war, had 
paralyzed and neutralized the precautions judiciously commenced, 
and the Americans had been permitted to gain the ascendancy. 
The ship could not be taken to pieces, nor, in the winter, be dis- 
embedded from the ice. All that could be done under the circum- 
stances was to push on the work, — as a happy-go-lucky experiment — 
to complete and save her, if it might so chance ; and, if not, — to 
destroy her. 

Commodore Chauncey, and General Dearborn, the American 
General in Chief, after due deliberation, preferred a cheap predatory 
certainty at York to a glorious uncertainty at Kingston ; and on the 
26th April, — at a period of the season when the Lower St. Lawrence 
was barred by rugged piles of rotting ice — when roads and rivers 
were impassable, and all assistance, support, or supply, impossible, 
— the American squadron left Sackett's Harbour, sixteen sail of 
vessels, conveying a land force of 2,500 men. 

Videttes had been, long before, posted, in constant watch, on 
Scarborough Heights, with orders to fire alarm guns, and, on sight 
gf a hostile fleet, to ride into town. It was late on the evening of 
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the 26th April, when tiie first report hociied every voice, nixtd 
stilled for a moment the startled hearts of a whole population. 
Night fell as the news amved, and wh^ it came hurry, con^ 
fixsion and dismay. We read of such tMngs, and in the interest 
of the story, lose nght of the agoi^ of the hour, when the tide of 
terror topples over the dyhe whidi has sustained it so Icmg, and 
drowns out human endurance, sense, and reason. Whatever may 
have been the e^ctation and preparation,*-^whatever the hopes 
and feara ; it is a tremendous thing to realize,-^that the spoiler is at 
Ae door, that Ihe happy home may be given to the flames, &at 
the tender wife and radiant children of to-day may be outcasts!^ 
Jind wanderers to-morrow< The excited mmd aggravates and 
exaggerates these apprehensions. It may be picturesque to tell' of, 
but it is an appalling thing to see— 

The thronging citizens with terror dumb, 

Who whisper with white lips, " The foe, thej come, thej come 1" 

At the same time, it is wholesome to remind the present gene^ 
Kition of the experience of the past. 

But the men of Toronto paused not long to whisper, nor could 
white lips be said to be, in any way, prevalent. The bounding 
blood stood still, for an instant only — ^men, who saw the whole extent 
of the danger, who knew the impotence of defence, also knew 
flieir duty, and every pulse of the popular heart throbbed with tihe 
rage of resistance. Old and young, rich and poor, high and low, 
^shed to arms. The maimed, the wounded, the invalid, the reck- 
less school-boy, the grave judge of the land, — all shouldered their 
muskets, and fell into the ranks. 'McLean, clerk of the House of 
Assembly, seized his rifle, and was killed at early dawn among the 
men of the 8th. Young Allan MacNab, a lad of 14 years, whose 
name has been, ever since, identified with Canadian story, stood Aie 
by side with a veteran faiihef, shlEittered with wounds, sire and son. 
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^ually eager for the fray: Bat ibe BriliA force was utterly 
wadequate for veffistaoce. Altogether, it did not exceed 600 men. 
3?wo ocHnpanies o( the 8th or ^^ King's 0¥m " were accidentally 
in the town <h;i their way from Kingston to reinforce ihe garrison of 
.Niagara, and i^^^fpfy awolled lUbe slaughter wiiih but li^e service 
to the oause. 

This fcmse was undw the coinmaod of Miyor General Roger 
jPbdUes Sheaffe, an did and braye office, who, after the death of 
Brock, had r^trieyed the fi^ cm Queenston Heights, and had 
been honoured for his success by a Baronetcy. Sheaffe was a 
Massachusetts boy, bom in Boston, educated from an early age for 
^ihe »rmy, into which he entered youi^, under the powerful influ- 
ence of the house of Northumberland. In the 49th foot, he served, 
side by side with Brock in the West Indies, in Holland and at 
Copenhagen, and with his revered comrade caoie to Canada. 
.Here he encountered, alter many years of separation, his cousin 
Maa:^ret, daughter of John Coffin, a U. E. Loyalist refugee,* who 



*The Lojftlist refagees fropi the United States in those days, found the 
pathway of flight a hard road to travel. Roads between the inhabited parts of 
the States and Canada, there were none. The only communication for a 
•iiunilj laden with its hojosehold goods was bj water. A large number of 
'tfie refugee Loyalist fiMoilies from the Eastern And Middle States of the sea- 
^board of America found their way into Canada by tiie riyer Hudson, Lake 
Ohamplain, and the riyer Ricjielieu, to Sorel. From, this point they took a 
fresh departure up the St. Lawrence to Kingston, or Little York or Newark, 
and intermediate places of settlement. The family of the late Sir Johp 
^rerly Robinson came into Canada by this route. 

John Coffin, named in the text, brought bis family round from Boston to 
Quebec in a schooner which, being the conjoint property of himself and a 
partner, who adhered to the Republican party, was shortly after captured by 
a British cruiser, and declared good prize. John Coffin, with nine children 
jreached Quebec In 1775. Jn 177^ he was proseribed by name in the " Boftt<H^ 
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had followed the colours under which Sheaffe fought, from Boston 
to Quebec. An old attachment was revived between the cousins, 
strengthened by the romantic incidents of many chequered years, 
and in 1808 they were married. He had left his wife and young 
children at Quebec, and his military headquarters were at Fort 
George. Having succeeded on the death of Brock to the civil as 
well as the miUtary command in Upper Canada, York was of course 
the seat of his Provincial government, but at the time of the 
descent he was almost, by mere chance, on the spot. 



Confiscation Act," * and his property confiscated as a penalty for his adherence 
to the Rojal cause. His return to Massachusetts would have been visited bj 
death without benefit of clergy. 

He was in Quebec, under arms, during the siege 1 775-76. On the memorable 
morning of the 1st Jan., 17V6, John Coffin defended the same batter^ at the 
Prhs de VUhj in the Lower Town of Quebec, with the well-known Captain 
Barnsfare, when assailed by the American forces. In front of this battery fell 
General Montgomery, and the chief officers of his staff, and with them the 
last hopes of the American cause in Canada. The following documents 
which remain in the possession of the family, prove by the best evidence, that 
whatever may be the merit justly ascribed to Captain Barnsfare for the defence 



* ''Boston Confiscation Act/' Sept., 1778, ch. 48.—" In Hassachttsetts a person suspected 
of enmity to the Whig cause, could be arrested under a Magistrate's warrant, and banished, 
unless he would swear fealty to the friends of liberty; and the select men of towns could 
prefer charges of political treachery in town meetings; and the individnal thus accused, if 
convicted by a jury, could be sent into the enemy's jurisdiction. Massachusetts also desig- 
nated by name and, generally, by occupation and residence, three hundred and eight of her 
people, of whom seventeen had been inhabitants of Maine, who had fled from their houses, 
and denounced against any one of them who should return, apprehension, imprisonment, 
and transportation to a place possessed by the British, and for a second voluntary return, 
without leave, death without benefit of clergy. By another law, the property of twenty- 
nine persons, who were denominated " notorious conspirators," was confiscated— of these 
fifteen had been appointed " Mandamus councillors," two had been Governors, one Lieut- 
Governor, one Treasurer, one Attorney General, one Chief Justice, and four Commissioners 
of Customs.— [Lorenzo Sabine, Historical Essay prefixed to Biographical Sketches of the 
American Loyalists, p. 78. 
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of this post, an eqaal measure of praise was, at least, due to the American 
Loyalist, John Coffin. 

The first of these letters was written bj Sir Guy Oarleton, afterwards Lord 
Dorchester, who was Goyernor and Oommander-in-Ghief of the Province of 
Quebec, and who was in Quebec during the whole siege. 

JsvNiNasBUBT, Dcc. 25, 1*7*79. 
Sib, — ^I have received jour letter, and am sorrj to learn jour brother's mis- 
fortunes render it now necessarj for him to apply for any assistance beyond 
his own industry, haying obseryed in all his conduct from his arrival in the 
Province of Quebec until I left it, a constant attachment and zeal for the 
king's service, as well as the manner of a prudent, worthy man, I could not 
but interest myself for him ; yet his conduct and judicious behaviour on the 
morning of the 31st Dec, 1*775, gave him a still stronger claim on me ; for to 
him with the assistance of Barns/are, I attribute the repulse of the rebels on 
the side of Quebec when Mr. Montgomery attacked in person, while the success 
on the other was very dififerent, and brought the town into no small danger. 
Now, whether we consider the strength of the post, the number allotted to its 
defence, or the former services of the officer who commanded, we might have 
expected as much at least from him— a remarkable proof this, that former 
services and greater numbers may be outdone by superior vigilance and good 
sense of gentlemen, though not used to arms. After all this, sir, I cannot but 
lament, that it is nowise in my power to forward Mr. Coffin's wishes ; I might, 
'tis true, bear witness to his merits, but this probably would hurt not serve, 
such is the state of things. I have, therefore, only to assure you of my esteem 
for him, and that I am 

Sir, 
Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 

(Signed,) GUY OARLETON. 

To Mr. Nathanibl Goffik, 

Pall Mall, London. 

The second is a letter written by Colonel Allan McLean, H. M. 87th Regt., 
commanding the garrison during the seige of Quebec, 1775-76. 

Quebec, 28th July, 1776. 
Sm, — As I am in a few days going to England with dispatches from the 
Commander-in-Chief, I should be glad to know if I could be of any service to 
you : power to do yon any material service I have none ; but your conduct 
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^cing the siege of JQo^MC last winter and spriaig makM it a datj on my pai^ 
to give jon mj testimony and approbation of eyerj paart of jonr condnet. 
Trath tnuBt always liave some weight with his Majesty and iris Ministers, who, 
tr am eertain, wish to reward ^eserTiDg men like 70a. To your resolntton msA 
watchfulness on the n%fht «f Bee. 3lflt, 1976, in Iceeping the gnard at 'tiie 
Prit de VilU under arms waiting for the attack which you expected ; the great 
coolness with which jon allowed the rebels to approach ; the spirit which your 
example kept np among the men ; and the very critical instant in which you 
'directed Oaptain Bamsfkre's ^re against Montgomery and his troops ; — to those 
eircumstances, alone, I do ascribe the repulsing of the rebels from that important 
post, where, wrth their leader, they lost all heart. 

The resolutions you entered into, and the arrangements you made to maintain 
"^at post, "vHien told yon were to he attacked from another quarter, was worthy 
tf a good "snbjeet, and would have done honour to an experienced officer. I 
^thought it inenmbent nm me to leave with you this honourable testimony of 
your serrice, as matters that were well known to myself in particular ; and I 
•Bbould be happy at any time to have it in my power to be nseful to you, and do 
ftBSure yon that I am with truth and regard, 

Sir, 
Tonr most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed,) ALLAN MACLEAN. 

To Ms, Jobs 0«Krnf, Qnebec. 

The thurd is a communication signed Henry Oaldwell, Lieut.-Golonel com- 
manding the British Militia at the siege of Quebec. This gentleman was father 
to Sir John, and grandfather to the late Sir Henry — Baronets of that name. 
He certifies by a document given under his hand at Quebec, May, 1787, that 
'' John Coffin, JSsquice, served in the British militia, under my command, during 
the siege of this town by the rebels, from Nov. seventy-^five to May seventy-six, 
during all which time he conducted himself and behaved with the greatest 
spirit, zeal, and activity in the king's service, which by his example was very 
much promoted, particidarly en the attaek of the 3 let Dec., when he Tery 
much distinguiahed himself." 

He left a large family — four daughters : the eldest married Colonel McMurdo ; 
the second, the Hon. John Craigie, brother to Lord Craigie, Edinburgh ; a son 
Of this lady is now a British Admiral ; the third became Lady Shea£fe ] the 
fourth died In Quebec. 
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And seven sons. One was killed, a Lieutenant in the Nayj; another, 
Francis Holmes, rose to the rank of Admiral in the same noble service ; two 
died high in rank in the Commissariat— one a Major in the Army ; a sixth was 
member Legislative Oouncil, and Oolonel Mil., Lower Canada ; and a seventh 
Adj.-General Militia, Upper Canada. 

His descendants reflect with pride, that the above-named exiles earned their 
rank bj long and faithfal services ; bnt it is a subject of still greater pride to 
acknowledge that thej all owed ^their opportunity to the devoted loyalty 
which has ever characterized their family, and to the generous appreciation of 
it by their Sovereign and country. 

These descendants in Canada and in England are many. Among those in 
Canada may be named Mrs. Hanulton of Quebec, mother of Robert Hamilton, 
Bsquire, and of the Hon. John Hamilton of Hawkesboiy, C. W,, Mrs. Dean, 
wife of James Dean, Esquire, Quebec,4uid WiHHunHohBeBCoffin,.Proilionotary 
of the Superior Court in Montreal. 
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Sbeaife. Foroe at his disposal. His dispositions. MaoNeil of the 8th. Ameri6an approach 
—Disembark in Humber Bay— Gallant resistance— Slaughter of the Grenadiers. Pike 
lands— Presses on the town— Enters the old fortr-Explosion- Destruction of friend 
and foe. Pike Idlled. SheafTe retires. The place capitulates. American Yandaliam. 
Bishop Strachan. His admirable letter. The fiurce which follows the tragedy. The 
« human scalp " turns out to be a peniwig. 

As many imputations, some thoughtless, many reckless — ^all 
equally imjust and ungenerous — ^have been cast upon the reputation 
of Sir Roger SheaflFe in relation to the defence of York, it may 
be allowed to a kindred hand, in this place, to vindicate his 
memory. 

York in itself was incapable of defence. All the troops in 
Western Canada would have been insuflScient to protect it. The 
regular garrison, if it can be so termed, consisted of a company of 
Glengarries and 60 men of the Royal Newfoundland regiment, 
apart from the militia. This force had been augmented accidentally, 
as has been before said, by two companies of the King's Regiment 
under Captam McNeil. Sheaffe's first duty as a soldier, and as a 
general, looking to the defence of his military command, was, to 
abandon a place never intended to have been defended, and to 
preserve his force for the protection of the country. The capture 
of this detachment, at this time, would have been an irretrievable 
loss, and, in its effects, fatal to the Province. 

His first duty, therefore, was, to destroy all public property 
which would otherwise benefit the enemy, and to fall back either on 
Kingston or Niagara. The direction of this movement depended 
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on the deyelopments of lihe enemy. If they had landed on the 
side of the Don, he would have retired on Burlington heights. 
They assailed him on the west, and he withdrew towards Kingston. 
General Armstrong, the American Secretary at war, wrote to 
General Dearborn, privately, from Waslungton, 13th May, 1813 : 
" We cannot doubt but that in all cases in which a British com- 
mander is constrained to act defensively, his policy will be that 
adopted by SheaflFe, to prefer the preservation of his troops to that 
of his post, and thus carrying off the kernel leave us only the 
shell." * If York had been left defenceless and unprotected ; if ^.^ ^ 
a ship of war in the hands of the shipwright had been recklessly 
exposed to destruction, the fault was not with Sheaffe, nor with his 
direct superior Sir George Prevost, as charged by Veritas, but * 
with the authorities in England who trifled with the emergency ;.i 
until too late, and then, spent treasures in life and money to repair f 
an irreparable error. 

On the first alarm, Sheaffe had got his men in hand, and awaited 
what the morning should bring forth. At early dawn, the Ameri- 
can squadron was seen bearing down on Gibraltar Point, and the 
western flank of the town. The plan of attack was at once dis- 
closed. The mouth of the harbour was the threatened point. 
While the ships of war engaged the three mutilated guns, an over- 
whelming force would be thrown ashore, and all retreat to the 
west would be cut off. Sheaffe, thereupon, detached the best part 
of his force to keep the enemy at bay, to check the advance, 
to afford time for the destruction of public property, and to cover 
his slow retreat to Kingston. Captain McNeil, at the head of the 
two companies of the 8th, was ordered on this service, about 200 
militia rallied on the flanks of the regulars, and Colonel Givens, 
with a small body of Indians, always notable in the war, ahready 
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1<^ ^m^mohE 09 ^m >wi^. 

6Crccu^ed iihe woods on tihe west «ide of the toim, akiirmishing to 
asoertaon ,the precuiepIaGe ^f laiidii;\g. 

Ajfi eyewitness has described the .scene. The American fle€^, 
.in beautiful order, bore down before .a fresh breeae which es^ed 
.them beyond the intended point of disembarka,laon. They h»A 
JgkUen to the iBOjoihwest aa far as the eastern extrefioiity of H^mAer 
jiBay, ere the ships of war ronnded to, and brou^t their he^irj 
^broadsides to bear on the shore. Sail was rapidly taken in, Hw 
Jbojats assembled under cover of the ve0sels,'--men promptly ea- 
ibarked, and the stalwart rowei^) — ^the beat sioajmen in the Ameiieflii 
^rvioe,; — ^bent ready to ^the oar. 

By this time McNeil, a^isured of the pomt idf descent, haid 
J»ought his men down the shore road, and had drawn them up-iii 
Jine, on the top of iiie bank which bounds the western side #f 
Humber Bay, a startiing red line, ri^t in&ont of the Americaai 
batteries, and at half cannon shot from the -rnvml^ of the guaa* 
it was a dauntless, but desperate expedieat, '*• o\etait bim mafni- 
^gu0, mm oe n'^tait pas la guerre.^^ TSie first American broad- 
^e swept ike men down. UkOi grass befoqre the scythe. Under cov^ 
iofiheir broadsides, amid the din aiid smoke> the Aii^rican boat'^ 
,^£ewi3 dashed te the shore. ^ 

33ie disembarkation was well handled. 80 «oon as the ke^ls 
inched ground, the riflemen under Forsyth, sore mth recoUectlQiis 
4af Qgdensbuig, were overboaj?d, in the watey, iq) the bank, d<mn 
among the bushes, invisible, exoept where tiie jApid pu® of white 
.j^oke bespoke i^ir &tal presencie. The boats backed <^ m- 
4rtantaneou8Ly^ and returned for reinforcements. McNeil himseJf 
<wd the greater part of his bmve grenadiers bead been killed by 
ti)e first csumiooade; th!ed^mnant,:scattered and shattered, feU baok 
^om before tib^e lashing fire, and liie American rifles, always dea- 
parately resisted, held their own. A bitter, skirmishing fight 
ensued among the trees. But the eager reinforcements hurried to 
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the shore. General Pike of the Attierican army, an ofBcer of 
repute, landed in the rear of the riflemen, at the head of a cBvisioa 
at least 1000 strong, and the torn relics of the British detach- 
ment, — the reliquice Danamriy — slowly fell back upon the town. 

Meanwhile, Sheaffe had collected his stores, dispatched his con- 
voys, and ordered his retreat upon Kingston. The Ught company 
of the King's regunent, an additiond reiirfereement for Niagara, 
was rapidly apiproaching from thai direction, and afforded opportune 
support. The ship and the dockyard, and a large quantity of 
marine stores were destroyed, — much removed ; the residue, for the 
most part indestructible in material, fell finally into the hands of 
the enemy. 

General Pike, on hk part, had pushed forward, feeling his way 
through the bush, and fighting with an enemy who defended every 
tree. BGs advance was slow but steady. At about 2 p. m., he 
emerged from the forest in the rear of the old French Fort and 
insignificant harbour defences. The fleet having effected the dis- 
embarkation weighed anchor and stood up into the harbour itself. 
!Phe simplicity of this operation proves all practical defence to have 
been impossible, and that any more protracted resistance would 
have doomed the town. The American troops pushed on and soon 
enveloped the Fort. It contained at this time within its enceinte 
file government or " King's House,'^ some public offices, the usual 
complement of barracks and store houses, and a powder magazme, 
built into the bank on the lake shore. This must have been a 
recent structure, as Brock, in 1811, complained that " the only 
powder magazine was a small wooden shed only sixty yards from 
the King's House." For safety's sake this dangerous appendage 
had been removed to a strong stone building constructed in the 
water front of the Fort. 

The Americans swarmed into the works, fiery with fighting, and 
flushed Yrith success, when, suddenly — with the crash and concussion 
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of an earthquake, — ^the powder magazine exploded at their feet, 
spreading havoc through their ranks. Of th6 assailants 250 wert 
instantaneously killed or wounded ; of the defenders many perished. 

Up to the sky, like rockets, go 
All that mingle there below : 
Many a tall and goodly man, 
Scorched and shrivelled to a span, 
When he fell to earth again, 
Like a cinder, strewed the plain. 
When in cradled rest they lay, 
And each nursing mother smiled 
On the sweet sleep of her child. 
Little thought she such a day 
Would rend those tender limbs away. 

Pike had pushed on to the front and was in the act of question- 
ing a militia soldier, one Joseph Shepherd, whose family still reside 
in the township of York, when — with a flash and eddying smoke — 
the infernal blast swept through the air. A heavy mass of stone 
struck the General down. In like manner. Shepherd was crushed 
at his side, and was borne off in the arms of his relative and fel- 
low soldier, Joseph Dennis, now of Buttonwood, Weston. The 
gallant general and more humble soldier, both died of the injuries 
received, within a few hours, victims alike in the cause of their 
respective countries. 

The contest itself was stayed by this catastrophe ; it had en- 
dured for eight hours. The surviving troops had withdrawn, well 
covered and unmolested by the enemy ; all that could be done had 
been done, and York capitulated through the local oflScers of militia. 
What remained of the pubUc stores was surrendered, two hundred 
and sixty-four militia men laid down their arms. Sheaffe left behind 
him of the regulars 62 killed, 72 wounded ; one wounded oflScer 
with one sergeant major and four men of the artillery, prisoners of 
war ; and fell back deliberately and without obstruction upon King- 
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ston. Such are the facts, the inferences are left to the judgment 
of every intelligent man, soldier or not. 

• • •Si quid novisti rectius istis 
Oandidas imperti) si non, his utere mecum. 

It is pamful to relate that the American army shamefully abused 
its success, and perpetrated acts of yandalism, wluch at a later 
period, and in a distant scene, Aitailed just retribution. 

The details cannot be given more effectively, than in the vigorous 
language of the Rev. Dr. Strachan, D.D., now the venerable 
Bishop of Toronto, who in a letter addressed to Thomas Jefferson, 
Esquire, of Monticello, ex-president of the United States of Ame- 
rica, and dated York, 30th January, 1815, expressed himself as 
follows : — " In April, 1813, the public buildings at York, the capi- 
tal of Upper Canada, were burnt by the troops of the United 
States, contrary to the articles of capitulation. They consisted of 
two elegant halls, with convenient offices, for the accommodation 
of the Legislature and of the Courts of Justice. The library, and 
all the papers and records belongmg to these institutions were con- 
sumed ; at the same time the church was robbed, and the town 
library totally pillaged. Commodore Chauncey, who has generally 
behaved honourably, was so ashamed of this last transaction, that 
he endeavoured to collect the books belonging to the public library, 
and actually sent back two boxes filled with them, but hardly any 
were complete. Much private property was plundered and several 
houses left in a state of ruin. Can you tell me. Sir, why the public 
buildmgsand the library at Washington should beheld more sacred 
than those at York r* 

We have here the testimony of an eyewitness, whose evidenet 
is beyond challenge. There is not in Canada a man whose career 
has been more thoroughly dovetailed into the moral structure of 

* Vide Appendix No. 1. Letter from Dr. Strachan to Thomas Jeffersoi, 
Btqoire, in exteruo. 
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soeiety, m 'welfare and in serrow, tkaa tha<^ c^ Johoy tl^ revered 
Bishop of Toronto. From a beginning of noble hmniliij, by dint of 
talent and honest energy, he now adorns the episcopate. Sixtj- 
four years since^ in tiie grand field of ^ educational It^our, he strug- 
^ed with, and mastered a rugged soil, which has rendered noble 
increase. It was his great privilege, to have modelled the minds 
and characters of the men, who have since made the coimtry, and 
who have left upon its broad surface, the " tower mark " of ster- 
ling. Whatever differences of opinion may have been, at times, 
entertained as to his course, that course has ever been straightfor- 
ward, truthful, and uncompromising ; and at the age of eighiy-five he 
enjoys, in the lusty winter of his years, the well earned respect and^ 
esteem of all classes of men in Canada. His testimony on the 
subject of the severities, persistently exercised by^ the American 
armies, is unimpeachable. His remarkable letter wffl be found at . 
length in the Appendix. 

Again, after the tragic scenes which have be^i narrated, came 
the farce. The Americans occupied some days in removmg the 
naval and military stores. The commanders fbund solace in the 
composition of despatches and in the compilation of catalogues. 
The " spolia opima " were all duly recorded, but the sensational 
trophy of the day, embalmed in a special report from the innocent 
seaman in command on listke Ontario, was "a human scalp*' 
alleged to have been found " suspended from the chair of the 
speaker of the House of Assembly.'* The official circles at York 
were a little scandalized and more amused at this announcement ; 
by some it was regarded simply as a mauvaise plaisanterief others 
it puzzled, but at last it eked out, that the shocking trophy so loudly 
paraded, was in reality a jt?enm^,— an official jt^^ne^^, dropped in 
the confusion, and transported in triumph to Washington, to find a 
place by the side of the ** stand of colours "' captured in the wig- 
wam of the Indian interpreter at St. R^gis. 

The Americans evacuated York on the 2nd May, 1813. 



CHAPTER X: 

American programme. Modiflcstion. Fall of York.- Newark threatened. Description 
of Newark. Fort Niagara. Fort George. Climate and country. La Salle. Sketch 
of his exploits. Discovers the Mississippi. Fort George burnt. Kebuilt by Denon- 
ville. Colonel Dongan, Goyemor of the Province of New York, objects to the builds 
ing of a Fort at ** Ohniagro." Baron de Longueuil— Kecord of this family. Fort 
Niagara taken by the British, 1760. Surrendered to United' States, 1796. Upper 
Canada created a separate Province, 1791. Governor Simcoe« His eareelr. Newark 
his capital. Visit of Duke of Kent, 1793. Compared with that of Prince of Wales, 
1860. 

The programme of the American commanders had kt first 
embraced the reduction of Kingston, York, and Fort GfeOrge or 
Newark. The attack on Kingston had been abandoiied; York 
had succumbed ; and Newark, distant only a fe^ hoilUfs' sail, un- 
supported and indefensible, lay at their mercy. 

Contrary vrinds, however, thwarted all endeavoiiift, and they did 
not arrive off the coast of Niagara before the 8tii of May. They 
disembarked at the mouth of a streamlet kiiown as Four-mile- 
Creek, on the American shore of Lake Oiitaiio, and, as its name ^ 
implies, situate about four miles to the east of Fort Niagara^/ 
Here, for nearly three weeks, the expedition lingered, while - 
Chauncey was employed m removing his wounded to Sackett's; 
Harbour, and in transporting from thence reinforcements and heavy 
ordnance, preparatory to the attack on the British position atEort. 
George. 

We may occtipy the' mterval by describing the mam feattires of 
this part of Canada^ 

The mouth of the river Niagara afforded one of the finest harbours 

H 
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on Lake Ontario. Safe of access, secure in its anchorage, and pro- 
tected from every wind, it was at the same time exposed to this 
drawback in a state of warfare — it was open to the fire of both 
shores, and was, therefore, useless to either party. The river is 
at this point about 800 yards wide. On the eastern shore, where 
it joins the lake, stands Fort Niagara. Fort George and its de- 
pendency, the town of Newark, stood on the western bank of the 
liver, somewhat withdrawn &om the lake shore. Fort Niagara 
commanded the entrance to the river ; Fort George dominated the 
^ harbor, and made it untenable by an enemy. 

But the town of Newark, on the British side of the river, lay 
under the guns of Fort Niagara, opposite ; and though Fort 
George, in the event of an attack, might retaliate and punish 
aggression, it could, in no way, protect the town. The course of 
. human events had reversed all human relations ; and Fort Niagara, 
which, from its fpimdation, had been to the town a fostering friend 
and defender, had, by the provisions, of treaties and the fate of 
war, been converted into a shape qf fear and a standing menace. 

The traditions of .the spot are as interesting as the site is beau- 
tiful. The scene i^ at once historic and picturesque. Within sound 
of the roar of Niagara; within sight of Queenston Heights; 
surrounded by a country of unrivalled fertiUiy ; a tessellated par- 
terre of fruit, flowers, and foliage ; wher^ the grape, and the peach, 
and the apple and pear flourish side by side ; in a climate soft and 
genial ; under skies as blue a^ those of Italy, and bathed in an 
atmosphere more pure and translucent. . Here, on the banks of a 
river exulting and abounding, whose winding-way, like that of the 
High Street at Oxford, is its main feature of beauty, and just 
where its waters Mend with the aqua marine of Ontario, rise now 
the ramparts of Niagara and the venerable ruins of Fort George, 
the Sestos and Abydos of that Golden Horn. 

The scene is worthy, at once, 4^ the pencil of Claude and of the 
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pen of Froissart, for it teems with memories of the deeds of adven- 
turous men. Here, in 1678, the heroic La Salle, built his first 
fort ; a few nules further on, above the cataract, on Navy Island, 
opposite to the mouth of Ghippeway Creek, he built his first ship. 
Men yet living recollect to have seen, in early youth, on this, then, 
well-wooded island, the charred remains of burnt ships and other 
relics of his extemporaneous dockyard. From hence, in 1679, he 
launched his first bark of European structure, oh the unknown 
water, of the upper lakes. He named her the Griffon, armed her 
with seven guns, and with his friend Tonti, and the celebrated 
RecoUet, PSre Hennepin, dared the watery wilderness of Erie, 
threaded the mazes of the Detroit, gave a name to lake St. Clair, 
penetrated into lake Huron, visited Michilimacinac, explored Mi- 
bhigaii,and closed hiiB great career by discovering the Mississippi 
ind founding liouisiana. ' ' 

The trading post at the mouth of the Niagara, erected by 
Robert Cavalier de La Salle, was burnt a few years afterwards ; 
and, in 1687, was re-estaUished by the Marquis de Denonville, 
(Jovemor General- of Canada, in a more permanent form, on the 
site df the present Fort Niagara; Denonville describes the locality 
as ^*the most beautiful— the most pleasing— the most advanta- 
geous site that is on the whole of this lake^." 

But the establishment of a French fortress upon the English 
side 6f the river NiagaXu,' aroused at onde the jealousy and the 
indignation of the' Pix)irinciala j ^d Colonel Dongan, the English 
Governor of the province of New ifork, remonstrated strongly 
against the building of a French fort at ' ^^ Ohniagro ; '' and in 
1687 he soKoited from the board of trade of the province of New 
York, an order to build a ^* bampagne fort at Ohniagro." 

Th^ ^6rks, established by Denonville, were ibaaidoned in 1688, 
and so remained until 1725, when the Baron de Longueuil* com- 

* This Baron de Longaenil must have been the second of the name. He had 
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menced a stone cavalier, and completed it in the next year. 
Chaussegros, the French engineer employed, represents that the 
work was erected on the spot where an ancient fort had been built 
by order of DenonviUe. 

With the fall of French dominion on this continent, came the 
fell of Fort Niagara. It had been by degrees enlarged and 
strengthened, and in 1759 was held for the French Bang, by M. 
Pouchot, who had under his command some 600 men. It was 



served from his youth in the French armies, and died Governor of Montreal. 
The third Baron de Longueuil, Charles Jacques Le Moyne, was born atjthe 
Ghateau de Longueuil, 26th Jan., 1724. He commanded the French troops at 
the battle of Monongahela, 9th Julj, 1756. He was made Chevalier de St. 
Louis, and Governor of Montreal. The Marquis de Vaudreuil relates in a 
despatch dated 8th September, 1755, that this distinguished officer, serving under 
Baron Dieskau, had disappeared in a skirmish on the shores of Lake George, 
and was believed to h^ve fallen a victim to Indian treachery, if not to Indian 
cruelty. He was then 31 years of age. He left an only daughter to whom the 
Barony descended, and who as Baroness de Longueuil married Captain Grant 
of the 94th Regt. at Quebec, 7th May, 1 781 . This noble and exemplary lady, who 
was the embodiment of all the graceful and generous and chivalrous qualities 
so much prized by the French Canadians, died in 1842 at the advanced age of 
85 years, an object of universal respect, as she was to the last, the object of 
universal love. Her son, the Hon. Charles Grant, MX.C, succeeded to the 
Barony and title. He had married Caroline, the eldest daughter of the late 
General John Coffin of Alwington Manor, New Brunswick, and niece to the 
late Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin, Bart. This lady still lives with her brother, 
Admiral John Townsend Coffin, in Bath, Somerset, England. The late Baron, 
who died in 1848, was succeeded by his son, the present Baron de Longueuil, who 
resides on the Continent of Europe. The House of Longueuil is connected by 
marriage with the Baby, De Beaujeu, Le Moyne, de Montenach, de Lanaudidre 
de Gasp^ de la Gorgendidre, d'Eschambault, and several other of the old 
families in Canada. 

And of these old families it is one of the oldest and of the most honourable. 
Le Moyne is the patronymic of the maison de Longueuil. They are of Norman 
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besieged by Brigadier General Prideaux, at the head of 8200 men 
and 600 Indians. The place was regularly invested, parallels 
opened, and batteries established. On the 20th July, General 
Prideaux was killed by the bursting of a cohom ; and the com- 
mand devolved on Sir William Johnston, of Mohawk celebrity. 
On the 24th July, an attempt was made to relieve Pouchot, by a 
French and Indian force from lake Erie. The besiegers obtained 
intelligence of the advance, and encountered it by an ambuscade 



extraction, descended originallj from a Count of Salagne en Biscaje, who took 
part in 1428 with Charles VII. and Joan d'Arc, la Pucelle d^Orleans, against 
the English. This Count de Salagne married Margaret de la Tremouille, 
daughter of the Count des Guines who was also Grand Chambellan de France) 
one of the oldest families of the kingdom. [Taken from a " Chapter on Cana- 
dian Nobilitj 'Mn Maple Leaves, an interesting contribution to Canadian Lit- 
erature, by J. M. Lemoine, Quebec] 

The Baronj de Longueuil in Canada was a creation of the Grand Monarque. 
Louis XIV, by royal Letters Patent, bearing date at Versailles, 27th January, 
1700, erected the Seignory of Longueuil into a Barony, and rarely indeed have 
distinctions been conferred for more distinguished services. In those days it 
was the practice to detail on the face of a patent of honour the honourable 
exploits of which it was the recompense. The same practice now enhances 
the value of the Victoria Cross. This document, which is recorded in the 
Register of proceedings of the Superior Council of Quebec, recapitulates, first, 
"The services rendered to us by Charles Le Moyne, Esquire, Seignior of 
Longueuil, who left France in 1640 to reside in Canada, where his valour and 
fidelity were so often conspicuous in the war against the Iroquois, that our 
Governor and Lieutenant Governors in that country employed him, constantly, 
in every military expedition, and in every negotiation and treaty of peace, of 
all which duties he acquitted himself to their entire satisfaction ; also the 
services of his eldest son, Charles Le Moyne de Longueuil, who had borne arms 
from his youth in the Regiment de St. Laurent, and as a Captain of a naval 
detachment in Canada since 1687, who had an arm shot off by the Iroquois in 
a combat at Lachine, wherein seven of his brothers were also engaged — ^further^ 
more of the services of Jacques Le Moyne de Ste. H^lene, another son, Captain 
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on the side of Lewiston, under the command of Captain James de , 
Lijncey.. The Fi^ench were Burprised, deserted by their Indian 
allies, and defeated. Pouchot was infprmed of, the extent of the., 
disaster by Sir William Johnston, and was offered most honourable 
terms, which he accepted, after a defence which entitled him to all, 
th^t was offered. Thus on the 25th July, 1759, Fort Niagara fell 
into the hands of the English. 

The fort remained in British possession up to the year 1783, 



in the Marine, who was killed in defending Quebec againet Phipps in 1690-^;^ 
also of Pierre Le Mojne d'lberyille, another son, Captain, of a sloop of war,, 
who captured Fort Oorland in Hudson^s Baj, and still commands a frigate. , 
Also, of another, Jose^^l^e. Moyne. de Bienrille who waa killed by the Iro^oiS; 
in an i^ttack on Bepentignj $ also of Louis Le Moyne de Ghateauguay, whQ fell 
in the taking of Fort Bourbon in Hudson's Bay; also the serrices osf PauI L»: 
Moyne de.Mariieourt, an iiusigu in the nayy and Captain of i^ Company in the 
naval detachment jof marines in service on shore. That for these and other, ■ 
consideratioaSi equally creditable, but too lengthy to enumerate heie, the 
most Christian kingeleyates the Seigniory of Longueuil to the rank, na^me, title^ 
and dignity of a Barony, in favour of the sfdd Charles Le Moyne, his children, 
heirs and descendants. Barely indeed, on the wider ^Ids of Christendom, 
have there been arrayed worthier titles to knightly distinction. 

Long as is the list of those meritorious men contained in this Royal docu* 
ment, it does not enumerate them all nor • their services* Charles Le Moyne, • 
"who left France in 1640'' the leader in the above Letters Patent named, was : 
the father of eleven sons. It will be observed that each is distinguished by- 
the name of the,/i^or other property with which he had been invested. . Six ? 
are named in the acU of 1700. , Besides these, two brothers, Joseph Le Moyno; 
de Sevigny and C^briel Le Moyne d' Assigny, both died in the Singes service^ ; 
Antoine Le Moyne died young., f Antoine Le Bloyae de Ohateauguaysneeceded^ 
Louis Le Moyne de Chateauguay who was.i killed in 1694, ^an Baptistei 
Le Moyne de Bieavilie SDQoeed«d:.tp the X«e Mojoc de Bienville who was killed 
defending a burning house against the Iroquois. 

•In a memorial £rpm Je^u^.Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville to the king,, dated. 
New Orleans, Jan. 26, 1*723, after setting forth his services, he desevibes him- 
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wfienit was surrendered to the Aiaeiicans, though not practically 
abandoned until 1796, under Jay's trbity. During the period of ' 
French possession, a village, in connection with the fort, had growii ' 
up on the western side of the river, being Frencli territory,' and, * 
therefore, more safe. The fort was looked upon as an outpist more * 
likely to occupy the attention of regidar assaSiants, arid deter pluri-' 
derers ; arid ihe village, secure in its irisigriificance, jrepOsed under 
its wing. 



self as a Oheyalier de St Louis, and Commander General of the Province of 
Louisiana. He states in it, that of eleven brothers onlj four were then surviving; 
Baron de Longneuil — himself Bienville — Sevignj, and Ghateauguaj, and that ' 
thej had all received the cross of knights of St. Louis. These details were 

collected in Paris bj Falconer, Esquire, son of the late Dr. Falconer, of 

the Circus, Bath, and brother in law to WiiUam Roebuck, Esquire, M. P. for 
Siieffield, England. 

But the most distinguished of this band of brothers— the one whose name' 
wiU live while the Father of Rivers continues to flow to the sea, was the dii- 
coverer of the Mississippi. La Salle, as is stated in the text, ascended tiie lakea 
and descended the Mississippi, and was therefore justlj entitled to claim the 
first discovery of the prodigious territory watered bj that majestic river and 
its affluents ; but the first person of European origin who entered the Mississippi 
from the sear— was the born Canadian, Pierre Le Moyne dlberville. He was an ' 
officer of the French marine. He had seen much hard and fierce service la 
Canada and Hudson's Bay. He was made Captain of a frigate in 1692. He 
visited France In 1695. He left it with three vessels. Entered and ascended 
the Mississippi nearly one hundred leagues, established a garrison and returned 
to France in 1699. He was decorated with the Croix de St. Louis. He subse- 
quently made two successful voyages to the same coast; left settlements, and' 
in 1720 was promoted to the rank of ^^CapUaine dt vaisieauJ* In 1706, he wag 
again despatched to the Mississippi charged wit£i an: important command. He 
died on his way, at the Havanah, 9th July, 1706. He was born at Montreal. 
What Burckhardt and Speke and Grant have done for the Nile — ^La Salle did for 
the Mississippi, but the month and the mysterious delta of the river, and the 
^te of the present great city of New Orleans, were discovered by a Canadian^ 
Pierre Le Moyne d'iberville. 
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But when, in 1796, the French fort became an American out- 
i^ork, the whole aspect of the frontier changed. The fortress, which 
had afforded protection, became a coign of vantage and exposure. 
The artillery, which had provided ' defence, menaced destruction. 
In the interim, in 1791, was passed the act 31, Geo. Ill, which 
divided Canada into two provinces, and conferred a constitution 
which was confided to the judicious administration of Governor 
Simcoe. This officer found the military head-quarters of his gov- 
ernment at Fort Niagara, and established hi^ miniature capital in 
the transfluvial town, to which he gave the name of Newark. 
Governor Simcoe was a remarkable man, and a becoming companion 
of the dramatis persance of this historical scene. Unlike La Salle, 
he was not the creature of his aspirations. He did not, in quest of 
an Eldorado, or of the fountain of perpetual youth, discover a 
vast territory, but in the steady practical spirit, in the spirit of the 
Puritan Pilgrims, he founded in Upper Canada a great English 
colony. He was an Englishman by birth, had been educated at 
Eton and Oxford, and animated by a passion for a military life, at 
the age of 19 obtained an Ensigncy in the 35th Regiment. His 
first essay in arms was in America. He was distmguished at once 
for military knowledge, activity, and sense. His earnestness and pro- 
ficiency had their reward. In 1777, Sir William Howe appointed 
Simcoe to the command of the Queen's Rangers, a partisan corps 
which performed conspicuous service duringthe war of the Revolution, 
and was finally disbanded after the surrender of Comwallis at York- 
town, 19th Oct. 1782. He has left a Journal of the operations of 
this corps, well worthy of the perusal of the military student. In 
the intervals of camp life, in the leisure of winter quarters, Simcoe 
had become a student himself, and had trained his mind to the dis- 
charge of great duties on a wider field of usefulness. Colonel 
Simcoe returned to England. He had acquired reputation. He 
was elected to Parliament in 1790. He took an active part in the 
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debates on the Bill which divided the Province of Quebec and gave 
a Constitution to Upper Canada. He was appointed the first 
laeut.-Govemor under that Constitution. He devoted himself to 
the judicious settlement of the colony. The present site of Lon- 
don was selected originally by him as the site of the capital of 
Upper Canada. But, at that early period, it was inaccessible — 
York received, and retdns the honour. Simcoe devoted himself 
to surveying the country, improving and peopling it. He invited 
the Loyalists from the United States, and he attracted settlers, 
military and others, by a prompt allotment of lands and a just rule. 
He planted the British Constitution in a virgin soil, put it upon 
trial, in a fair field without favour, and appealed to results ; and 
a trial of seventy years has justified his faith in the success of the 
experiment. He left behind him, through the land, the marks of 
his footsteps — vestigia ntdla retrorsum* Li 1794" he was ordered 
to St. Domingo. Thence to England, where in 1801 he was em- 
ployed in the western counties in organizing resistance against 
expected invasion. He was then a Lieut.-General. Jn 1806 he 
was sent to Portugal — was taken ill on the voyage, and returned 
to England to die in the meridian of life, aged 54. Had he lived 
he might have shared in the immortaliiy of Wellington. BBs 
energy and talent and experience were full of promise. He died 
unconscious of the fact, that before he reached his native shore, 
he had been appointed to succeed Lord Lake in the chief military 
command in Lidia. 

His residence was in a log building, of some pretensions among 
log dwellings, situate on the Canadian side of the river, in the town 
of Newark, and known as Navy Hall. His council sat in a wooden 
shed, and the council-chamber was, in those primitive and peaceful 
days, used by Catholics and Protestants alternately, as a place 
worship — the lion laid down with the lamb in patriarchial quietude. 

The first parliament of Canada assembled in 1792, 17th Sept., 
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in a marquee-tent— one remove in the sciaie of ascending civilizar 
tion from the aborigmal council-lodge. In 1793 Governor Simcoo 
entertained, at Newark, His Royal Highness the Buke of Xent, 
the father of our beloved Queen. It is recorded, that if the lodg- 
ing 'was indifferent, the fare was good. It is relate^ in contemporary 
memoranda that the guests were feasted '' with game, and all the 
dmiies the season and the wilderness could produce, such as '' 
wHte^fish, trout, wild-fowl, roast beef, ale, old port, and Madeira, 
of better qualiiy," adds the narrator, in the true spirit of the 
laudator temporis actij " than can be got in the present year of 
gi^e, 1862.''* 

His Royal Highness had been conveyed to JNiagant in the King^S 
schooner, Mohawk, commanded by Commodore Bouciiette, the giiand- 
father of the present Commissioner of Customs. On landing, 
^^ as soon as horses with saddles and bridles could be mustered,^^ 
the royal party wended their way by the river road, recently opened 
by the troops : the portage road, freqiiented by trafec, had previ- 
ously been restricted to the eastern, or American, bank of the river 
Niagara. The road to the calaract was an Indian path through 
the woods ; and an Indian ladder, which consists of a succession of 
pine trees, with the branches lopped short aa a foot-hold, led down 
for 160 feet, to the foot of the Fall. Down this hazardous descent, 
in despite of all expostulation. His Royal Highness resolved to 
venture, and, with the nerve and physical strength of his race, 
accomplished it successfully — ^returned with a capital appbtite, and 
in a log hut on the qiiivering brink of the abyss, " ate what the 
house afforded, and enjoyed himself exceedingly."t 

It is interesting to contrast this royal reception in the back bush, ' 
with the reception of His Royal BBghness the Prince of Wales, in 



* Memoranda of OolojaelJohn Olark, of St. Gatberines. 
t Mem. Ool. John Clark. 
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the same locality, seventy years afterwards. The endurance of 
the grandson was not exposed to trials such as these ; and those 
trials which civilization imposes upon princes, were encountered 
with a genial grace which reminded the present generation of the 
traditionary kindliness of the grandsire. And yet it may be doubted 
if the Prince of Wales enjoyed the crowd, and the crush, and the 
ccpgratulation3,.aiid the cheery which rose above the roar of ^th^ 
cataract, with half the zest, with which the Duke of Kent, with the 
flush of exhilarating exercise on his cheek, find the peifume of the 
pine branches on his hands and garments, partook of the rude cheer 
of the forest, in the door-way of a shanty, in full front of the Falls 
of Niagara — the sole monarch of all he surveyed — within sight 
and sound of the grandest spectacle that ever greeted royal eye. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Seat of Goyernment reknoved from Kewark to York. Fort George still Military Head- 
Quartera. American attack on Fort George and Newark. General Vincent in com- 
mand. American forces. British strength. American force on landing. British 
retire. Fort George fidls. Vincent occupies Beaver Dam. Description. 

Iq 1796 all the forts on the frontier of the United States, — La 
Presentation, or Ogdensburg, called also Oswegatchie ; Oswego ; 
Niagara ; Fort Miami, were finally transferred in accordance with 
Jay's treaty, to the American authorities. At Niagara the change 
produced much inconvenience. In the short space during which 
Newark had possessed the advantages and the honours of the capital, 
it had increased commercially. It had grown under the fostering 
influence of centralization ; but it would have been improvident 
and unsafe to have left the government and the archives of the 
legislature exposed to unpleasant alternatives, and Governor Sim- 
coe, with prompt prudence, removed the seat of government to 
Toronto, which in honour of a royal Duke, he had named York. 

Newark, however, still retained much of its former importance. 
It continued to be the head quarter of the troops ; and the 
bastions and curtains of Fort George gradually rose up in grim 
rivalry to the more regular and substantial fort on the other side 
of the river. Fort Niagara still retains the strong development 
and regular aspect imparted to it by scientific French engineers, 
before the conquest of Canada. It is now a large, well-constructed 
work, faced with stone, ditched and palisaded, fit at any time for 
military occupation and service. The defences of Fort George 
have, long since, dissolved into huge, unmeaning, inoffensive mounds 
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of earth — monuments of an expenditure of life and treasure, 
"without result and almost without object. 

The uselessness of the fort, in a military point of view, and the 
lamentable expense and loss entailed by its occupation, were memo- 
rably shown on the occasion of the hostile descent now to be 
related. The whole British force quartered in Fort George and 
cantoned in Newark, on the 27th May, 1813, amounted to 1340 
men, with eight field guns, under the command of General Vincent. 
Four twenty-four-pounders, captured from Hull, had been brought 
from Detroit, and were mounted on the bastions of Fort George ; 
a fifth was planted en harhette, in a redoubt, lying between Newark 
apd the lake shore. Fort George afforded some defence against 
an enemy descending the river Niagara, in the rear, but the town 
obstructed fire upon an assailant approaching from the lake shore. 
It is evident that if an enemy, superior in number, had thrown a 
force across the river above the town and Fort George, instructed 
to form a junction with troops to disembark at One-mile Creek, 
Uewark and its defenders would have been cut off, and enclosed 
within a narrow triangle — the river on one side, the lake shore on 
the other, and the enemy's line the base. It would thus have 
been invested by 6,000 * good troops in front, and exposed to the 
fire from Fort Niagara in the rear. That this manoeuvre had 
been contemplated is to be inferred from the fact that a flotilla of 
boats had been assembled at the Five-mile Meadows, about two 
miles below Lewiston. It was also a pet project with the Ameri- 
can Secretary of State for war.f 



♦ IngersoU. 

t If, instead of eoiicentrating his whole forces, nayal and militaiy^ on the 
water side of the enemj's defences, he had divided the attack, and, crossing 
the Niagara below Lewiston, had advanced on Fort George hj the Qneenstown 
road, the investment of that place Would have been complete, and a retreat of 
the garrison impracticable.-».^nfi«tr(mgr. 
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The forces of the Americans were ample, and in every way 
adequate' to the attempt. Generals Deaj-born and Lewis, Boyd, 
"Windsor, and Chandler were at the head of at least 6000 inen. 
The American squadron, under Coioamodore Chauncey, consisted 
of eleven vessels of war, with a fighting broadside of 62 guns — 
many of ihem long tfurty-iiwo and eighteen-pouiiders. Hi^ crews 

' mustered 900 choice seamen. This immense superiority was well- 
Imown to the British general ; and it is only to be lamented that 

'a sentiment of military punctilio, exacerbated, possibly, by the 
reproaches recently flung upon SheaSfe, should have iiiduced him to 
dare a useless contest against overwhelming odd^, and to have 
sacrificed 445 good soldiers, whose! services at Stoney Creek would 
iave been invaluable. Vincent, however, had resolved not to give 

' way without ia fight, and diBpbsed his men accordingly. He placed 
an advanced detachment of the Glengarry and Newfoundland regi- 

' taents, numbenhg about 250 rank and file, with 40 Indians, under 

' Norton, in a ravine and copse at the outlet of One-inile Creek, a 
small rivulet' situated aboiii one mile west of^ TTewiirk ; in their 

"rear, within supporting distance, was the left cotuiiih, under Colonel 
^Myer, 470 strong, protected by three light field pieces ; while his 

" right column, 600 bayonets, under Colonel Harvey, was drawn up 
between Newark and Fort George, except about 50 men of the 
49th foot and 80 of the militia, who occupied the fort itself. 

At day-light on the 27th May, the American flotilla — ships of 
war and swarms of boats — were discovered bearing down before a 
light breeze, iBrom the eastward upon Missisagua Point. At the 
same time the batteries of Fort Niagara opened upon Fort George 
and Newark ; but a heavy fog settling down suddenly, the cannon- 
ade ceased for a while, with little harm done, except to the town. 
During the lull, iiiree heavy schooners swepf in, so as, to enfilade 
the British twenty-four and nine-pounder guns en barbette. About 
8 a.m. the fog lifted and discovered tibe American flotilla bearing 
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down in three lines, towards One-mile Creek. As the boats ap- 
proached the shore, the British advance sprang to the bank, and 
tore them with so severe a fire, that the men cowered down for 

^ safety. Then the Oneida, and the Madison, and the Lady of the Laie, 
opened with their heavy cannon, and like Graham's artillery, at 
St. Sebastian, playmg over the heads of the stormers, threw their 
shot over their owu boats into the exposed ranks of the British, and 
with adinirable precision..., The fate of the brave McNeil, at York, 
was re-enacted, and the storm-struck line staggered back on its 
supports. * 

So soon as the boats touchjed ground, the Americans plunged 
into^ the water, and rushed to the shore. ^ Their officers rallied and 

, formed them with bravery and coolness ; but the brief time occu- 
pied in forination, enabled the left column, under Myer, incorpo- 
rating the remnant of the advance, to reach the top of the bank ; 
and the Americans were repeatedly driven back and thrust down 
at the point of the bayonet; but the brigades of Winder and 

. Chandler had reinforced the first. ..The twenty-four-pounder gun 
at .Missisagua had been silenced ; the nine-pounder, served by 
militia, bravely fought on, until almost every gunner had been 
^ed or wounded ; and the deadly fire from the ships enfiladed 
Myer's column. The Colonel himself was down, desperately hurt. 
Every mounted. officeif^ but one, was hit, and the exception lost his 
horse. Of a column of .470 strong, 204 regular and .85 militia 
were hora de combat. Fortune kindly spared the man who was 
most wanted. Harvey took Myer's place, and falling back on his 
own right column, which h;e had left for the moment in charge of 

.. Plenderleath, drew up his whole force in order of battle in the 
plain. This was to the west of the town and fort, on the line of 
retreat. 

So soon^ however, as the enemy had landed on the top of^ the 
bank and formed, a cloud of light troops and riflemen had been 
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thrown upon the road to Burlington .Heights, to intercept this 
xnovement. The American army had divided into two columns, and, 
strongly supported by artillery, followed in the same direction. To 
delay further, simply to indulge the dogged rage of resistance, 
were to tempt destruction. Vincent, yielding in his extremity, 
ordered his outlying posts at Fort Erie and Chippewa to join him, 
and directing Fort George to be blown up, gathered up the shat- 
tered remnants of his forces, and fell back upon the strong position 
of the "Beaver Dam," immolested, leaving behind him, on the 
stricken field, 445 of his best and bravest men. 

About noon, on that day, the Americans took quiet possession of 
Fort George. The 60 men of the 49th, who had been left to 
destroy the magazines, being entirely cut off, fell into the hands of 
the enemy. The American loss amounted to about 150. On 
reaching the Beaver Dam, Vincent was joined by Colonel Bishopp, 
from Fort Erie, and Major Ormsby, from Chippewa ; and thus 
reinforced, mustered 1,600 rank and file. Had he destroyed Fort 
George and retired to this position at early dawn, he would, in the 
words of Mr. Secretary Armstrong, " have adopted the policy of 
Sheaffe, have preferred the preservation of his troops to that of his 
post, and carrying off the kernel would have left the enemy the 
sheU." 

Vincent had retired to the Beaver Dam, covering his retreat on 
Burlington Heights. A beaver dam, or beaver meadow, is a com- 
mon feature of the wilderness. The sagacious labourer has long 
since receded before the footsteps of the settler, and the range of 
the trapper ; but his handy-work remains in evidence of his indus- 
try and skill. It is the practice of the beaver, when nature does 
not offer a pond or lake fit for the safe structure of his dwelling, 
to form an artificial overflow. He selects a gorgci between hills, 
or uplands on each side of a running stream, and with his teeth, 
and paws, and some slight aid from his tail, he cuts down trees, and 
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loats them to the site selected ; with his paws he moves stones, 
and earth, and branches ; he intertwines, and overlays, and plas- 
ters — and thus he creates a dam, with a rare certamiy of instinctive 
calculation as to the depth and area of water to be obtained, and of 
the strength and substance required for its retention. Many of 
these beaver dams have b^^n^foundtwelve^feet in thickness at the 
base, as many feet in height, and extending across valleys of con- 
sideiafole Wfdiii. ^It^b-tiio worit of «oi^omtr labour, typgasmed and 
applied witii the cfco^opqcg^ of h,uman intelligence. The conatruction 
of -tiie dam has, most probably ^flooded a larj^itraei^ landin the 
rear, and has destroyed vegetation; but (m the diisappearance 
of the engineer, the dam has fallen into decay ; a new vege- 
tMi<m^^f rai^ grilfSsl h|ifiH8pii«Agt^p i^.<lieTfluba4^06 i^f / wd 

in tb^ rear of -thedoi^rM 

m^adm- Hm^iB an ^MsmAmft^ lite early settlor —r it affiirds; to 
hia cow, pastose m sianm«r,.and hay in wiater ; a^d his^ first .shaafy 
is-plaeedib itfryiokul^. 

.The siilUary poei^i^n of ,^e rBeaver iDaniiW^^libciiit twelve 
xay^ imi^^Affu^'m^^'^iso^A torthe Heights ^.MdoiieiDe^ 
1^ huflt a«to&e^hou9e'jbard?b;,^^j^^ became iatnonee a. dep^^ 
ip|jukaryHito)Ke)9« wd« Affipmt^ d'^xpffui. The 4wk ita^lff an embank- 
mcoit,; might ;ibenifaaveibe€^l^kM:to^ oasaef 

9Sls^}iy^ntii^^ cjtt^was jftiemehi^ 

Yjltj^dfts /((H»miaandi^ orosfroroad to Ten-^ioflei Onwk, mm^Bt 
i:k^mm, ^^^t^fetif^t,^^^ wxtib 280 men. 
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'j liike.Oittarid^ EJngston. Saeketf 8 Harbour. Szpeetatioiifl and prepMntfons. Dr.Bkli-- 
ardflon, D.D.— His Career and Record. Departure of Squadron. Sights Sackett'a 
' Harbour and withdraws. Capture of American Officer of I>ragoons. The EzpeditioB 
letives— Preparations Ibr landing. Fnparations for leslstanee. General Jacob BroWh* 
Colonel Baccus. Landing elfeoted. . Americans defeated— fire the stores and ships on 
the stocks. The British ordered to retreat Withdrawal of the Expedition. 

Leaymg Gleneral Vincent to raUy around him his outlying detach- 
ments, and to organize his retreat upon Burlington Heights, we 
will now turn to events of equal moment, which took place at the 
same time, at tiie eastern or lower extremity of Lake Ontario. 
Here, where the waters of the lake contracting, assume the dimen- 
nons of a river, the St. Lawrence, embracing in its thousand 
arms the far-famed ^^ Thousand Mes," commences, imder that 
name, its glorious and rapid course to the sea. On the north shore 
of tiie lake, at the mouth of the Biver Gataraqui, stands the town 
and fine harbour of Kingston, whilome selected, and witii much 
judgment, as the seat of government for United Canada. Zt would 
be out of place here, to dweU upon tiie passions and tiie prejudiees, 
or tiie policies, which have made' ilns.cosfly and coveted prize, ever' 
smce the disturbance of the arrangement mentioned, an apple of 
discord, cast down, in turn, to tiie competition and confusion of 
every important ciiy in the provintse ; which has convulsed parlia- 
ments, destroyed ministries, which yields only, and with reluctance, 
to tiie arbitrament of tiie Queen ; and against which, even now, 
though the masses approve, each disappointed competitor exclaims, 
in the spirit of an epigram on the marriage of our Second Charle» 
to Catharine of Sraganza. 
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• 

Here 's a health to Kate, 

Oar Sovereign's mate, 
Of the rojal house of Liflbon ; 

Bat the devil take Hyde, 

And the Bishop beside, 
Who made her bone of his bone. 

Here, in 1673, with the tact and foresight of a soldier, the Count 
de Frontenac, then Governor of Canada, established a fort, called, 
at first Cataraqui, and afterwards by his own name, which fell into 
the hands of ike British in 1759-60. In 1787 the British abandoned 
their previous naval establishment, on Carleton Island, which hap- 
pened to fall within the American boundary line, and, from that 
time, Eangston became tiieir chief establishment on Lake Ontario, 
their best harbour, and the focus from whence radiated their 
future settlements on the shores of the lake, and the River St. 
Lawrence. 

On the opposite coast of this northern Bosphorus, sheltered by 
large intervening islands, lies Sackett's Harbour — the American 
Cherbourg, as it has been called, — ^but with little to suggest the 
comparison, beyond a small and safe harbour, and defensible envi- 
rons. Without comparing Emgston to Portsmouth, it was the 
aciy British naval establishment on Lake Ontario ; and without 
exaggerating the strength of Sackett's Harbour, it had sheltered 
and equipped a fine squadron which, imder Commodore Chauncey, 
had sacked York, and reduced Fort George. 

Both Elingston and Sackett's Harbour had, for long, been objects 
o£ mutual apprehension. Enterprises had been planned on both 
ndes for the destruction of either, as a sure means of naval su- 
premacy, and ultimate conquest ; but up to a very late period the 
opportunities of the Americans had exceeded those of the British. 
How far tiiey had improved their chances has been already shown ; 
but tiie arrival of Sir James Yeo at Ejngston, early in the month, 
with about 600 officers and men, of the Boyal Navy, aiid the com^ 



pleiion of an additional veasel of walr, tii^ "Wolfe, of 20 guns, justi- 
fied the hope that tiie chances of war had at length turned in 
favour of the British. 

These chances appeared to tiie popular 970 to be reduced to a 
certainty when it becttdo^ kndwn tihat Chamio^y and his fleet, and 
Dearborn with his soldiers, were in front of Niagara ; tiiat to supply 
tiie means of attack they had dismantleld and disarmed 'Sackett's 
Harbour, and that the stores and ships in course of construction, 
and the arsenal, naval and military, h&d been left to tiie protection 
of the militia of tiie country. 

Expectation, too, rose to the highest pitch when it was an- 
nounced that tiie Coxnmander-in-Chief was himself in Kingston; 
that an attack upon ^ackett's Harbour had been plaimed ; and tiiat 
the combined forces would be commanded by Sir George Provdilt 
and Commodore Sir James Yeo, in person. *I!he preparations 
made under the circumstances were such as to reassure tiie lealt 
salnguine. Sir feleorge Provost, surrounded by able dficers,'had 
under his command 750 men, detailed 'from tiie following regi- 
ments: the 160th, the Royal Scots, tiie 8tii,theI04tii, the New- 
foundland regiment, one company of the (xlengarries, two companies 
of Canadian Voltigeurs, and two six-pouiiders, with ))heir gunners. 
This force was conveyed in the Wolfe, 20 guns, the flag-ship of 
Sir James Yeo ; the Royal 6eo]:ge, 20 guns ; !Moira, 16 gims ; 
Melville iSrig, 16 guns ; Netiey schooner ; alid smaller vessels. 

The expedition sailed from Kingston early on the morning of the 
27th May, at the hour when, the first echoes of tiie American guns 
reverberated on the shores of l^agara, and Chauncey and Scott 
were engaged, hand-to-hand, mth Myer and' Harvey. The weisbther 
being favourable, &nd the wind fair, the flotilla arrived olTBackeWs 
Harbour about 10 a.m. 

' The accounts of the subsequent occurrences; both American and 
Britiish, diiSer in all but the result. 'The Americans exaggerate 
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aotiireiolutereffiidiaiiceiQrovrm oip^sa. Tb9 

]%:it»i^ blilidiwitb;]»gftiajidm pnmtc but, blinds guidfif 

tg^. the^ (K)nfu8ed. enqivmrw Sir'GA(»)g9iPrQVQ6tvth(»ugh aa adept 
nHii hiaip^ upiim tiik ocoMic»^ didnot .^raritehia oim commeDtamft^ 
and tl)«. letter q£ hku a^t^nt^goneml, Golonelr Bainea^ affords b«l 
an imperfect explanation of this inexplicable transactioii. 

ButE;1Jie/difllcii]i^ wiucItcloiiMfodtthiao theAnarrMi^ey has 

bfi9n,.t^ agr^:' c»ctont, diapelled^ by aaou imexpeeted^ and: fiiendfy 
liamdi; aadLali^thaa been oaat upon tbe.inovem^ila andibejneii 
agtbi8iei«pedjtia%bj:pnFa4;e Q^x«H)rao^^ moal 

Iwdly, p«rimttedf ta xmp,, aAdiiw^hi OQiw»i»di at: <¥W» <w respect 
iMi^di* adQiowledgpaenta* 

Pl0 wit^esB^ OQ tiiiB/ ooeo^^^ is w^r Impum to> mostr men in 
QHfiada* I)d :tb^Q;w)|(>:l|A^e! a^^tandedi, delate jfearSi, tbe niunerpfuf 
^^^^ gath^eringa. (m- Qaeenst(Mik Heigbte^ it ia easj to i^ecall ooa 
&l9)^lkr fai^aod figui»^ ]^ is aitaU and yenerable &nn^ of gentta 
l^pe(0.t>b«J^fl!(^<H^Lj p(u*tfr-^gi»^ q£ 

Frosty, but kindlj— 

aid wbs«i0r 1^1 bfeaajt i^^} d^^K^rated^ bgr. a. Gtoada medal*^^ and an 



*Smc9 the aboYQ, was in print, the, writer has been informed, that hf 
is in error. There is no Canada medal; but let the error stand. If D^ 
Bfchardson has no sach medal, he ought to have one. And it woold be weU 
lo^know whgr this gseat boon has been withheld item the Militia sel^r of 
C|«i»ad^ Me4$lSi. bara: been^^pa^ntA^ l<9r services .oa, th^ Ganges, aa4:SQtl«Jy ia* 
OI||nflk and in Kaffijrlapd. A 3fl9itr(M. defioc^i^a has beeO; tmrdUx bentQwed on 
the heroes of the Peninsula. Mo^aU were g;iTen for Gbateaugnay, where there 
was some fighting, and for Detroit, where there was no fighting at all. Why is* 
it that the men who fongbi and bled at Queenston Heights, on the Niagara andt 
Q^^piU ^Qtierftf M^MmmiAomn, and Foct Meigs; at Schlosaeeand Black 
»«fik;.^ Oi^dwiaburi^} at.ll^^oUanaM oi| aie^Si^,Li^||«9m^,a9^tHl^^i. 
should have been denied a guerdon, so highlj prized, for services which* 
cannot be ignored ? 



1: 
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mnpty sleeve. To the enquiring stranger it would be replied, that 
the veteran who excited his interest was the Bev. Dr. Richardson^ 
D.D., now Bishop of the Episcopal Methodist Church in Canada ; 
and, in his youth, a gallant officer of the Provincial marine, who, 
in 1814, had, in action with ihe enemy, lost an arm in the service 
of his couniary . 

This gentleman was ihe son of the brave Lieutenant Richardson, 
who, as before related, carried the Simcoe into Eongston harbour, 
in despite of the fire of tiie whole American squadron. Brought up 
from a boy in the navigation of the lakes, at the age of eighteen he 
followed his father's footsteps, and entered into the Provincial ser- 
vice. In 1812, being tiien twenty-one years of age, he received 
his commission as Lieutenant. At this time the Provincial Navy on 
Lake Ontario consisted of the ships Royal George, 20 guns; the 
Moira, of 16 ; the schooner Duke of Gloucester, of 8, and the 
Netley schooner, of 12 guns ; with numerous small vessels, acting 
as gunboats and transports. The services of these vessels, in default 
of all other means of communication, were indispensable to the 
divisions of the army, both in the east and in the west of Upper 
Canada. 

GSie officers of the Provincial Marine received th^ir conmiissions 
from .tiie Commander-in-Chief in British North America, and the 
whole force was attached to the department of the Quarter-Master- 
General. On the arrival of the first detachment of the Royal Navy, 
ttiese gentlemen were informed that their commissions could not be 
recognized by the rules of a service, which subsequent intercourse 
with Turks and Frenchmen, Sardinians and Russians, has rendered 
far more cosmopolite. "With a very suggestive show of reticence, 
tiie greater part of these officers retired from the marine, and took 
service in the militia, where they were permitted to risk their lives 
without offence to then: feelings. While we appreciate the sensitive- 
ness which shrank frt)m an indignily, we admire the more the 
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patriotism of those who cast aside every consideration which inteiv 
Ifered with service to tiieir country. Two of the number, Lieutenants 
George Smith and James Richardson, could not bring themselved 
to abandon their more natural element, and, to the great satisfaction 
of the Commodore, accepted rating as '^ masters," which gave them 
rank in tiie gun-room with the commissioned officers, and enabled 
ihem, as " masters and pilots," fix)m their knowledge of their owii 
inland seas, to render important services.* 

We may feel satisfied in Canada, however, that the reign of martinet 
punctilio has long since {jassed away, and that a Canadian officer of 
the Queen, should occasion ever require his services, will receive at 
the hands of the army and navy of England the same share of 
respect which is freely awarded, in military intercourse, to a German 
^ Felt-wachirmeister," or to a Turldsh " Bim Bashi." 

In the middle of May, Lieutenant Richardson had been des- 
patched by Captain Barclay — previous to his own departure for the 
western waters — ^to escort, in the gunboat " Black Snake," the rear 
detachment of Yeo's blue-jackets, under Capt. Mulcaster, up the St. 
Lawrence to Bjngston. On their arrival, the men had been distri-, 
buted on board of the ships of the squadron. Richardson himself 
was appointed to the Wolfe, and was thus present at head-quarters 
on occasion of the descent of the 27th May. 

The wind was fair, the weather favourable and propitious. About 
10 a. m., on the 27th May, the squadron approached Sackett's 
Harbour. No enemy appeared at the landing place, and no osten-' 
sible show of resistance. All preparations were completed ; the' 
men embarked in tiie boats ; the anchors ready to be dropped. The 
very spot indicated as the point of disembarkation had been reached, 
when, instead of proceeding to land and taking the place, which 
might then undoubtedly have been effected ahnost witiiout loss of 

* Kem. of Dr. James BiehardsoQ, DJD, 



186 OHBQKIGLB 07^ TSOl. WAE* 

life, tiie laroops were ordered to r&fembarl^t^ slops'liaided to th«r 
wiiid, Trithdrew from ibe coaai, aad tbe enterpriae was app»EeD% 
abandoned. 

The g^n^cal amazement was contaroUed by the iivrtaDcta of diah 
cipline, and by the belief that the retreat was a rme — ^part of aenie 
preconcerted plan ; and at this time an occurrence took l^ace, 
which diverted attentioI^ and caused some amusement. In the 
afternoon, as the Wolfe was worldng to windward, away firom iSm 
landing place, and about six miles' in the offings a boat waa diacarered 
approaching with a white flag, from* a low wooded poix^ of land^ 
which forms the coitrance to a deep bay knows asrH^iid^nKHi's 
Harbour. Commodore Yeo (fispatched lieut, Dobbs,- in xxpiA of the 
ship's boats, to meet the stranger, and ascertain Us business^ After 
a brief interview, Dobbs proceeded on to the shore. The Ammeaii 
boat continued its course, and discharged upon the ieck of the 
flag-ship a gentlenukn, ostentattousLy armed, with a. belt tmsOiiig 
with weapons, who announced himself to be a captain of dragocnuu 
& reported to the officer of the deck that he was in command (^ a 
detachment, which had, on an uncongenial element, been attacked 
by Indians,. and had " concluded" forthwith to surrefloider. A^ pari 
of his men were in the boat alongside, and Bobhs had proceeded t» 
the shore for the remainder. It appeared that a party of Chippewa 
Indians, the occiqpants of about iliree canoes, had attacked- the bold 
dragoon as he crept along the shore, seeking to rdbforce the garf 
risen at Sackett's Harbour, and had been, in reality, repulsed. 0]ae of 
the savages, badly wouiMled, had been taken on board of the WoUe 
wmd dmt time be&re ; but dread of the Indians had blinded the^ 
gallant officer to bis own.successy and, without further molestatio% 
he had thrown himself upon the. protectian of the fleet. Tfaet 
remaindw of his men were soon brought on board* At tlius time 
the commanders were at dinner. The officer was invited to the table, 
and, on being introduced, perceiving some twinklings of fun ou the 



THB SQUADRON* lOcmisawa-H^^cmniBia^ JACOB bbown. 1S7 
imw of tiiie: jimionf raolftrked : <^ QeatleiitMB, li confetB tiM? nijr 

Wbetiier ilie inforsiaiibi^^eiX'by'l^ M&strwb&ted cottfid««09^ 
wiliafe Us dqwtmen^' gave^ occmoq f<»r i^efleotiifAi) Sb^ €Ndorg6^ in 
tfifew boon, Diade fresb digpmtiimB. A<^ midmghii in^ i^- diui^^ 
Iwavy nam had coai»< on^— sl<»' diBtMMW' of some miles fii>m ttte 
Inklii^^^wIiM^ ^tuy had«U but gftindd'seftie^koitfs bef6M, the mea 
were put intotiie bo«ii8, aede^y^e^t^ t6' Ae riiim^ Goli^BePBttiie» 
vehit»8< ik$Jb' th^ biDaISi wei^' afSS^^Bd^iS^ at 1 a^ i&*., hr compact and 
segukur oxidei^ kiitcoMUttg to effilot>a^^landillg b^i^ the enem^codd 
Hoe iJhQ?w'tK)d8'mtb troops^ bo^ 

O0th9 coaet^ flmd a stvoi^ cnrfent bad diifted the boats from the3r 
pMper stationi When day da^vsied they ptsdled ferthe proper point 
00 disemibaritatbn*^ 

in the meaa&ne ilie enemy had' not^ been idlei On iJie- first 
approaoh of i^ Si^asb flotHIai, ike soant^ ga»iBon of Sackett^ii 
Harbour consisted of a few Aisi^rieail^ ]^egulto«v a shm^^ feroe of 
Albany volunteers, and the local militia. They mustered two field- 
pieces, and a long 3^2-pounder, on a piyot, surmounting Fort 
Tompkins. Gplonel Baccus^ o£ the United States army^ was^ in 
Cjwmand of the place* The general commanding the district^ 
Jacob Brown, a respectable fanner, residedat a distance of aboui 
twelve mUes firoin the harbouTf He was, inunedia^tely notified, aod 
proved to be a loan not un^uial to the emergency^ He took inatanif 
ogieasuresi aliarmed the coun1;ry^ smmnonedt Ihe militia^ and roused 
a spirit of resistance, which was not diminidied by the abrupt 
departure of the British fleet By ds^Jbreab> on. the foQowiug 
njiomng^ aU his.arrangementa had bee^ ma4o« 

Xhe troops landed withli^e opposition. V^j first eocpunt^red 

♦if em. df Dv. Janaes Rtdfardwtf, n.Xf. 

* Report of Colonel Baines, Adjatant-General, Maj 30, 1813. 
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a body of militia, supported by a fieldrpiece. This force was 
attacked and routed, tiieir commander killed, and the field-pieoe 
eaptured. The adyance, however, was enfiladed by tiie gun on 
Fort Tompkins, which inflicted loss ; but tiie landing having been 
made, the front was forthwith cleared of skirmishers ; and, divided 
into two detachments, under Colonel Yoimg, of tiie King's, and 
Major Gordon, of the 100th, the troops, m excellent order and 
with perfect confidence, advanced to carry the place. 

The works at Sackett's Harbour then consisted of two stockaded 
barracks, with block-houses and defences constructed of logs and 
cedar pickets ; of Fort Tompkins, with its solitary gun ; Fort Pyke, 
and the dockyard defences, denuded of artillery, employed in the 
attack on Niagara. The American garrison, in addition to the . 
force first enumerated, consisted now of a swarm of militia, hurriedly 
assembled fi^m all quarters, who, over-exultant the night before, 
were not a littie disconcerted by tiie changed aspect of affidrs in 
the morning. Littie, had they thought — 

That upon night so sweet, each awful morn should rise. 

The British advance was an uninterrupted success. The miHtia, 
in despite of appeal, remonstrance and objurgation, took to flight. 
The American regulars were broken and destroyed. The brave 
Colonel Baccus, their commander, was killed. General Brown re- 
solutely, but hopelessly, struggled to retrieve the disaster. Dismay 
spread on every side. The officer in command of the dockyard set 
fire to the Pyke, a frigate on the stocks, two ships of war in the har- 
bour, and the naval store-house, filled with the spoils of York. The 
stockaded barracks had been fired by our troops. General Brown, 
without disparagement to his personal conduct, was prepared to 
capitulate. The rough farmer, fresh from the plough, had displayed 
qualities which brave men admire, and older soldiers may have 
envied. 
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At this moment of midisputed trimnph, came an order to retreat, 
issued by Sir George Provost himself. It is idle now to speculate 
on motives, to invent arguments, or discuss theories. The great 
fact is indisputable and irresistible. By all accoimts, both British 
and American, the place was at our mercy, when, with the effect of 
a stunning and stupefying blow, tiie order to re-embark fell upon 
fdl hearts. The men sullenly and mechanically fell in, formed, and 
retired unmolested, fix)m before a dispersed and demoralized foe. 
One of the brave colonels in command exclaimed, indignantly, in 
the hearing of Mr. Richardson, as he came up tiie ship's side : ^^ If 
he would but ^ve me my own regiment, I would yet land again, 
and have the place." 

The expedition returned to Kingston, overwhelmed with indignant 
mortification. Brave men and gallant officers had fallen ; life and 
reputation had been sacrificed — ^honour itself imperilled, in tfie 
very wantonness of irresolution. The story told requires no 
further comment.* 



* The personal courage of Sir George ProTOst in the field has always been 
extolled by those who were around his person, and who knew him best, and 
whom he inspired with strong affection. Colonel Macdonald, an ofiScer who 
had served with great distinction and who subsequently acquired still more 
on the Upper Lakes in 18 14, writes thus, on this head, dated Kingston, 29tli 
May, 1813. " Sir George landed with the troops, accompanied by Mr. Brenton 
and myself. His Excellency was in the thickest of the fire, and of course had 
some narrow escapes in an action, the musketry of which was heayier than 
anything I ever saw, except the 21st March in Egypt." 
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Stoney Creek— British retire from, and the Amerieans occupy their ppsitioii— Harrey^s 
plan IbMiighl^tliadiE^Tlie -Ame ri e a i is surprised— Desperate flgMteg— Americami dii- 
pers«i<-GenenalhG|land]jeji^ anc(cWindi»r taj^en j^i!MQ«w««^JSie8eRt a8|{«c^ of the gronwl 
— Old Lutherian Chapel— Burial place of the slain— No memorial, stop^— Why not J 
Americans lUl t»ck on 2fiagar»— Abandon camps and supplies. 

Ito^. witbir a .^«teM m»^. of x^W^ ii^,Mfim»S) ^ nd'inral 
oourse of ovcsxts^^we A^.nxv^ tr«D3ported. ta-ihe.ugper wd of Lab^ 
Q&taiio-«4o Gh9B6ralli Vinodi^ aM tiie retceatiog ^arisoa dr iS^i^ 
g;krar-4bere to reeoid. how> one refiokto,, thouj^ii^ laWy la^j 
control &te and restore fortune. 

Vincent had withdrawn deliberately to the position of tiie Beaver 
Dam. Here his outlying detachments had joined him from the 
south. Bishopp, on evacuating F6rt Eiie, had blbwn up that work ; 
aa.d now the General, with the same deliberation,, f^ back upoiO 
ibe siarong position o£ BurHijgtoii Hfiig^t^^ 

Burlington Heigl^^ Gotoated al^ui two mitestotih^'wec^of the 
present city- of ESunilton, was, in those days, a strong pofflti<»i; 
Modern artillery, however, has been very destructive to this sort 
of reputation. The area is toa contracted to be o£any value. npWf 
It is a peninsula, elevated about one hundred feet above the water 
of Burlington Bay on one side, and the extensive Desjardins marsh 
on the other. It was unassailable, except by the neck of the isth- 
mus, which was defended by field works. Here tiie general 
covered and maintamed his communications, with York on his left 
rear, and with Proctor and the western division of his army on his 
right. 
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He discoyered talent, made use of ii,.«Qdrdid it «fi^Ie jwBtioo. 

£Cs despatches do-honour-tolib^fioldieijiyi^^ ^He^hfMl^iiy.Iwi 

side a man -of rare.jailitacy4uaHties--^Iietit(«6diHM 

after jears, Sir John 'Haryey, . E.GiB^, s, .geAeial offieer, and 

governor of Ifova Scotia. He was at thisitunerA^jotant^nemJ 

to the forces in the field on the Niagaca fi:<(»tier. rHe had oite^ 

duetedithe vetreatof the troc^from Fort €k^(H|ge> with marked 

skiU^md energy94mdiiad^ded his.oMefm toka^ 

strong position. The ibree, however, rwas weak^in'^iOBe iisfOFtttit 

particular. The ^amsuimtion wa8^red¥ieed^>ta!abMtf90:t<Mu»lB:pir 

man, without Tesonree or means of mnpfij. 

.On the 5th.June the American «i«(iy,inipvDraait,^'ao^ 
2600 men, inokicKng 250 rcaval^fiy and ei^i; guns, under oommaad 
of , generals (%andkr and Whidery had reaek^FoHj-MHle' Greek, 
one of tiie nomerous^ streamlets '^ieh deseend firanb^eHiplateaCi'iRf 
Niiigara mto Lake Oiiitaiio, «nd whieh^inif^fMlar^fMob^ 
oate vatiekeri than define the distances foet^ipe^ [Sliiigaia andiHasnil- 
ten. The-Britiah advaiioedr:post&:ai Stoik^ Gieetfttt back befim 
them, and 4^ eaen^y oce^ed-for the night gpoumd^wellknown^'tD 
the late defenders. VdMentddspatehed Harv^wittiii^^smallforee 
to rec(mti<»tre'tbeir pos^ea and IKirength. Xhere is a trac^tion in 
the Bea^bodrhood thaiHaw^himd^, hamg borrewdd thoigarb 
and 4he wa^cm^ ^e. Qteker,:ipei]«tnitedinte.lke:'Amerioan ik 
sdliiig: potatoes ^otd ^^ taking notes." !Eheee dbo: can recall tiie 
comBdanding istatnre and .bearing of the igidlant toffioer, maintam 
that! this ^^ms the vefyktstdsigaue lint^hidi he^was 
oeed. J^ isunbt /iiiiposttble ; that tome rrpatriottc ^^ fidefld^' maGh^ 
fe«ad «;good niaipk»t for ihia<pndtt0e,:ai^ infttiiationi&r 

Harvey, who riqfadiy imatni^ .his ^plaaef rud r»fiddr4hsm^ 
general, who i4)proved of them at once,.and.promptl}Lie8dved.0nji 
ni^t attack. 
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. The force detailed for ilus, one of the most trying operations in 
warfare, consisted of fiye companies of the 8th, and the whole of 
the 40th repment — ^nnmbering 754 firelocks — ^under the personal 
direction of the Gteneral, but led by Hanrey, whose arrangements 
and conduct were admirable. The Americans slept in fancied 
securily on the banks of Stoney Creek ; the guns were posted on 
high ground on the left flank and centre. The generals occupied a 
fiurm house on their left flank, known as the farm house of old Jemmy 
Gap. Further to the left still, tiie ground rose higher gradually, until, 
at tiie distance of about a quarter of a mile, it struck the precipitous 
hillHside of the plateau, which borders the whole road from Queens- 
ton to Hamilton. It was near midnight when the British array 
reached the American watch-fires. " Sir," whispered a young 
Canadian cadet of the 49th (now Judge Jaryis, of Cornwall), " we"*^ 
are upon tiiem."* " Hush !" replied Harvey, and, with a sign, sent 
forwajrd a sergeant and a file of men. The first sentry, a careless 
watcher-— perhaps sleeping — ^was despatched. A second found the 
same fate. The third fired ; and with his shot came a shout and a 
rush, and the British stood among the American camp-fires. Some 
bayonetting took place, as the sleepers awoke, stumbling ; but the 
surprised men were not dismayed. They rallied rapidly and well, 
and opened a destructive fire. Their guns, too, were unlimbered 
and manned. As was the practice in those days, on such a venture, 
the flints had been removed from the firelocks ; and at tiiis moment^ 
standing out in strong relief, with the camp-fires around and behind 
them, the men were ordered to replace flints. One who was there 
declares this to have been the most trying moment of his life. The 
process is a slow one, and miemy a fine feUow fell without replacing 
his flint at all. But the pluck and steadiness of tiie men defied the 
trial. By degrees they were able to return the fire, to advance/ 

*NarratiTe of a <<49th Man," given by Aachinleck, p. 175. 
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and answer the flashes of the enemy's muskeiarj. In the meantime 
Harvey had despatched two companies to his right. Stealthily 
&ey crept along the slope at the foot of the plateau, among the 
beech woods, enveloped the farm house, and came down, wifli 
cheers, on the enemy's left. Surprised and staggered, the Ameri- 
cans still behaved bravely. Forming in small detached bodies, appa- 
rently without concert or command, they fought on, until forced by 
the bayonet to disperse. Generals Wmder and Chandler were taken 
in their quarters. They had made themselves comfortable for the 
night. With the two generals, the British captured three guns, one 
howitzer, and three tumbrils, and about 100 officers and men.* 
The contest, though short, had been very sanguinary. The Ameri- 
can loss in slain was large ; but the withdrawal of the British made 
l^t difficult to ascertain numbers. That of the British, in killed and 
wounded, amounted to 160 men. Curiously enough. General 
Vincent himself was lost, in the bush, during the night, and was 
only picked up by a sort of military " hue and cry," in the 
morning. The American generals were lost irretrievably. Their 
army came back in the morning to recover them ; but, finding that 
their antagonists had decamped with the '^ spolia opima," concluded 
to decamp too, and never drew rein, nor breatii, until they found 
themselves safe within the works of Fort George. 

The scene of their exploits was, in the year 1813, but little^ 
removed firom forest and farm land, in the first stages of cultivation. 
It is now a garden. It is pleasant on an early spring morning, 
to saunter over the field of this midnight conflict, inhaling the in- 
cense of the apple orchards and peach blossoms, listening to the 
last cry of the whip-poor-will, retiring to its day dreams, and paus- 
ing to note each spot of interest, which the rustic deerone may 
pcnnt out to stranger's eye. There, is still seen the old German 
(HT Lutheran place of worship, brown with age, and deserted now, 

* Vineent's Despftteh, Jane, I8I84 



hearing lOnits «^d<Hvr«m tunbefip, j]^ ktUftt hokS'Of itfae «ontedk?; 
ud.m ^Bii>fuigfef6fs4ib&fpf^^ bttrdFfagr^miij'l^ Smowt%A^ 

tmd taJlifReeik^todoyjeyhu^i^g oi»taoae,.^ jiUe 4f stones, ik>ha8j^, 
hsdcUed leaim^-*^ ftat esia^s to msoic ibe iqprt ^beve rest the 
renasas ofitbe bmve >iii«i twlio ipjerished in tbftt niidfldglit fnigf« 

Sdrtly Uiis'is-at^dpfro&dh to &e la^^^ 'C&n n^tthdrmeiinorineattB 
be'feuiid to erect a tim^le monument to tncnlories which belong to 
^^hs braves de tautea 2m fiotum^/'* befisre^tly t^ land-marks 
of - tiie spot itself ' have passed away fer ever' ? "Can not the great 
omission be ameifded yet? Twenty ddllaa^,-^to ipc^duce the propo- 
sition to its most practical beari]ig,^^wotild sttfflce to isupply a 
shnple stone, in' tiie style df the memorial j)laced to iiidicate where • 
Brock fell. The date, and a brief recommendation to the pio^ 
care 6f the people of the surrounding coniitry, wotiM secure its 
maintenance and protection. Such a stone should mark eyery 
battle field in Canada ; and all might bear tiie same truthftd anil 
noble motto : 

On the inthdrawal 6f the British troops the battleleld at^Stoney 
Creek was, as before said, for a short Space, te-occupie'd by tiie 
Americans under Colonel Bums, a CatnEilry officer, upon Whom the 
c<mmiand had devolved. He merely remained long enough to 
destroy the tents which had been left standing, and to bum a 
quantiiy of stores. He then rapidly retired to the protection of ilihe 

* In a qtilet ebnier-df Ihd dhttifefayai^ at^Oetniapipaviii Hh^ ittMe of a 
nKMHMBn^tHm'^ b^lftrlMfiy^B ttte'sk^j^e tMb:«f i&eaeralrdaliMM,Mi(U&i fn M 

eY*aiH||Cr>ofMate»loo. Hi8,wi4^w aadiOfphfasi^c^ 
this monument to the memory of a brave soldier and a good man, and leaye it 
to the safeguard <* de$'braioes 'de't'cH^eiles fiaHons/^ 'The hand would wither 
which could desecrate lltalit(Mn. 
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lines of Fort George, though in executing this manoeuyre he was 
intercepted, and suffered much. On their advance the Americans 
had been accompanied, along the lake shore, by a flotilla of boats, 
and batteaux. Bums fell back upon this support, and embarked 
his wounded, and such of his men as had not yet got under cover, 
and was slowly creeping down the coast to the place from whence he 
came, — when, on the 8th June, Sir James Yeo, who, by this time 
had become master of his own movements and had got out of 
Kingston, appeared in the offing; intelligence from the shore had 
apprized him of the state of things, and of the position of the 
enemy ; and Richardson* dwells with sailorly impatience on the 
perversity of a calm which anchored every vessel of the squadron, 

As idle as a painted ship, 
Upon a painted ocean. 

At length a breeze sprung up, and the squadron closed in with the 
shore, cutting off the twelve rearmost boats of the American 
flotilla, laden with valuable supplies and stores. Perceiving an 
encampment in the woods on the beach, the Commodore disembarked 
in the ships^ boats two companies of regulars under Major Evans 
of the 8th Re^ment. This active officer landed, and in the even- 
ing having been reiaforced by two companies from Burlington 
Heights, under Colonel Bishopp, the second deserted American 
encampment was entered. It was in a state of conflagration at the 
time, but the captors saved from the flames 500 tents, 140 barrels 
of flour, 100 stand of arms, ammunition and other articles of a 
very acceptable character. Thus did this very gallant ejcploit of 
Harvey free the whole Peninsula from the invader, and threw them 
back upon the mere edge of the frontier, with a deep and dan- 
gerous river in their rear, between them and their supports and 
supplies. 

• Mem. of Dr. James Richardson, D.D. 
K 



CHAPTER XIV. 

•Hew Ameiioan JttMrpiOm. Attoupt on «n BMTer Bun :Po«i IbtUe derotioa of Ifin. 
fiecord. Her Adveiitore»— Beaebes Decaa's honse in Mfety. Fitsgibbon. BoBrsttarti 
Advance— Attacked by the Liidians— Beaebes TboroNL Present aspect of Tborold. 
WdlaadCanaL Hamilton Mitfitt. Col.JobnCUBrke. Old Isaao Kellj— Ifilitia attMk 
on Boerstler— He snrrendera to Fitigibbon. MaxyBecoidthensal Hisroine. Frteeaif 
generosity of the Prince of Wales. Lieat. Fitegibbon— His career— A MlUtpiy Knighl 
ofWlB^toor. mstozjoftiieKBiglits. ABefvrie. 

Nor was this all. One bold and BocceasftQ feat of arms infused 
morale^ and inspired another. On the retreat of the Americaii 
force, Vincent had been followed up, and established his outposiB 
at his old position, the Beaver Dam. DecBiu's house was occuped 
as a depot for stores. It was guarded by a small detachment of 
the 49th, about 30 men, under lieut. Iltz^bbon. iltzgibbon wae 
one of the paladins of the war, a man of nerve and enterprise, of 
much vigour of character and great personal strength. An incident 
characteristic of the man had occurred on the spot. On taking up 
his ground at the Beaver Dam, he had driven out the American 
pickets. Attempting to intercept them he encountered alone at 
the back door of Decau's house two of the enemy, each armed with 
a musket and bayonet. Both charged upon him. Fitzgibbon 
grasped the musket of the more advanced man, and by main 
strength threw him upon his fellow, whose musket he also grappled 
with the other hand, and although both struggled desperately, he 
as resolutely held on, until his men came to his aid, and his antago- 
nisis surrendered. 
Such was the wna iQ w\MO^oa the ni^t of {he 28rd June there 



Wti6 Ik wannn^ inspored by iroman'8 wit, aad btmreyei vi<ih incftib 
ftsn female ehejrgy. !%» conabaaidabt ^ Klagara, c1mgi*med by 
Ir^terses, and atedotds to rda8iltn*e bis iywn peoj^e, resolved to bei^t 
ttp the Bntiieih quiE^tidrs, to ^tOaak Decati's hotae, "tod deiitroy 'the 
fepot ()f fi^)(ir€». The Airprise oiF fliis ot^post would have led fe 
fori^r dutprtses; aiid K) an office, hispi)^ widi haff the enteiv 
prfse of Hatv^, wotdd hate opeiaed the way io Bttflingfcoii Heighia. 
^Bae 0(%o^t ^^ withm {^tnking ^^^aiice, and exposed. The 
il4vei^«tfe was pihotnfeing. He ordered, therefore, Ideut.-Colon^l 
Bddrstiier of the (^oilbed Slates AMy to pi^pard for ftis service, 
Ittpidly and «e<tt^ly. He was m commiedid of the 14th United 
States Iidi^atiy, one 12 and oiie B^pdnnder field guns, with am- 
Sltffidtion imggb^, &e. — a few d&Vihj and voluntieers— ^amountihg 
iltogetiier lo 673 inern. 

Ik desjHte of all pi^eaniionis, rdinotiiiB of tlbe iiitend^ expedition 
t^ed otit, and "tidatohi^ tJie ear cf James Sedoid, a British militia 
teldier, who l^^e^ed ^t Queensten, theii within the American lihes. 
Hel»d'b«i«nbidly Wonn^^ t^e preceding aiitiddih atQueenstbii 
Heij^ts, akd w«ks a eripple. He hobblied home t6 hk wife witih 
iho nem. /die pair 1^et« in consternation ; they were loyal Cana- 
dbm»-^eir hettlrtB if^re in the caiise. If the design succeeded ; if 
Site^bbon was INu))ir]Sed ; de JSaren in the rear wotiM follow. 
BtirlingtonHeighlisiiii^t be earned, and their coimt^ 7 ^ 

Ittt^MlM^r B^o^^ the infe, ttt iJie age of 88, sfill Eves in th6 villag6 ' j^; ].. 2-. 5 ' 
ij£ Chippewa, ib !^11 the stx^ry, and wakes up into young life as ' ~ 
l^e does so. What ^fM to be done. Fitz^bbon must be warned. 
>^e husband in his ctlp][led stat6 ebtid not move, and moredver ii6 
tian couM pass the Me 4f American si^tties. She spoke out, sh^ 
^uld go hei«dlt; 1n)^ he tet her T die could getrpast the sentri^ ; 
€m\Mm the wfty to Si David's, lahd iSiere she could get gtddaim^ 
^id w<mld go^ and put her t^t mOod. He cotisefified. At tibree 
lulie Mkiittg A6 W^ up, got retady th6 ^hOdj^tCs br^akialit, aaia ^ 
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taking a cracker and cup of coffee, started after day break. TohaiFf. 
left earlier would have aroused suspicion. Her first difficulty was the 
American advanced sentry. He was hfurd to deal with, bat she pointed 
to her own farm buildings a little in advance of his post, insisted 
l^t she was going for milk ; told him he could watch her, and was 
allowed to pass on. She did milk a cow, which was very eontrcuyy 
and woidd persist in moving onwards to the edge of the oppodte 
bushes, into which both she and the cow disappeared. Once out of 
^g|ht, she pushed on rapidly. She knew the way for miles, bisk 
fear rose within her, in despite of herself, and what ^' scared " her 
most was- the distant cry of the wolf, — ^they were abundant in those 
days ; and twice she encountered a rattlesnake, — ^ihey are not un- 
frequent even now. She did not cure much for them, as she knew 
they would run from a stick or a stone, and they did not wait for 
any such exorcism. At length she reached a brook. It was very 
hot, and the water refireshed her, but ^ had some difficulty in 
crossing. At last she found a bg, and shortly after got to the 
mill. The miller's wife was an old friend, and tried to dissuade 
her firom.g(ttng,on. Spoke of the danger, spoke oi her children ; 
the last was a sore, trial, for she was weary and thoughtful, but 
the thing had to be done, so she was resolute, and having rested 
and refreshed, proceeded on. Her next trouble was the British 
outlying sentry, but she soon, re-assured him and he sent her on, 
with a kind word, warning her to beware of the Indians. This 
^^ scared " her again, but she was scared still more, when the crack- 
ing of the dead branches under her footsteps roused from their 
cover a party of red skins. The chief, who first sprang to his feet^ 
confronted her, and demanded, ^^ Woman ! what you want V^ the 
others yelled >^ awfrd.?' The chiefsilenced them with his hand. She 
told him^ at once, that she wanted to see Fitz^bbon, and why. 
^^ Ah," said the Indian, ^^ me go with you,'' and with a few words 
to his people, who remained, be accompanied her to Htz^bon's 
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quarters, whicli she reached about nine on the evening of the 23rd. 
A few words sufficed to satisfy him. He sent off, forthwith, to his 
Major de Haren, in ilie rear and made his own preparations. She 
found friends in a farm house near, for in those days every body 
knew every body. She slept " rig^t off," for she had journeyed on 
foot twenty miles, and safely, Groi be praised. 

In the meantime the American expedition had silently assembled 
at Fort George, and within a few hours rapidly followed on her 
footsteps. At twelve of a fine night in June, they had taken up 
their line of march on St. David's, and at daybreak came upon 
Kerr and his Indians, already on their guard, and keenly expec- 
tant. They numbered about thirty warriors, Mohawks, chiefly of ^^^'o^rsci' 
the Grand River ; but Kerr saw, at a glance, the insufficiency of . '^' ' ^ / '^ 
his force to resist, and had recourse to Indian tactics, to retard ^^ ., ^^.^ / 
and harass the enemy and to spread alarm to remote posts. He i>0<.ic.*^ rlut 
threw himself therefore, at once, on the rear and flank of the 
Americans, and opened a desultory fire. 

The Americans, .throwing out sharpshooters in reply, still pressed 
forwards, but the Indians were neither to be repulsed nor shaken o£ 
The track through the forest was narrow and broken. The guns 
and store waggons defiled slowly to the front. The yells and the . 
rifles of the savages rang in the rear. A horror of the war-whoop 
hung then on the national conscience, and sensational stories, for ' 

tiie most part, had the usual effect of such stimulants on nerve 
and brain. 

Boerstler and his men had emerged from the forest into an open 
space, a clearing close by the present village of Thorold. Their 
guns, waggons, and other encumbrances, had reached a hollow in 
the road, overhung by a bank clad with beeches. This hoUow 
forms now a basin of the Welland GanaU The spot, which then 
rang with the outcries of the combatants, now resounds with the 
lium of industry, and the working chaunt of the sailor. 
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SVow this pobt of view, at? the preisent doj^ to tiie right aii4 
left, may be se^i for miles — at the same aeaaon^oC the jeai^^-^an 
iipinterrupted line oC lake c]:alWe^pa an^ lNrigf,.hriga&tiBeB aiaiij^ 
j^ehooners, steamers aod propeUercK-4)earing testimcmj to the g^ 
9^ perseverance of anpther.of the men of 1312, who witiiia, Hm 
last few months has gone to his v^ Hamilton Memtt^ V. E. Lp^ 
9pniinande4 in hk yputli.^.qoips of caTalry, d,i»ting}iished in.eyeiy 
ficaj on the Niagara frontier. In mature yeara he designed tlifit 
Welland Canal, which niutes Lake £rie with Lake Ontado. S^ 
dint of resolution he soiTnounted the prejudicfesaiul the diffi^ultion 
which surrounded the undertaking; died: at. a good ddi age, foS 
of such honour aaCanigulacaincpnfiMi^ ; and will live in. the gratifndiQ^ 
o( future generations. 

Si monumentQiB. reqairis, eircnmspice I 

It is a eurioos commentarj on liie proverbial versatility of the 
popular breeze, that the promoters and advocates of the WisQand 
Canal were pumshed by th^ constituents for the part they took in 
advancii^ this great dengn, and at the next election lost their 
seats in parliwnent. Colonel John Glarke, of St Catherines, one 
of those to whom this record owes much, relates with pride Ihat 
he^ was hoiwared by this penalty. A few years — the progressr 
rf the enterprise, and tiie^ surprising increase of prosperity to 
which it gave rise> hroi]^tt aboat ib» usual reaction, and ihe 
distingui^ed member was restored to his seat by triumphant acclar 
iqation.* 

In the hollow, below the beedb ridge^ where tbe^ war-whoop of 
tiie Indian has now given place to the shriek of tiie steam^whisiie^ 



* Golonel John Clarke was one of the early, pioneers of the Niagara District. 
He died in 1862 at St. Catherines^ C. VT., at an advanced age. His sarriyiBfl^ 
daughter is the wifo of William MoGivecin^ Bs^^, MJP.P* 
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Bodxstler fboikd a &ddi foew I^romthe Woodabore^oRthe hillnddi^ 
oame thariag of tke milituk ttusket ; aoMi ihe echoes of lihe forest 
multiplied the reports and the fears they created; 

Old IsiMM) Kelly^ bom. and raised on 48' Tho^ld^ a septuagen- 
arian, hale and heartyy who> still lires= m>t.a nule from the spol^ 
tdls how, when he was a boj of: IS^ and waGrin the act of ^^hitchiiig 
1^" his horses for the plough^ he heard the firings m the wood, ani 
the outcries of the Vidians ; how he ran to his two brotiiers, boUi^ 
a£eld ; how the Aree got their muflket»^thej were all militias 
men — ^home, to put in a crop ; how, led^ by tiie sounds^ they crossed 
the oountry to the bee^ ff^ve^ meeting ei^t or ten more by the 
waj^^.soddenly roused,.like themselres ; how, from behind l^e treeB> 
tb&7 opened fire cm tiie American train^ and (m the guns, whicA 
n^ve tiien unlin]j)ering, to the rear y and how the American?, moM 
worried and bothered, tiian hurt^ changed their position, and took 
up ground in David Millar's apple orchard* 

III the meantime^ Fiizg^bbon had taken rapid measures. Major 
da Haren, of his r^un«at,.waB at some distance in tiie rear, witii 
three Gom|)anies, oanttmed near where SL Catherines now stands; 
An esta&tte^ borne by James Gummings of Chippewa^ one of the 
still surviving veterans of that day, had put this force in motion. 
Hi^bbon hiiaself was under arms, and on tiie way, attracted by 
the firing. 

Suddenly he came upon the head of the enemy*s column, and 
found 931 collusion. The men were soared out o! their senses. 
The oflker in command^ had lost his head^ Eitagjibbon made the 
most imposing display possible of his 30 men ; and advanced at 
once with a white handkerchief. He found Boerstler ready for a 
padey. EitzgLbbon stated who he was — his rank ; that he oorn^ 
manded a detachment of British troops ;. iliat his commanding 
offioer, de Haren, wiih a large reinforcement^ was close by; and 
by a judicious <Uspo^tion oT his men, and sonie pas&nng alludon to 
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his scarecrow Indians — like Robinson Cmsoe, when he oai- 
manoeuvred the mutineers — ^he magnified his numbers in the 
imagination of his foe. 

BcersUer was in a " fix." The Indians yelled horridly ; the 
militia-men fired without compunction; the red coats in firont 
barred the way ; a large reinforcement was in their rear — ^he was, 
in fact, surrounded and like wild beasts driven into an African 
corral ; he and his men were bewildered by sounds and sights of 
fidar. He took but short time to deliberate. He surrendered at 
once — ^himself and his whole force. 

The surrender was embarrassing. Fitzgibbon was, in £a>ct, nearly 
caught by his own captives. He did not dare show his weakness. 
He knew not the number of the Indians ; but he did know that the 
militia force was scant indeed. " Why, sir," says Isaac Kelly, 
" when he gave in, we did not know what to do with him : it was 
like catching the elephant." 

Fitzgibbon had presence of mind equal to the emergency. The 
American officers were called together, and a capitulation frtuned 
and penned. In the meantime de Haren hastened on, and scarcely 
was the capitulation signed, when he came up with 200 bayonets 
at his back. 

The American force, which surrendered, consisted of 542 men, 
two field guns and ammunition waggons, and the colours of the 
14th United States regiment. 

The heroine of this achievement, under Providence, was Mary 
Secord, whose name is insepai-able from the story.* When tihe 



• " I do hereby certify, that Mrs. Secord, the wife of James Secord of 
Ohippewa, Esquire, did, in the month of June, 1813, walk from her house in 
the Tillage of St. David's to Decau's house, in Thorold, bj a circuitous route 
of about 20 miles, partlj through the woods, to acquMnt me that the enemy 
intended to attempt, bj surprise, to capture a detachment of the 49th Regt, 
then under mj command, she having obtained such knowledge from good 
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Prince of Wales was at Niagara, he saw ilie old lady, and from 
her own lips heard the tale ; and learning, suhsequently, that her 
fortone did not equal her fame, he sent her, most delicately and 
most gracefully, the sum of one hundred guineas. God bless him 
for thatj is the aspiration of every honest Canadian heart. He is 
his mother's own son. 

The chief actor, on thii^24th day of June, 1813, Colonel James 
Fitzgibbon, still lives at ihe advanced age of eighiy-lhree ; and 
demands some further notice. 

He was the son of a farmer — ^had the advantage of a little earfy 
education, and acquired a fondness for reading. His passion for 
arms was irresistible. At seventeen years of age he enlisted ; and 
the same day, 25th Oct. 1798, was made a sergeant. At the age 
of twenty-one he was appointed Sergeant-Major.* He served in 
Ireland, and before Copenhagen, where the 49th acted as marines. 
He was appointed to an ensigncy and adjutantcy, and came to 
Canada. In 1809 he succeeded to a lieutenancy ; and resigned 
the adjutancy to command a small detachment in the field. His 
exploits at the Beaver Dam gave him his company. He thus rose 
by dint of meritorious service, at a time when commissions and 



anthoritj, as the CFent proved. Mrs. Secord was a person of slight and delicate 
firame, and made the effort in weather excessively warm ; and I dreaded, at the 
time, that she mast suffer in health in consequence of fatigue and anxietj, she 
having been exposed to danger from the enemj, through whose line of eommn- 
nication she had to pass. The attempt was made on mj detachment bj the 
enemj ; and his detachment, consisting of upwards of 600 men, and a field- 
piece, and 60 dragoons, were captured in consequence. I write this certificate 
in a moment of much hurrj and froni memory, and it is therefore thus brief. 

(Signed,) Jambs Fitzoibbon, 

Formerly Lieuti 49th Regt." 

Given bj Auchinleck, p. 175, but Mrs. Secord possesses the original, Dec< 1863. 
* Morgan's Celebrated Canadians, p. 193. 
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p»nziotioa were: Dtot SO freely gjiven to des^rmg men as they wbi 
oaw. He waa noted. £6f his soldierly aspect, foe shrewd wit,, audi 
fim pluck which would, take no denial. Oa this, and oni all other 
occasions, during the wair, Fitzg^bon made his mark. He was. 
<mce authorised to raise aa independent conquuiy — & corps oS 
mfans perdm — ^fighting being looked upon as his eEqpeoial pri^egp*. 
It. was io be conq;K)8ed from the line regqlara. AU volunteered ; 
and. the e^fnhaamu dvk ehoix waa the difficulty of the organi2ati(»k<* 

At the close of the war he settled in Canada ;• and filled maof 
offices o£ honour, and emolmnent, under the government. His last 
agpcdntznent was that of Clerk to the Legislative CouncS; He^ 
oetiredi (m a peasionj and; rekimed. to his native land^.wherer,iii* 
jiut appreeiatioa of his services, he was made a Military E<night.o£ 
TK^dsor. GIhe career of Eits^bboais tiie counterpart of number 
less others ia Canadai. Soldiers, from the ranks^ stud and embellah^ 
and enrich the soil; their sons are the most lumoured in the lanidk; 
the exertions of the fathers have become the inheritance of tba 
ololdrea; and theb. success is aa example oif what the honesty 
earnest British soldier^ true to himsdf and his Queen, may achievOyx 
and add^ thereby,, to. the long list. of useful citizens and good mew 
who have " risen from the ranks " of their incomparable service.f 

It may be pleasing to his surviving contemporaries — ^it may be 
profitable to Canadians generally — ^to know something of the havea 
the old: soldier came to. It is natural that men in these remot•^ 
regions should be curious about the ^^ Military Knights^ o£ 
'Wfindsor." 19ie enquiry is often made; This institution is as old^ 



• A " Green ITii " (presumed to be Judge Jaryis), given bj Auchinlech, p. ITS. 

t Since the above was written, oar old firiend has gone to his rest. An 
English paper briefly annonnces "on the 12th Dec. 1863, at his residence in the 
Lower W«rd> WbidsorOasUe, at the adra&eed age of 83 jearsj Oolonel Jamcnr 
Fitzgibbon.'' 
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1^ thfiit of the Eni^ts of ihd Chuitjes^-^iodaed it-ia/Ooe j^ear oIdal^..m 
^ it was fcrunded bjr !Kin£ Edward tht Thixd, ii^ 1^. twentg:- 
oeeoixd year of bisi reigp. The. Ordec of the Gai^ter wast cieatoc^ 
kk the ^el^ jeac,^ A.D. 1349 ; andiwasr inaugurated on^St. G^oi^ge'a 
day, 23rd April,^ at Windsor Casfle,, aa declaored Igr the l^acl^ 
Book, or St«b]|teg^of the Order,, " fox the rewacd of virtue and th^ 
imgrovemeai. of miUtai^, valoux.!'* The same cbiyalFOus spirit 
inp^red the io&rioc order of the IMQUtarj; Km^ta«, In the dajfa 
wlnem^ complete lanoe consisted o£ the panoplied knight and hvi 
fiFe^men^atrams ; in. ibe days of e^vifre^Bod ba9: cheviUier^ (non; 
dumped into ^^ bachelor,") endowments were made by monarchs aq4 
i)E(igbty men for the . support of retainefrs,who6e^ age^,wbof!e.s^:^ces» 
and whose wpuudSr demanded that provision which their own meam 
QCituld not, supply^ Such are British^ institutions, ^^ JDaie obohm 
Bdisario,^^ was the doctrine of the mongrel deEicendaats of re^W 
lican Rome. The Order of the Military Knights of Windsor was 
instituted i^, IBfiBy by. ouT; Edwiod, the ^ISo^d^ fpv the support of 
twenty-four worn soldiers, '' who had distinguished themselves in 
tbe wars, and had afterwards been reduced to straits." (te deatfi^ 
•or vacancy i the appomtments are suj^lied by tiie crown. THe 
mailed warriwr has been succeeded by the veteran of modem daysi 
fit uncbangeable Ehglandj the change is only one of costume? 
Each member enjoys a small annual stipend; and' tbe advantage of 
^residence in ftieT6wers of the Lower Ward, widia the connecfeig 
curtains^ which, in modem parianee/ might be called casemates 
These residences we peculiar^ suited to old soJcBers with smaffi 
means. The onJy. service reqiaired,.is.tbe attendance of a certain 
number daily, at the reKgioMfc offiqeg. in, &, George's ChapeU 
where they occupy stalls at the feet of the Knights of the Garter^ 
Wfiaring long, dark blue cloaks, with a scarlet collar, and a Maltese 

' J ' ... ".. . ; ' ■ '■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ • ' ■ .r ' ' iu . 
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cross, of Eke colour, on the left shoulder. Here, amid the dghts 
and sounds of modem warfare (for tiie Guards of the Sovereign 
parade daily before their windows) ; surrounded by all the associa- 
tions of feudal grandeur, with the corbeilis and machicolations of 
the Norman Conqueror above them ; under shadow of that massive 
keep — ^the old Round Tower — ^from whence floats daily the royal 
standard of England; with the qutdnt carvings and florid traceiy 
of St. George's Chapel before their eyes, exists still a noble insti- 
tution of olden days, well worthy of the imitation of younger 
countries, more abundant in resources applicable to such endow- 
ments. 

And lo, at the moment, as if before the wand of an enchanter, 
rises, by slow degrees, struggling with the mists of memory, a 
vision of the past. Forty years and more a-gone, when life was 
young and firesh as mom,. 

the dewy morn, 
With breath aU incense and with cheek all bloom, 

we can well recall now the flgure of an aged man, who daily led 
by one who loved him well, took his seat in a sunny nook of the 
wall, hard by the Winchester Tower, on that noble terrace which 
commands the finest view in aU England. Alas ! to him, the winding 
river, and the Brocas clump, and the spire of Clewer ; or nearer 
still, the busy town, and the bridge, and the angler on the end of 
the " Cobler,'' tussling with some reluctant barbel ; or the shadowy 
Slopes below him, or the antiered deer beyond ; or further still. 

Those distant spires, those antique towers, 
Which crown the watery glade, 

Eton in all its monastic pride — ^was but as a sealed book, a picture 
turned to the wall. For, at the storming of Fort Erie, some wild 
Indian fortress, away in the back woods of Canada, years before, he 
had lost his precious sight, blasted by an exploding magazine, — 
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hei^e, in the glad sunshine, day after day, did the old soldier loye 
to sit and teU of savage sights, and scenes of fieiy fight '^ 'mid 
antres vast and deserts idle," while we boys — ^we were two then — 
listened with gaping delight to the fine veteran, who ^^ raising 
his sightless balls to heaven," poured forth the gratitude of his 
heart to his Qtod and to his king, gathering firom the fulness of 
that gratitude, light and gladness, when all else was dark around 
I^m. 

Ah 1 happ7 hills 1 ah 1 pleasing shades ( 

Ah I fields beloved in vain I 
Where once mj careless childhood stra/edi 

A stranger jei to pain. 



Some bold adventurers disdain 
The Ihnits of their little reign, 
And unknown regions dare descrj. 
Still, as thej run they look behind ; 
They hear a voice in every wind. 

Vale. 



CHAPTER XV. 

QttAeral de ftottdnburg siiMeeds Genenl YinoeAt-^DMrboM rettrd^-^fioyd In eomniAiid at 
Fort George— American Frontier e^^poaed to attack-Oolonela Bisbopp and Clark-^ 
Clark's career^Hazardons and sneoettfttl foraf on Fott Schloaser— Bisbopp, emnloin 
of gallant deeds, attacks Black Boek— BUuk Kottk, now md tlien-^Bisbopp land*^ 
Defeats the eneiri9^-iOaii*iii«B f^ p]Me-^3KMi«m fWlir mOHm the Americans— The 
British attacked in tnm-^Bishopp Womded to deathr-Hls iforthy career in Bnrope and 
Canada-^Indnence over the Volanteers-^The Americans enlist the Indians— Lak» 
Ontario-Commodore Cbanncey attacks BtuUngton Heights— Fail»-Again sacks York* 
6ir James Teo provokes the GOBlmddove.ott «f NiaiiAM-'<Piro American schooners 
Ibttndered- Two taken— More expected from Yeo very inoonsAdeimtely-^Teo did his 
dnty thongbtftdly and well— From Ontario to Lake Champlain-^Escapade at Qore 
Creek on the St. LaWTence^Death of C&pt. Mflne^nppUes how Ibmished— How trans* 
ported in winter and snmmer^l^ahie of the ComhdBrialttt-nSir William Bobinson^ 
Commissaries in Canad*— Isaftc WlstAaWXauHe^^BM MMe^-Mleaax Brigades. 

Shortly after the affair of the Beaver Dam, and early in Jnly^ 
Major General de Rottenburg succeefled Major General Sheaffe as 
Lieut.-Govemor of the Upper Provinoe ; and as such took tihe 
command of the troops from the hands of Major General Vmcent% 
About the same time General Dearborn, harassed in mind and 
body, withdrew from the command of the American army ; and 
the defence of Fort George and Fort Niagara, and of so much 
Canadian ground as the American soldier stood on, deyolved on 
General Boyd.* 

An American army of 4000 men was in teuot cooped up within 
the lines of Fort George, on the British side of the river, constantly 
on the j^i vivgy a mass of dissatisfied, harassed men, difScult and 



* Jamefli Vol. I| p. 218» 



eos% to feed and saj^y, a&d etit <^ timBt ttiekr <mfi (shoreB by 
fite lUver Niagara. As has bees before said, they held bnt « 
B^age of the coast, and were nnsafe beyond &eir adfuneed sentmff ; 
the upper portion of the frontier, on flie TOPer, was occupied by 
tibe British, and fiie inrpdlitic- concentration ef^roepsbeknr, denuded 
Ha coast above, and invited incurnion. From <he FaBs of Niagara 
up to the yfflage of Buffido, the, ^hen, fine of defence was open te 
attack by smafl parties, who cotdd si^ectiheir point of landing, and 
who were handled by enterprising officers. <%aace had thrown 
together on the 'frontier two such men, congenial sprits, lieut.- 
^lonel Bishopp, of the BritiSi Army, and Iiieut.^6ionel ^omas 
Chut, of the 2nd liacohi militia. Claris:, a Scotchman by birth, 
was an Indian trader, and forwarder of goods to tire western hunt- 
hig grounds, a member T)f the firm of Street & Clark. The 
Indian trader is a soldier half made. The conductor of a brigade 
of boats into tiie Indian territory must be able to command men. 
In lawless and remote Tegions ihat command is only yielded to 
personal character. lake the baron of feudal days, ihe leader to 
be obeyed, must possess strengtii, must display prowess, must show 
that he has nerve as well as brain ; and yet the highest qualitiesi6f 
brain are taxed to counteract rival traders, and defeat the deadly 
wili3S of the capricious savage. Promptitude, watchfhlness, patience, 
of cold, fatigue and hunger, foresight and forethought — quali- 
ties essential to tibie success of an Indian trader — constitute an 
amalgam i^ich moulds tiie soldier. From the first outbreak of 
tiie war, Clark was foremost in frontier fray. He had acquired the 
confidence of his men, and obtained the cordial co-operation of 
those who, like Bishopp, understood volunteers, and could appreciate 
ifiie merit of the esteniporaneous soldier. On the night of the 4th 
July, while the Americans were celebratmg the anniversary of their 
independence, Claik, who hadn^ted their weakness or tiieir improvi- 
dence, collected about 40 of his militia, and crossed the river from 
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Chippewa t6 Fort Schloeser, celebrated in after years as the scene of 
the capture of the Caroline steamer. To the fate which befel her, 
these brave men were exposed, for an accident, an nnlncky shot, or a 
disabled oar, might have doomed boat and crew to the boiling rapids 
and the unsparing cataract. Thej landed, however, unobserved, 
surprised the work, called a fort, and captured the guard there 
stationed. They secured several stand of arms, a quantity of ammu- 
nition, one brass 6-pounder, and a large store of provisions, and 
with this booty and fifteen prisoners returned in safety to tlie 
Canadian side. James Cunmiings, of Chippewa, also engaged in 
the Indian trade at that time, accompanied the expedition. It 
is pleasant to receive from the lips of one who took part in these 
occurrences, and who at 73 enjoys all the vigour of middle age, a 
relation of the exciting mcidents, and hair-breadth escapes, over 
which horror and wild glee cast a strange and ghastly glamour, 
when men laughed and cried in the same breath, and forgot in 
the passing struggle with boiling eddy or desperate foe, both the 
past and the future. It is necessary to hear these recitals before 
we can realize, or indeed understand, the imminence and extent of 
these dangers, or the indifference with which, when past, they were 
regarded. But Bishopp fired up when he heard of the exploit. 
^^ Hang the fellow, he has got before me. By Jove, it was well 
done — ^we'll try it again ;" and he did try it again. 

At 2 a.m., on the morning of the 11th July, accompanied by 
dark, and by Cunmiings the narrator, and backed by about 240 
men, 200 regulars and 40 of the 2nd and 3rd Lincoln, Bishopp 
swooped down upon Black Eock, the American naval depot on the 
River Niagara. 

Black Rock is now a large manufacturing village about three miles 
below BuffiJo, at the embouchure of the Erie Canal. The fiimace 
and the forge and the fitfiil flashes, and the roar of uninterrupted 
industry, have succeeded to monotonous earthworks, to the shout of 
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battle and the red artillery. The great breakwater, which now 
divides the still canal from the seething river, did not then exist. 
The river was wider, the shore more open than it is now, and the 
silence of the summer night was scarcely broken by the muffled oar. 
The party had embarked a little below the present village of Waterloo, 
and, overshooting their mark, reached the shore below Black Rock. 
Sishopp landed at once, almost without a sound, and dashed into the 
encampment of the American Major, Adams, dispersed about 800 
militia, and captured three heavy gims. These were turned instantly 
on the Block-house, which, with its garrison of regular artillerymen, 
gave in incontinently. General Porter,-who commanded on the fron- 
tier, lived hard by. He escaped out of a window, took to horse, 
and rode to BuflFalo. Bishopp and his friends repaired to his house, 
courteously asked for breakfast, and were hospitably entertained. 
In the mean time the work of destruction went on. The Block- 
house, and the barracks, and the naval arsenal, and a fine schooner, 
were destroyed by fire. All the public "Stores which could be 
removed, were transferred to the boats, and some conveyed across 
the river ; but private property was scrupulously respected. The 
Buffalo 0-azette of July 13, says " while the main body was thus 
employed in disposing of th^ public property, a party entered 
the houses in the village, but we have not ascertained that they 
committed any outrages on private property."* 

While the British were thus employed. General Porter had made 
the best use of his time. He had roused the people of Buffalo, 
and brought down strong reinforcements of regulars, militia and 
India?;is. Time had crept on, and Cummings, who knew the people 
best, and felt much as if on a hornet's nest, remonstrated with 
Bishopp, but the gay and gallant fellow laughed, and " poked fun 
at him." He had come to destroy those stores and guns, and 



* James, Vol. I, page 2;29. 
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meant to do it. Now, anchors and chain cables, and heavy iron 
gons, were not toys to be lightly handled nor easily destroyed. The 
■lost that could be done was, to sink them in the Niagara, firam 
whence they could be fished np with no great troable. At lengdi 
the work was completed, the men re-embarked unmolested, and 
Bishopp was the last to retire. Scarcely had they left the bank 
wiien the Indians, who, snake-like, had crawled to ihe top, com* 
menced to fire. Part of the men were disembarked, and drove the 
enemy back into the woods and upon their supports, while they in 
turn, uniting, forced the small detachment back to their boata. 
Bishopp was everywhere, commanding, directing, getting his men 
cS. In the confusion of the moment, some of the oars of his own 
boat were lost, and she drifted, helplessly, down the stream, exposed 
to an increasing fire. " Here the gallant Bishopp, the darling of 
the army, received his death wound. Never was any officer, save 
always the lamented Brock, regretted more than he was."* He 
was borne back to his quarters, where in a few days, he expired at 
the early age of 27. His remains lie beneath a modest monument 
erected to his memory by the pious care of his sisters, the Baroness 
de la Zouche and Mrs. Pechell, in the churchyard at Lundy's Lane. 

Colonel Cecil Bishopp was a son of Sir Cecil Bishopp, Bart., 
afterward Lord de la Zouche. He was an accomplished gentleman. 
He had served in the Guards. Had represented Newport in the 
Isle of Wight in Parliament. Had been attached to a Russian 
embassy. Had served with distinction in Flanders, in Spain and in 
Portugal, and died full of hope and promise in Canada, gallantly 
" doing his duty " and not without avail, for his example lives. 

Bishopp had been appointed Inspecting Field officer of militia 
on the Niagara frontier. He won all hearts. He was possessed 



• Letter of a " Green 'Un " (Judge Jarns, Cornwall), giTon by Auchinleck^ 
p. 118. 
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of ihat indescribable fascination of maimer iand character which, f 

apparently without an eflFort, acts like a charm. It was a gift. \ ^4 /{ 

His influence over the militia was supreme. He knew that he was \/-^^'^ /^^ 

not dealing with raw recruits, with mere children, who have to be K*^'*^' "^ 

taught and treated like children, but with men, for the most part ! '/ " ^ ' 

of a certain age, reasoning and reasonable men, wfio are willing, i ^'^ ^''^ ' 

nay eager, to learn anything conducive to the defence of all they • ^ 

hold dear, and who accept the restraints of discipline as indis- ' 

pensable to that end. -With an instant and intuitive perception of i 

what was due to himself and to them, — ^without departing from his 

own dignity, he won their afifection, commanded their respect and 

" could do with them just as he pleased." Those who can remem- ~> l ^ , . 

ber the present Sir George Wetherall, when in command of the : 

volunteers in Montreal, some twenty-five years ago, will recall a ; 

reproduction of the same character. With such an oflScer at their ; 

head, the militia of Canada, on their own soil, are equal to any 

troops this continent can produce, and are content that they 

should take the odds of their great name and estimation, and will 

try fortune with them. The following epitaph is inscribed on a 

tablet erected to the memory of Colonel Bishopp, at the family 

burial place, Parhanr, Sussex, and ascribed to Sir James Mac- . 

donald : 

His pillow — not of sturdy oak ; 
His shroud — a soldier's siihple cloak ; 
His dirge — ^will sound till time's no more- 
Niagara's loud and solemn roar. 
There Cecil lies — say, where the grave 
More worthy of a Briton brave.* • 

These incursions on the part of the British had, as we have just 

• The incidents in the early career of Colonel Bishopp, and the epitaph, 
kave been borrowed from Morgan's Canadian Celebrities, p. 226. For the resi- 
due, I am indebted to those who knew him, and who still live near where he died. 
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observed, led the Americans to have recourse to the assistance of the 
Indian tribes who still adhered to the American soil. They were 
called " The Six Nations," but consisted chiefly of Mohawks, from 
the Mohawk Valley, in the state of New York, and a few relics 
of other nations, whose names may possess interest, but afforded 
no strength. This Indian alliance has given rise to much use- 
less comment. By enlisting savage mercenaries in their service, 
and by denouncing the British for doing the same thing, the 
American government became liable to the charge of great in- 
consistency ; but, as we hold that the child of the soil, whether 
savage or civilized, is justified in resisting an invader, we have 
certainly no right to complain that the Americans should have 
defended their country with the same weapons we ourselves em- 
ployed. The savage,' as an instrument of warfare, is not more 
repugnant to humanity than is war itself in any shape, — not more 
repulsive than mines and torpedoes, and the thousand hideous 
forms which war assumes at the hands of refined man. The savage 
may be inspired, may be taught, may be bribed, to pity and to spare. 
Bomb-shells and spherical case discriminate less, spare less, and 
are less placable. If, as is stated in the Buffalo 0-azette, of the 
13th July, 1813 — " Our savage friends expressed a desire to scalp 
the dead, but were prevented," — we may admire the precaution 
which restrained an instinctive propensity ; but British writers cer- 
tainly cannot exclaim, if the savage, assailed in his lair, should de- 
fend himself in a savage manner. But, without scolding at others, 
let us transpose the position ; let us show what we did to humanize 
and mitigate, the horrors of the war. It has been already shown 
that the employment of the Indians on the western frontier, 
was justified by necessity. The savage could not be neutral: 
his services were .sought by the Americans, and secured by 
the British, simply because the hatred, engendered by years of 
wrong, was not to be appeased by bribes or cajolery. It will be 
seen hereafter, how earnestly and how effectually the British com- 
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manders, Brock, Proctor, and St. George, la^bored to neutralize the 
rancorous animosity of the Indian, and to divest of its venom the 
weapons which, in self-defence, they were compelled to use. On 
the Niagara frontier similar expedients had been employed. Early 
in 1813, a committee of oflScers, headed by General Vincent, had 
resolved to pay ten dollars for every prisoner brought in alive by 
his Indian captor. The Prince Regent subsequently approved and 
confirmed the proceeding. A Boston paper of the time noticed 
ihe resolution, in defiance of the " anathema mar anatha^^ of the 
democratic press ; but from among the nimiber saved, not one voice 
appears to have been raised in generous recognition, or in reply to 
the Thersites of the time, whose tongues, wherever England or 
Canada were concerned, " coined slanders like a mint." 

We will now, for a brief space, return to Lake Ontario, on our 
way down to the province of Lower Canada, and to the scene of 
war on Lake Champlain. On the 26th July, Commodore Chauncey 
again appeared on Lake Ontario, in the new ship General Pyke, 
which so narrowly escaped destruction by Provost's retreat from 
Sackett's Harbour. With a fleet consisting of 14 vessels, mounting 
altogether 114 guns, and manned by, 1,193 seamen, and having on 
board 300 regular troops, under Colonel Scott, he made an attempt 
on the position of Burlington Heights, which was defended by 
Major Maule, and 150 rank and file. The troops were disembarked 
and embarked again. It was understood that the demonstration 
on Burlington Heights had attracted thither the Glengarries, which 
defended York ; and 

Ut canis & corio nunquam absterrebitor uncto, 

the Commodore and the Colonel determined to revisit the helpless 
scene of their former exploits. On the 31st July, they disem- 
barked, without opposition, at the point termed the " Garrison ;" 
took quiet possession of the town ; broke open the gaol, liberated 
the prisoners ; and took out of the stores of the inhabitants (c^ed 
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" public stores" in the despatch), several hundred barrels of flour 
and provisions. They destroyed barracks and other buildings, 
eleven boats — ^magnified into transports ; and having heaped mis- 
chief on misery, returned to their safe harbor at the mouth of the 
Niagara River.* 

While Chauncey was thus marauding at the western extremity of 
the lake. Sir James Yeo, after having destroyed the American camp 
at Forty-mile Creek, on the 13th June crossed the lake, captured 
two schooners and boats with supplies ; then secured a depot of. 
provisions on the Genessee River. On the 19th he captured more 
stores and more provisions at a place called Great Sodus ; and on 
the 29ih June returned to Kingston. On the Slst July, Sir James 
sailed from Kingston with supplies for the army ; and having landed 
them at Burhngton Heights, steered for Niagara, and "looked 
in" — ^in nautical phraseology — as a challenge to Chauncey, who 
was not slow in accepting it. The British squadron consisted of 
six vessels of war ; the American amount^d to fourteen. A great 
deal of manoeuvring took place on both sides — "bearing down'' 
and "bearing up," "getting to windward" and ," falling to 
leeward," on the " larboard tack " and on the " starboard 
tack," — scientific evolutions quite beyond the lubberly ken of 
landsmen ; which ended, however, intelligibly and • in stem 
earnest. Two fine American schooners, the Scourge, of 8 guns, 
and the Hamilton, of 9, were upset in a squall, and all hands 
lost, except 16 saved by the British ; and two vessels of the 
same class, the Julia and the Growler, were cut off and captured. 
Chauncey, though still by far the stronger, retired into Niagara. 
But these results were not conclusive, nor were they satisfactory 
on our side of the lake ; and landsmen, who did not know the 
difference between a caboose and a marlinspike, and who can 

• James, Vol. II, 231. 
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hardly be blamed if they could not stomach such matters, took 
upon themselves to pass very hard and very unjust comments 
upon Sir James Teo. A British sailor was expected to do many 
impracticable things ; and among the rest, to catch an adversary 
who, being a quicker sailor, would not be caught, and whose long 
guns, at long distances, made it 'dangerous to follow. The fact 
is, that Sir James did his best to close with his adversary, but 
unavailingly. And we have here the evidence of Dr. Richardson, 
who was then "sailing master" on board the flag-ship. The 
armament of the two squadrons governed, to a great extent, the 
movements of the commander. Sir James was provided, for the 
most part, with carronades, — excellent for rapid firing at close 
quarter, but unavailable at long range ; while, on ihe other hand, 
Chauncey had long guns, which gave him a decided superiority at 
a distance. Thus, while Yeo sought to " lay alongside," the other 
disapproved of these familiarities; and, as with sailing vessels, 
the closing in action depends on the weather gage, Chauncey 's 
superiority in sailing enabled him to decline coyly all. deUcate 
attentions of this sort. " I heard him once remark," says the \ 
venerable narrator, " to an observation from Captain Mulcaster, 
* K we were on the high seas, I would risk an* action at all hazards ; 
because, if I were beaten, I could only lose the squadron ; but to 
lose it on this lake, would involve the loss of the country. The 
salvation of the western army depends on our keeping open their 
communications.' "* Thus spoke out the man of thought as well as 
action ; thus spoke the man of head, with courage to do what his 
brain dictated, — indifierent to disgrace if incurred in the service 
of his country. As a brave seaman, he was beyond reproach. 

We now leave, the blue Ontario for the picturesque shores of 
Lake Champlain ; and, on our way down the St. Lawrence, pause 

• Memoirs of Dr. Richardson, D.D. 
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for a moment at the scene of one of those daring and sometimes profit- 
less adventures to which seamen are prone. It befell at a place 
called, not inappropriately, Goose Creek, lying on the opposite side 
of the river, a little below Gananoque. On the 20th July, the enemy, 
lying perdu among the rocks and channels of the Thousand Islands, 
had pounced on a brigade of batteaux, conveying provisions and 
supplies from Montreal to Kingston, and had spirited away the 
whole convoy into the difficult and romantic recesses of the creek 
before named. Three gun-boats, under Lieutenant Scott, and a 
detachment of the 100th, commanded by Captain Martin, were sent 
from Kingston, to intercept the American return to Sackett's Har- 
bour : a very sensible plan, which was unfortunately spoiled by a rush 
into his stronghold. They had reached the spot as evening fell, and 
were compelled, by the darkness, to defer the attack until morning. 
In the night came up Major Frend, of the 4th Foot, with an addi- 
tional gun-boat, and a small reinforcement. On his way he had en- 
countered Captain Milnes, a promising young officer, and Aide-de- 
Camp to Sir George Prevost. Milnes volunteered, of course ; and 
at 3 a.m., before dawn, the whole force felt its way forward. They 
found the enemy fully prepared. The channel became narrow ; 
the banks rocky and precipitous; and large trees felled across the 
stream, brought them up in front of a log fort. The woods were 
filled with riflemen; and the American plied well his national 
weapon. The seamen and troops leaped into the water — carried- 
the heights, and drove the foe into their fort. But the odds and 
the difficulties were too great. Frend ordered the re-embarkation 
of the men, and fought his way out ; but with twenty-one casualties — 
among them the gallant Milnes, who was mortally wounded, and 
died shortly after, much deplored by his brothers in arms. 

The capture of this brigade of store-boats by the enemy — ^no 
unfirequent occuirence on both sides — will convey some idea of the 
danger and difficulties surmounted in supplying a military force 
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scattered from Quebec to Michilimacinac, along an exposed fron- 
tier of upwards of a thousand miles. It taxed talent, and energy, 
and foresight of no ordinary calibre to anticipate and provide for 
all wants — to evade or surmount all obstructions, in a climate which 
admits of but six months of water conveyance, and at that season, 
and on that line of communication, Invites and aids attack ; and 
in a country where the roads in winter, though practicable, are 
so narrow, and at times so cut up, as to make the movement of 
weighty articles very slow and protracted. The baggage and daily 
supply of a regiment on the march, conveyed in a long single line 
of traineariXj would occupy miles of road, from whicli to diverge 
one foot is to plunge into three feet of snow; and where a " break 
down" interrupts the advance of the whole line. The troops had 
to be supplied for the present, and in anticipation of the casualties 
of the ftiture. It will surprise men, living in the abundance of ' \ ^ ^'^^ 
productive and overflowing Canada, to learn that in 1813 the /■ ' 
soldiery, the militia, and the Indians, were fed upon Irish mess- 
pork, and on "pilot bread," or ship biscuit, manufactured at 
Portsmouth. In a new country, where population was scattered 
and cultivation sparse — where the produce barely suflSced for the 
support of the husbandman — and where war disturbed both sowing 
and harvest, it became necessary,' in providing for the troops, to 
consider the wants of the whole population. It is, therefore, easy 
to ima^e the arduous duties — ^the responsibilities — the mental 
labour which devolved upon the commissariat. What the belly 
was to the members, according to the fable of -ZBsop, the brain was 
to the belly in the story of Canadian warfare. Shoes and bread 
were the real pahda belli: These essentials were regularly and 
jJientifiilly supplied ; but to secure this supply, demanded great 
administrative talent ; a thorough knowledge of the country, tiie 
language, the means of conveyance, channels of communication, 
and of the means and resources, however limited, which could be 
appealed to upon an emergency. 
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Sir William Robinson was the commissary general, an experienced 
ofiScer of the department, and an excellent link of connection 
between the expenditure of the war and the British treasury ; and 
he was well supported. It must be evident that, in such a scene 
of scattered warfare, waged at the same time on remote frontiers, 
much was necessarily left to individual responsibiliiy, and that 
much depended on the local knowledge and capacity of subordinate 
officers. Fortunately, Sir William found in the country a class of 
men, made to his hand, who possessed these requisites. Many 
of them were U. E. Loyalists — men who, for opinion's sake, had 
abandoned thfeir counting-houses in Boston, New York, and Phila- 
delphia, and who had applied their commercial talents and habits 
of business to the improvement of a new field of enterprise, and, 
in some cases, to the acquisition of a new tongue. Among the 
names of the officers of the commissariat department in Canada, 
returned ia July, 1811, by Sir Gordon Drummond, will be found 
those of Isaac W. Clarke, Montreal ; James Crookshank, York ; 
James Coffin, Fort George ; William Stanton, York ; John Coffin, 
Quebec ; William Ross, Kingston ; Robert Reynolds, Amherstburg. 
All these gentlemen were U. E. Loyalists — ^living witnesses of the 
gratitude of the crown, which never ignores or forgets fidelity ; but 
visits and rewards it from the father to the children. They proved, 
all, to be valuable officers in a branch of the service which can 
never be sufficiently estimated ; and among them no one more 
so than Isaac Winslow Clarke, Depuiy Commissary-General of 
Montreal. .. 

The career of this gentleman is characteristic of the times. He 
was one of the sons, and a partner in the business of Richard 
Clarke, a loyal. Boston merchant, — consignee of the tea, which, 
destroyed by the violence of the mob in Boston Harbour, is noted 
as the first outbreak of the revolution. As in all popular convul- 
sions, the weaker and the obnoxious party was treated mercilessly* 
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The Tory was knocked down, and talked down, and written down ; 
and, Hke in the fable of the lion, the man who put him down, gave 
his version of the exploit. The Clarkes were obnoxious to the 
men and the opinions of the day. The father took refuge in Eng- 
land^ with his son-in-law, Copley the painter, and was written 
doTrtjjmd proscribed, without trial, in the " Boston Confiscation 
A^ti''*>^ Isaac, the son, ^ideavouring to collect some debts due to 
the finn^at Plj^uth, in Massachusetts, was paid in full by a mob 
at midmght. H^rexecuted a mutual discharge, saved his life, and 
followed ihis fatheir to the fireside of his talented brother-in-law, 
where, with his sister, and her sincfe celebrated son, the late lamented 
Lord I^^dhurst, he remained until appointed to the commissariat 
in Canada, In this country he served his Sovereign for fifty years. 
In 1812 he was regarded as an officer of great trust, of long expe- 
r^nce^ and indefatigable zeal. The organization of the batteau/x 






* In an excellent American work " Biographical Sketches of the American 
Loyalists/' published in Boston, 1847, and in a well-digested Preface, entitled 
aiLSjftoricalJSssay, the author, Lorenzo Sabine, admits, philosophically enough, 
Xh^ the process of " tarrfng and feathering '^ was not one likely to reclaim an 
offending birother. What " brother," he exclaims, " who saw only with the 
eyes of a £lrltish subject, was won orer to the right, by the arguments of mob- 
bing, burning, and smoking." He cites many instances of the cruelties of mob 
law, Aiid closes with the following : " Did it serve any good end to endeavour 
to hinder Tories from getting tenants, or to prevent persons who owed them 
from paying honest debts? On whose cheek should have been the blush of 
shame, when the habitation of the aged and feeble Foster was sacked, and he 
had no shelter but the woods ; when Williams, as infirm as he, was seized at 
night, dragged away for miles, and smoked in a room, with fastened doors and 
a closed chimney top ? What father who doubted whether to join or fly, deter- 
mined to abide the issue in the land of his birth, because foul words were spoken 
to his daughters, or because they were pelted when riding, or moving in the 
innocent dance ? Is there cause to wonder that some who still live, should yet 
say of their own, or of their father's treatment, that << persecution made half of 
the, king's friends."— ^(fo pp. Y6, 17. 
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brigades was due to him. These boats — flat-bottomed, of light 
draught, but carrying heavy cargoes — were partly towed, partly 
punted, partly dragged by ropes up the rapids of the St. Lawrence. 
The crews were supplied by a levy or corvSe of French Canadians. 
Several thousands of these men were devoted to a service, for which 
they were peculiarly qualified by a hardihood, activity, and cheerful- 
jiess, — undaunted by fatigue. From five to seven voyageurB were 
assigned to each hatteau; but at certain difljcult points the united 
strength of the whole brigade forced the boats, one by one, up the 
stream. But the progress was slow, and the opportunities of attack 
many ; still, the precautions taker? and the bold front shown, for 
the most part defeated these attempts. John Finlay, the executive 
oflScer at Lachine, distinguished himself by acts of vigour and 
devotion, which, in the sister service, would have been fame. The 
commanders in the field, and especially Sir Gordon Drummond, 
repeatedly expressed their obligations to Mr. Clarke. Few but 
men in these high positions can appreciate the value of such un- 
pretentious services.* 



J-: 



i it..f 



*In 1824 Deputy Commissary General Clarke, then 76 years of age, was on his 
way to England, where his friends had reason to expect that he would receiv* 
from the Crown the same marks of favour which had been bestowed on others. • 
He died at sea, leaving one son, who was for many years private secretary to 
Lord Lyndhurst, when Lord Chancellor of England ; and two daughters — one 
the wife of the Hon. Charl6s R. Ogden, at one time Attorney-General in Lower 
Canada, and now Attorney-General in the Isle of Man ; the second sheds light 
and happiness on the hand which traces these lines. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Hontreal.the centra of supply— Description of Montreal— View from top of the Monntain 
—Montreal of 1840 or 1864, not the Montreal of 1812— Montreal viewed as the Military 
Key of Canada— Country around— View of Beloeil- Canadian scenery— Canadian 
people— The Habitants, their progress, improrement and characteristics— Strong temp- 
tation to invasion- Approach to Montreal and the Bichelieu country— Description of 
Lake Champlain— American force on the New York frontier available for invasion. 

Montreal was the source and centre of supply. It was then, as 
it is now, the commercial emporium of the Canada^ In population 
it exceeded any other settlement on the St. Lawrence. Situated 
on an island in the combined embrace of the Rivers Ottawa and St. 
Lawrence, it possesses, partly from its latitude and partly from the 
great area of water with which it is surrounded, a mildness and 
softness of climate unknown to any other part of Lower Canada. 
The Island of Montreal is longer, but not so wide, as the Isle of 
Wight ; and the St. Lawrence equals, in varying width, the strait 
which divides that island frctoi the coast of Hampshire.* In the 
4, rear of the city, running parallel to the river, at the distance of a 
mile and a half from the water's edge, rises a long ridge of rocky and 
precipitous hill, some 550 feet above water-level, from which is derived 
the original name " Mont Royal." The summit of this mountain 
commands, a view, extensive and diversified. The city, with its 
towers, and spires, and public buildings, covers at the feet of the 



* Montreal Island, - - 30 miles long, 10} miles broad. 
Isle of Wight, - - - 23 "13 " 
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spectator, an area of three miles, by one and a half. In mid- 
river lies the umbrageous island of St. Helen's — ^half park, half 
arsenal, glistening in the morning sun, like an emerald set in gold. 
The St. Lawrence, a mile and a half wide at the narrowest, extends 
east and west as far as the eye can reach, covered with ships fresh 
from the ocean, and by steamers numberless, leaving on the wind 
their murky trail. In mid-landscape, that architectural marvel, 
the Victoria Bridge, spans the river, in all its strength and beauiy ; 
and the ear can detect the joar of each passing train which rushes 
through its iron ribs. Beyond, the rail-tracks wind through a 
champaign country, settled for two centuries, where farm houses 
and farm buildings line the roads like streets, rich in population 
and rustic wealth ; while in the distance the twin mountains of 
Beloeil and Montarville, sites even more picturesque than their 
names, rise from the plain, insulce of beauty amid a sea of verdure. 
But the eye can hardly tear itself from the scene of cultivation 
close around. The slopes of the mountain, and the rich alluvial 
soil at its foot, are one entire garden. Villas and pleasure-grounds 
cover the hill-side. A beautiful reservoir, cleft out of the rock, 
glitters in the sunlight, with all the formal beauiy of 2i, passage hj 
Watteau — the costumes and gay colours of the present day heighten- 
ing the illusion — and imparts health and freshness to the city spread 
beneath. In the distant valleys, the agricultural skill of the Englidi 
farmer combines with the minuteness and precisi(MMrf the old French* 
stjle of gardening to create a scene W": 

■ ■ - ■ , . ) / • 

Ever changing, ever new: ^. ■.' 

When will the landscape tire the vieSnf 7 
The fountain's fall; the river's flow;" 
The woody valley, warm and low ;*''^*1l 
The windy summit, wild and high — ;. 
Roughly reaching to the sky ; 
The pleasant seat ; the ruined tower ; 
The naked rock ; the shady bower ; 
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The town— the Tillage — dome— and farm : 
Each gives to e^ch a doable charm- 
Like pearls npon^an Ethiop^s arm. 

But the spectator from the hill-top, or the frequenter of St. James 
Street, or of the Rue Notre Dame, must not suppose that iii 1812 
things were as they are now. Not for twenty-five years later, did a 
civic government provide for the wants of advancing civilization ; not 
for twenty-five years, did gas-lights, or pavements, or hydrants exist. 
The long line of banks and stately edifices which now adorn St. 
James Street, rise from an abandoned gravayard, which in 1812, 
was bounded by the crumbling city defenses. Fortification Lane 
was the foot of the town wall ; Craig Street was the town ditch ; 
beyond, on the upland, were country houses and orchards. In 
1812 the Jlue Notre Dame, now flashing with plate-glass and piled 
stores of jewelry and brocade, was a narrow street of low, cozy 
Canadian houses, one story and a half high — ^the sancta of much 
geniaT grace and of unbounded hospitality. The nocturnal reveller 
— ^and there was a good deal of revelry in those days — ^who slipped 
off the disjointed stones, mis-called trottoir^ plunged mid-leg in mud, in 
the palpable darkness, without hope of refuge in a street-rSilway car, 
or of help from a sleepy policeman. The modest old Catholic parish 
church, which in early days gave a Catholic welcome to the house- 
less Protestant congregations,*stood lengthwise in front of the present 



• The Hon. Samuel Gerrard, who at the age of ninety years, retained a vivid 
recollection of events coeval with the conquest, was wont to dwell with 
pleasure on the catholicity of the Catholic population and Priesthood of that 
time. Under the terms of the capitulation, if they had had any ill feeling to 
gratify, they might have been as exclusive as they pleased ; but obeying a noble 
inspiration they offered the use of their church to other Christian denomina- 
tions, and it received all members of the Christian family, until other provision 
was made. The benevolent influence of their first impulse has descended to 
tKe present generation, and pervades a whole community. There is not in 
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noble church of Notre Dame— grand in design, though somewhat 
marred by a too great severity of siyle. Those splendid wharves, 
faced with miles of cut stone, imequalled in America, and rivalled 
only in Europe by the docks of Liverpool, or the quays of St. 
Petersburg, have replaced a nauseous bank, heaped with filth and 
garbage; and a muddy islet, the receptacle of driflrwood and 
drowned animals ; and a turbid stream, from whence the strongest 
swimmer never rose. Montreal of the present day, with its palatial 
residences, — its places of public resort, — markets numerous, con- 
venient and ornamental, — with its cathedrals, churches, colleges, 
and convents, — with its multiplied institutions and social improve- 
ments, — ^with a population of 100,000 souls, is as superior to the 
Montreal of 1840, as the Montreal of 1840 was in advance of 
1812 ; and yet at that time Montreal was the commercial heart 
of Canada; the fountain of supply ; the focus of mercantile energy 
and wealth ; and was regarded as the grand end and aim — ^the 
promised prize of — ^American conquest. • 

It was then universally believed in the United States that the 
fall, of Montreal would entail the subjugation of Canada. This 
opinion tSslj be questioned. Situated at the head of navigation 
fjpom the ocean, and at the foot of all the channels of communica- 
tion with the upper country, the temporary occupation of Montreal 
would doubtless have compelled all the western garrisons to fall 
back upon Kingston; but the force concentrated at the latter 
point, would have sufficed to keep at bay the American army 
then in the field, reduced, as it must have been, by detachments. 



Ghristendom a communitj more devoid of the yices and bigotry of sectarianism 
than that of Montreal. It is not that men of different persuasions tolerate each 
other — they unite in kindlj and cordial feeling, sociallj, and in all matters of 
public concern. In matters of faith aU claim liberty of conscience ; and, with- 
out derogating from their own opinions, respect the liberty thej claim, bj 
not interfering with those of others. 
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And it may be doubted whether the army from Western Canada, 
descending the St. Lawrence, might not have invested the inva-* 
der, in a false position, on the wrong side of a wide river — which 
they could not bridge, and British gun^boats would soon command. 
The possession of Montreal would, no doubt, facilitate an attack 
upon Quebec. It had oflFered this facility to Amherst, in 1769-60 ; 
and to Montgomery, in 1776-76. And yet Quebec would have 
never fallen but for Wolfe's triumphant daring. Montgomery 
failed. And so long as the climate in winter, and the British navy 
in summer, conunand the St. Lawrence, Quebec is.safe. 

Montreal was, indeed, in dangerous proxinnty to the American 
frontier, at a point where a large force could easily be placed within 
striking distance. Forty-five miles from Montreal, d vol cToiaeaUy 
is the line which divides the State of New York from Lower Canada. 
It is commonly known as the " line Forty-five," being on that parallel 
of latitude, established by treaty as the frontier of the two countries. 
This line intersects the head of Lake Champlain at Bouse's Point, 
where the lake narrows to a river, which, assuming there the name 
of the Bichelieu, passes through the most fertile district of French 
Canada, and disembogues into the St. Lawrence at Sorel. The 
territory fertilized by this river is rich aa the Delta of the Nile. 
It is a wide alluvial flat. It was long regarded as the garden of 
Canada. It was seized upon, at once, with instinctive appreciation, 
and settled by the first French settlers of the country. The tourist, 
who will scale the top of Beloeil, sees around him a striking pan- 
orama. The main roads appear to radiate from the foot of the 
moimtain. The farms, on the old seigniorial system, are laid ofi*, 
right and left of these roads, with a front of three acres by a depth 
of thirty. The farm-houses and buildings on every lot, for con- 
venience and mutual assistance in winter, front on the road. These 
houses — ^red-roofed, delicately whitewashed, kept with remarkable 

M 
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neatness — surrounded by gardens, and foliage, and well arranged 
fields, chequer the whole country. For miles and miles extend 
these vistas of dwellings, with a village church, its steeple glittering 
in the sunlight, and a modest presbytere interpolated on the land- 
scape, every three leagues. The character of the population is in 
keeping with the scene. The French Canadian is eminently a 
gregarious animal, attached to his habitats. He hop^s to live and 
die within sound of the bell which rang at his baptism. He is 
attached to his fellows, to his institutions, his language, his religion ; 
he is attached to his priesthood — who by their exemplary lives and 
iheir care, temporal as well as spiritual, deserve all his love. He 
is social and hospitable, courteous and courtly. The manners of the 
vieille cour are still to be found among the habitants of Canada, 
and invest the females of the race with an indescribable charm. 
But his attachment to the past makes him indifferent to the future. 
He is slow in improvement ; and in the great race of human pro- 
gress is exposed to be left behind. And yet, those who have known 
these people foi^ twenty years, can bear witness to an auvance, 
which, although it might be accelerated to their advantage, promises 
much. Education has made great strides. That which was regarded 
as an imposition, is now. esteemed a privilege. In the small towns 
and villages, and even in the farm-houses, is seen a manifest 
increase in the comforts, the conveniences, the elegancies, and 
luxuries of life ; and with them, an increased independence of 
character. Men think more for themselves, and are less easily led. 
Time was, when they were docile to a fault ; but upon occasions, 
they have shown all the vivida vis of a gentle nature. When roused 
they are stem to savageness. 

The possessions of such a people were inviting to an invader — as 
the flesh-pots of Egypt. The government of the United States had, 
Tor long, honored this part of Canada with special attention. To Mr. 
Secretary Armstrong, Montreal was as the apple of his eye. It 
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was argued pertinently enough — Why waste men and money upon 
distant frontiers ? strike at the vitals, and paralyze the extremities. 
Capture Montreal, and you starve de Rottenburg and Proctor. In 
Montreal your troops will find winter quarters and English Christ- 
mas cheer. As the Cabool prince remarked at Calcutta, rubbing 
his hands mth'the leer of a freebooter — ^'^ A splendid place : ah, yes ! 
a splendid place to plundier." The fields on the Richelieu would 
forage and feed an army, more plentifully than the plains of the 
Low Countries. 

These counsels carried with them great weight ; and it will be 
seen that for the remainder of the campaign, the capture of 
Montreal was the grand end and crowning object of American 
strategy. In furtherance of this scheme the cabinet of Washington 
assembled a large force on Lake Champlain. This lake runs due 
north and south ; and divides the State of New York from the 
State of Vermont. It is in length 130 miles, by a width of from 
one to fifteen. It is one great link in the chain of communication 
between the city of New York and the banks of the St. Lawrence. 
The Champlain canal, which connects the southern extremity of the 
lake with the River Hudson, was not commenced until 1818 ; nor 
could the proverbial ingenuity of the race m its wildest imagin- 
ation have conceived then, the network of American railroads 
which now converge on Rouse's Point. But, long before the introduc- 
tion of the tail, the internal channels of communication had greatly 
improved. In 1812 the country between Albany and Whitehall, 
about 80 miles, was open and cultivated ; the roads the best in 
America ; the Hudson afforded 140 miles of uninterrupted navigfir 
tion, and Lake Champlain supplied the rest. 

What Loughrig tarn is among the lakelets of North Britain, such 
is Ijake Champlain to the lakes of North America, It is a perfect 
gem. The coast scenery of Erie and Ontario is comparatively 
tame : though undulating, it is in general aspect flat — a rich alluvial 
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margm, acquired to the Umd in the coturse of ages, by ilie gradual 
retrogresdon of the water. But the coast of {lake Champlaiii rises 
'rapidly into upland, backed on both diores by mountun peaks^ 
which; if of no great altitude, are most beautiful in shape and 
grouping. The waters are pure and deq), and studded with lovely 
isles. The alternate coasts, never lost to view, are dotted over with 
villages, and homesteads, and farms ; and teem with flocks and 
herds, and elaborate cultivation. The cities of Builington and 
Plattsburg adorn its shores ; and ISconderoga and Crown Point, 
associated with tales of Indian stratagem, and of the old French 
wars, impart pictorial beauty and historical interest to the Horican^ 
immortalized by the pen of Cooper. 

At the time when General Dearborn retired into winter quarters, 
in 1812, he had under his command, on Lake Champlun, an army 
of at least 12,000 men. This fine force was partially moved to 
Sackett's Harbor ; and frittered away in the spring in the raid 
upon York and the empty acquisition of Fort George, to the great 
dissatisfaction of the Government at Washington. But on the 
retirement of thi3 officer, the commander in the field concurred 
with the cabinet. In the summer of 1813 about 6,000 men were 
collected at Burlington and Plattsburg ; and extensive barracks were 
prepared for the reception of troops at these points — at Champlain 
in New York, and Swanton in Vermont, Commodore Macdonough, 
with a force of seamen fi:om the seaboard, was actively engaged in 
fitting out a naval armament on the Lake. These preparations 
bespoke their object. The aspect of affairs on this frontier was very 
menacing. 



CHAPTER XVn, 

Sir George Preirost and Sir James Craig— Sir James a good nian but obdurate—Sir George 
politic and useAil— He identifies himself with the people-<Thef support him and British 
role— The Legislature legalize the issue pf army hills, and vote itdditional militia 
forces— Exchequer Bills— Sir George prepares for defence— English Volunteers- 
French Militia— The two people incline to diUlBrent sjstems of enrolment— Both readilj 
unite against common enemf-^Jsle auK SToix-^At^empt made to surprise this post*- 
Capture of American schooners Growler and Eagle— Beprisals—OfBcers and men of 
H. M. brig of war, Wasp, transferred to Lake Champlain— Plattsbnrg, Swanton, Cham- 
plain, destro7«4— -Burlington challenged- Bloekade of the seaboard \>j the British-' 
Increased American $tx&ng&i on the Lakes, 

Sir George Prevost, necessarily resident at Quebec, the seat of 
Government, retained the chief military command in Lower Canada. 
Jn 1811 be had succeeded in the government a man of great talent 
and energy — eminent for his services in Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
America ; but unsuccessful in Canada. Sir James Craig was an 
honest man and a brave soldier ; but he had governed soldiers all his 
life, and his ideas of government squared with the rules of discipline. 
He Imd none of the flexibility of character which constitutes a suc- 
cessful administrator under a constitutional system. He came at* 
once mto collision with the legislature. And in those days there 
was no responsible council to fend off the blow of the battering- 
ram. The lissembly humbly prayed to be allowed to defray the 
expenses of the civil list. The prayer had doubtless a double 
object : the privilege to pay inferred a right to discharge and th^ 
alternative was ominous to some of Sir James' advisers. But tho 
request was reasonable ; and Sir James was wrong in reftising 
to lay it at the foot of the throne. His acts were maliciously, and 
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perhaps, seditiously reviewed. He seized on the newspaper, and 
sent the editor to gaol. This might have been the usual practice 
at Cape Town or Madras, at Gibraltar or Messina, but it was not 
suited to the climate or constitution of Canada. These acts brought 
him in direct antagonism with a majority in the assembly, which 
being French Canadian, fastened upon him at once the imputation 
of hostility to the Canadian people. This, no unusual ruse in politics, 
was nothing but a ruse. As Sir James said, with much pathos, '' For 
what should I oppress you ? Is it from ambition ? What can you 
give me ? Is it for power ? Alas ! my good friends, with a life 
ebbing not slowly to its period, under pressure of disease acquired 
in the service of my country, I look only to pass what it may 
please God to suffer to remain of it, in the comfort of retirement 
among my friends. I remain among you only in obedience to the 
commands of my Kmg."* The fact is, that he was an honest, 
earnest man ; but too much of a martinet to be a usefiil civil 
governor. He returned home and died. 

Sir George Prevost was made of more malleable material ; and 
happily so, for the country and for the empire. Not all the power of 
England could, of itself, at that conjuncture have saved Canada, 
had not Canada been true to England and to herself. Thid 
preservation of the country depended on the support of the 
legislature, and on the good will of the masses. He identified him- 
self with the masses ; and, at a most critical moment, secured their 
cordial co-operation. The acts of the legislature — their ready 
contributions to the conduct of the war, bear witness to his success 
as a civil administrator. He was politic as well as just. But under 
a form of government which rules by parties, he could not please 
both, and in his turn he incurred an hostility which was neither 
blind to his faults nor kind to his errors. There can be no stronger 



• Morgan, Celeb. Can., p. 160. 
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proof of the influence lie exercised and of the earnest loyalty of the 
people than the liberality of the Legislature. At this time it was 
all important to provide a currency as a substitute for gold, which, 
if put in circulation, would have found its way rapidly to a better 
market in the United States. It was desirable to be prepared with 
an expedient to counteract an accidental dearth of gold. Banks 
and Bank notes were unknown in Canada. To many of the inhab- 
itants a paper currency was unintelligible — to some obnoxious,-- 
the recollections of the paper currency of French rule — the ordonr 
nances or assignats of Bigot and his compeers were yet rife. In tl^ 
face of these popular prejudices the Legislature legalized the 
issue of a paper currency. They authorized the issue of what was 
termed an Army Bill, analogous to the Exchequer Bill in England. 
It was a bank note bearing interest. These notes were made a legal 
tender. They were more than legalized, they were popularized by 
the example of the Legislature. The issue amounted to $2,000,000. 
The Legislature provided for the expense of the operation and the 
temporary payment of interest. These Bills were redeemed* by 
the Imperial treasury at the end of the war, but the action c^ the 
Legislature of Lower Canada at this critical time was declaratory 
of confidence in British rule and of a determination to uphold it. 



•In 1^68 the people of Canada were informed that the Royal Treasury of 
France was in no conditionto repay the advances the Canadians had made to 
the Government. That the payment of Colonial Bills drawn upon it was sus- 
pended for a time. Yaudreuil and Bigot were apprized of this measure by an 
official circular. • • • This news startled those concerned, like a thunder- 
bolt; there was owing by France to the Colonists more than 40 millions of francs 
(say £1,600,000 stg.) and there was scarcely one of them who was not a creditor 
of the State. '* The paper money amongst us " wrote M. de Levis to the Minister 
"is entirely discredited and the people are in despair about it. They have 
sacrificed their all for the conservation of Canada to France ; now they find 
themselves ruined, resourceless, but we do our best to restore their confidence.'' 
— Garneau, History of Canada, Vol. 11, p 68. 
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If Grreat Britain had fiiOed in the contest, the Le^datiye endorsers 
of these notes would have been responable for the paper.* 

The example of the Legislatore was wOrthilj sustained by the 
exhortations of the Catholic clergy. In no Catholic country ib 
Christendom does the clergy exercise a stronger or more healthy 
influence than in Canada. They are the domestic chaplains of 
every farm-house. In derotion and loyalty to the Britidi Crown 
tiiey are second to none. It has been shown on all occasions which 
justified their interposition. In 1775 Sir Guy Carlton declared 
publicly, that if the Province of Canada had been preserved to Great 
Britain, it was owmg to the CathoUc clergy. 

In 1812 the Catholic church in Canada was under tiie guidance 
of the Rev. Joseph Octave Plessis, Bishop of Quebec. This able 
Ecclesiastic was contemporary with the treaty which ceded Canada 
to England. He was a native of Montreal, bom in 1763. He 
became Bishop of Quebec in 1806. ffis services, in the protection 
of his church, and in tiie promotion of the best interests of his people, 
were most honourable ; but, among tiiem all, none do greater credit 
to his heart and head than his constant adherence to the British 
Crown. 



* Exchequer Bills — Macanlaj explains what thej were. <^ Another and at 
that conjuncture, a more effectual substitute for a metallic currency owed its 
ezistenee to the ingenuitj of Charles Montague. He bad succeeded in engraft- 
ing on Harlej^s Land Bank Bill, a clause which empowered the goyernment to 
issue negotiable paper bearing interest at the rate of three-pence a daj on a 
hundred pounds. In the midst of the general distress and confusion appeared 
the first Exchequer Bills, drawn for various amounts from a hundred pounds 
down to five pounds. These instruments were rapidly distributed over the 
kingdom by post, and were everywhere welcome. The Jacobites talked 
violently against them in every Coffee House and wrote much detestable verse 
against them, but to little purpose. The success of the plan was such that the 
Ministers at one time resolved to issue twenty shilling Bills for the payment of 
the troops. But it does not appear that their resolution was carried into effect. 
History of England, vol. iv. p. 608. 
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Nor was the Prelate a blind or an unreasoning adherent. He 
gave good ground for the faith that was in him. " In considering 
the system of vexatious tricks organized against the church and 
people of Canada, by chiefs and subordinates who were sent from 
the Court of Louis the XV., at that time under the sceptre of 
Madame de Pompadour, he admitted, frankly, that under the English 
Government the Catholic clergy and rural population enjoyed more 
liberty than was accorded to them before the conquest ;" and after 
having praised the English nation, ^' which had welcomed so gener- 
ously the French Ecclesiastics, hunted out of France by the Repub- 
licans of 1792," he added, " that the capitulation, as well as the treaty 
of 1763, were so many new ties of attachment to Great Britain, and 
that religion itself would gain by the change of domination."* 

It was in the spirit of this manly avowal, that he issued his man- 
dement or episcopal proclamation, read in every church in his dio- 
cese, and concluded in the following eloquent language : " Q^uerrierBj^ 
said he, " it is to you that belongs the task of opposing yourselves, 
like a wall,f to the approach of the enemy. They will cease to be 
formidable when the God of battles fights on your side ; under his 
holy protection, march to combat as to victory : sustain that repu- 
tation for obedience, for discipline, for valour and for intrepidity 
by which you deserved your first success. Your confidence will 
not be vain, if in exposing your lives for the defence of your country 
and your hearths, you take care before all things to make your peace 
with God." 

These sentiments of the Bishop were enforced by bis clergy with 
a quiet undemonstrative earnestness, which is energy, without the 
pretence it often assumes. It pervaded, encouraged, emboldened 



*Life of Mongrandeur Plessis, bj L'Abb^ Ferland. TransUted bj D, B, 
French, p. 14. Vide ibid., p. 23. 
t The expreiiion of Stonewall Jaokion was here antioipated, ^ 
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all men. A remarkable incident, hereafter, on the battle-field of 
Chateauguay will exemplify its influence.* 

Sir George Prevost applied, vigorously, the resources at his com- 
mand to the protection of his threatened frontier. He had, at this time, 
cantoned in the districts of Montreal, Laprairie, St. John's, and 
Chambly, about 3,000 men ; two-thirds of which were Voltigeurs and 
embodied militia. It is curious to observe the varying characteristics 
of the races, in the terms of service most acceptable to each. The 
French Canadian preferred to be a conscript ; the Anglo-Canadian 
insisted upon being a volunteer.f 

•Human story reproduces itself. Let us take the testimony of Burke, giren 
twenty years before. " When the English nation seemed to be dangerously, if 
not irreyocably divided — when one, and that the most growing branch, was 
torn from the parent stock, and ingrafted on the power of France, a great 
terror fell upon this kingdom. On a sudden we awakened from our dreams 
of conquest, and saw ourselves threatened with an immediate invasion, which 
we were, at that time, very ill-prepared to resist. You remember the clond 
that gloomed oyer us all. In that hour of our dismay, from the bottom of 
the hiding-places into which the indiscriminate rigour of our statutes had 
driven them, came out the body of the Roipan Catholics. They appeared 
before the steps of a tottering throne with one of the most sober, measured, 
steady and dutiful addresses that was ever presented to the Crown, It was 
no holiday ceremony, no anniversary compliment of parade and show. It was 
signed by almost every gentleman of that persuasion, of note or property in 
England. At such a crisis nothing but a decided resolution to stand or fall 
with their country, could have dictated such an address ; the direct tendency 
of which was to cut off all retreat, and to render them peculiarly obnoxious 
to an invader of their own communion. The Address showed what I had long 
languished to see, that all subjects of England had cast off all foreign views 
and connections, and that every man looked for his relief from every grievance 
at the hands only of his own national government. — Burke, Speech before the 
Bristol Election, Sept., 1784. 

t It was the boast of the soldiers, as we find it recorded in their solemn 
resolutions, that they had not been forced into the service, nor had enlisted 
chiefly for the sake of lucre ; that they were no janzzaries, but free-born En^ 
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Both Briton and Gaul made good soldiens in the field ; bat Uie 
one stood on his independence , and accepted bonnt j-iQone j ; the other 
eschewed soldiering en amateur^ yet cheerfully obeyed the draft. 
Both acted in accordance with their traditions. Since the days of 
Cromwell, the Englishman has been free to fight for whom he pleases. 
He enlists for reasons best known to himself; imd "taies the sib- 
ling," because he chooses. The Frenchman has been ^ feudal fol- 
lower of his lord and of his king fi:om his earliest to his latest histoiy. 
The terms of his tenure in Canada revived a system not then extinqt 
in France, and pei7)etuated habits of thought and action derived from 
his ancestors. He obeyed with the same devotion with which he woul4 
have followed a Montmorenci or a Cond^ ; and with an inborn recol- 
lection of the discipline of Royal Rou^sillon or GuiSnne. It wap 
necessary to devise and adapt a system suited to the genius of bot^ 
races of the population ; and Sir George Prevost did so. 

In no part of Canada have the two peoples so much amalgamated 
jas m the district of Montreal. It would be more correct, perhaps, 
to say assimilated : each race still retains its distinctive- features ; 

Each gives to each a doable charm, 
Like pearls upon the Ethiop's arm. 

But commerce and constitutional government have exercised their 
influence ; and we see that tendency to a union of the Norman and 
Saxon elements which, in the course of ages, has made England 
what she is. On this occasion, as ever since, in questions of 
national defence, a generous rivalry animated both races. The 
Frenchman bore no love to the puritanical " Bostonnais," whose pre- 
vious visits were not held in pleasant recollection. The Englishman 
rankled in the face of a nation which heaps upon him and his 



lishmen, who had, of their own accord, put their lires in jeopardy for the 
liberties and religion of England, and whose right and duty it was to watch 
over the welfare of the nation which they had saved.— ^Macanlp^, Vol. II, p. 94. 
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country, oontumely and vituperation. Hard i^ords may break no 
bones, but they oflFer a poor salve to old sores. Thus, with the 
<^ordial aid of an united population. Sir George made vigorous 
arrangements for the defence of this frontier.* 

About ten miles below the outlet of Lake Ghamplain, barring 
the channel of the Richelieu, stands the military post of Isle aux 
Noix — now a fortress, then a swampy island, protected by rudo 
breastworks and a wooden block-house. In 1812, when the only 
means of communication was by water. Isle aux Noix was regarded 
as a bulwark of the frontier. The country on each side of this fortalice 
was, for many miles, an impenetrable forest. It is now cleared and 
cultivated ; traversed by roads, and seamed with railways. In those 
days it was regarded as the portal of the district. Here was 
stationed a small regular garrison. Here, not long before, Sir 
James Craig had caused to be conveyed three gun-boats, built at 
Quebec. In the summer of 1813 the garrison consisted of detach^ 
ments of the 13th and 100th regiments, and a small pariy of 
artillery, under command of Major Taylor, of the lOOth.f 

The Americans, shortly after the commencement of the war, bad, 
on their part, built and equipped a small flotilla, to watch the 
entrance to the lake, and protect its waters from insult. This object 
is now secured by a strong but small work, called Fort Montgomery, 
which, on the verge of the frontier, and at the margin of the river, 
prevents the British from getting out, as effectually as Isle aux 
Noix prevents the Americans from getting in. It may be question- 
able if, in the event of a war, either work would, under the present 

* la September was embodied another battalloa of milltiai oalled the Fifth 
Battalion, afterwards Canadian Chasseurs ; while the merchants and traders 
of the 1st Montreal Sedentary Militia organized themselves into four companies 
of volunteers for garrison dutj, and field service in case of emergenoj,*^ 
ChrUiU, Vol. II, p. 41, 

f James, Vol. II, p. 2S9. 
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circumstances of the fironiier and conditions of warfare, ptore aught 
else than a mere man-trap, in which soldiers are confined aJive, to 
be disposed of at leisure. A few scows filled with stones and sunk 
in the muddy channel, would probably answer the puxpose, at a less 
expenditure of men and money. 

Little apprehension was entertained at Isle aux Koix of an 
attack from the lake^ when at day-break on the morning of the 1st 
June, a sentry on the southern rampart discovered trucks, and 
streamers, and the masts of tall vessels rising above the mists, 
which at early. mom, and at that season of the year, settle down 
upon the marshy banks of the river* The alarm was given — the 
garrison was roused — tiie gun-boats manned, and got under weigh ; 
and, feeling their way through the fog, came upon two armed sloops, 
of from 90 to 100 tons each, anned each with 10 guns — eighteen- 
pounder carronades and long sixes ; and each mounting on a pivot 
an eighteen-pounder Golumbiad. The object of the incursion was 
never made inteBi^ble* It was venturesome, but indiscreet. 
Without the coK)peration of a land force nothing could have been 
effected. The armed vessels could only have approached the works 
to their own assured destruction* From the nature of the channel 
they could not bring their broadside guns to bear : following in file, 
the fire of the one impeded the fire of the other. As it was, tiie gun- 
boats had them at their mercy, and raked both. Major Taylor, per- 
ceiving his advantage, landed men from the boats and hatteaiix,2jii 
lining the bushes on either »de of the stream, kept up a gallbg fire of 
musketry. After a contest of three hours and a half, they sthick. 
their colours ; and proved to be the Growler and Eagle, armed 
sloops, with a complement of fifty men each, and commanded by 
Captain Sidney Smith, late of the Chesapeake. The Growler was 
brought to the garrison in safety ; the Eagle was so mauled by her 
puny antagonists, that she was nm ashore to save her from sinkings 
but was got off*, afterwards, and repaired* 
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This unexpected attack and its results, exposed the hospitals, 
barracks, and stores in preparation on Lake Ghamplain for " Mon- 
treal service," and encouraged the British to attempt their des- 
truction. Sir George Prevost, in a despatch to Brock, in July, 1 812, 
had remarked most justly, that '' our numbers would not justify 
ofiFensive operations, unless calculated to strengthen a defensive 
attitude." There can be no doubt but that, at this moment, the best 
defence was to be found in disarming further attack. 

Preparations were made accordingly. The prizes were re- 
equipped ; the three gun-boats put in the best order ; a flbtilla of 
row-boats and battvaux provided for the conveyance of troops. But 
the movement was paralyzed for the want of mariners. Fortunately, 
there was then lying at Quebec H. M. brig of war. Wasp. Her 
gallant commander, Everard — Pring, his second — and their whole 
crew volunteered to man the vessels on Lake Ghamplain. The service 
was readily accepted — the men transported to their destination — 
and on the 29th of July, the expedition left Isle aux Noix for 
Lake Ghamplain. The military force consisted of detachments of 
the 13th, 100th, and 103rd regiments — about 1000 officers and 
men, under command of Lieutenant Golonels Williams, Taylor, and 
Smith. A small artillery force, under Gaptain Gordon, and a few 
embodied militia were added ; and the whole placed under Lieu- 
tenant Golonel John Murray, of the 100th, one of the most prominent 
officers of the war. On the following day the flotilla reached Platts- 
burg — ^landed— dispersed the militia under General Moore — and de- 
stroyed the barracks on the Saranac, which were preparing for the 
reception of 4,000 men.* They upset Pyke's encampment, burned 
the arsenal, hospital, store-houses ; and removed a large quantity of 
naval and military stores. Everard then stood across the lake to 
BurUngton,in the Growler — now re-named the Broke — accompanied 
by one gun-boat. He was close in on the 2nd August : found two 

* Murray's Despatch, 3rd August, 1863. 
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sloops, one of 11 and the other of 13 guns, ready for sea ; and a 
third, somewhat larger, lying under protection of a battery of 10 
guns, mounted on a high bank, while two floating batteries and field- 
pieces, on the shore, strengthened the position.* Everard captured 
and destroyed four vessels under the eyes of this very superior force, 
which he very wisely abstained from attacking. The barracks and 
stores of Swanton, on Missisquoi Bay, were destroyed, as were also 
the barracks, block stores, and buildings at Champlain town ; the 
contemplated mischief was frustrated for a time, and the expedition 
returned to Isle aux Noix. This irruption, which was essentially 
a military movement of great importance, was denounced by the 
American press as an outrage. The British were stigmatized as 
" faithless ruffians, unprincipled invaders."! They forget that on 
the fallowing day was perpetrated the second descent by Commodore 
Chauncey on York, a place already plundered, half depopulated, 
and where there was, at the time, no military establishment. 

This bold stroke, on thepart of the British, disconcerted for the time 
the American project to invade Lower Canada by the most natural and 
accessible channel, and with the aid of a naval force ; and it now 
becomes necessary to explain the circumstances which had about 
this time much facilitated their naval preparations on the northern 
lakes. The Government of Washiiigtoii had made the best use of 
adversity. Driven to bay upon the sea-board, they devoted their 
energies, their men, and material to their inland waters, and from 
a new stand of vantage dealt forth strenuous blows. 



• Everard»8 Despatch, 3rd August, 1863. 
t James, Vol. II, p. 244. 



CHAPTER XVin. 

Stnns: by rerenes the British Admiralty luyted with yigonr— Ships were equipped of a 
calibre to meet the Americans— Americans blockaded in their own harbours— Commeroe 
destroyed, revenue ruined— Seamen useless on the ocean, transferred to the Lakes — 
Kaval engagements— Dominica and Decatur— Pelidftn and Argus— Boxer and Enter- 
prize— Cruise of the President under Commodore Bodgers— Detroit frontier— Unplei^ 
sant vicissitudes— Story of the Frontier— Squire Beynolds— His narratiye— Early state 
of the Detroit Frontier^Building of Fort Miami— Who paid fbr it— Surrender of 
Michigan Territory and Detroit to Americans under Jay's Treaty 1796— British wuw 
yessels on the Upper Lakes allowed to rot— Brock's interview with the Indians— June 
1812— First scalp taken by the American McOulloch- Indian exasperation— Resolution 
to retaliate— DeclaratioB of war received 28th June, 1812— Capture of the Cayuga 
Packet by Lieut« BoIettO/ 

We will, thercjfore, return to the ocean, which we left on the 1st 
June, after the successful issue of the contest between the Shannon 
and the Chesapeake* Long before this event occurred— early in 
the year — the British admiraliy, stung into activity by previous re- 
verses, had despatched to the coast of America vessels of a class, and 
in such strength, as to sweep the sea of the American cruisers, and 
compel the best and bravest of their ships and officers to take refuge ' 
in their own harbours. In Feb. 1813, Sir John Boriase Warren, 
having established a vigilant blockade of the American coasts, inter- 
cepted their carrying and coasting trade, and ruined their commerce.* 
The public revenue sank from $24,000,000 to 18,000,000. The 
Bays of the Chesapeake and Delaware were scoured by Admiral Cock- 
bum and a light squadron ; great damage inflicted on naval stores 
and arsenals^ and the towns on the coast kept in a continual state 
of harassment. A few comments which it is proposed to make on 
the occurrences of this naval campaign, and on the atrocities charged 

• Alifoii, Vol. ITi p. 463, Am. edition. 
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l^ainBt Gockbum and his crews, are postponed to a later and more 
opportune occasion in the course of tius narrative. The effect of 
the blockade was to shut up the American frigates in the ports of 
the Atlantic, and to transfer their ofScers and crews to Lakes Cham- 
plam, Ontario, and Erie* Thus it was that Captain Sidney Smith, 
late of the Chesapeake, was found and captured at Isle aux Noiz. 
Thus it was that Commodore Perry, (m Lake Erie, and later still, 
Commodore Macdonough, on Lake Champlain, were enabled to do 
such good service to their country. 

But, not to interrupt the even tenor of our kland way hereafier, 
it may be as well to note here a few remarkable events of maritime 
war which signalized the summer* On the 5th August, the Dominica, 
a British schooner of twelve guns, 67 men, and nine boys, was cap- 
tured by the American privateer Decatur, Captain Dominique Diron^ 
.mounting half the number of guns ; but one, an 18-pounder, on a 
pivot, of more value than all the guns engaged, and suppUed by a 
coniplement of 120 men* The American, confident in his numbers, 
carried the Dominica by boarding* The obstinacy of the contest 
is beat shown by tho list of casualties. The Dominica lost her 
captain. Lieutenant Bardt^, purder, two midi^pmen, and thirteen 
men killed, and forty wounded. Out of a crew of seventy-six sc^ds^ 
fifty-seven were hora de eombat before she surrendered. 

On Hie 12th of the same montii, the EdicasK, a Brita£^ eighte^ 
gun brig, just in from a ondse, was despatched from Cork brf(^re 
die fiarled sails, to encounter an Amexioan war schooner, known to 
be committing depredations m St. George's CSianneL She prov^ 
to bo the Argus, of 20 gun& After a shaap action of forty^fvie 
nmmtes, the American was oamed by boarding. Her captaiti, 
AfliNi, was killed in the aeticn. The Pelican was the superior vessd 
of the two. She was heavier m toniiage^ and tkrew a hroaddde 
84Ib8. more than her adversary, but tiie Argus had die advanta^p 
m ^ttew by about 20 men* 

N 
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Later in fhe year^ on the 5ih September, the British brig of irar 
Boxer, of 14 guns, lying at anchor off Portland, Maine, discovered 
a sail in the ofBng ; yreighed, and brought to action the American 
gun brig Enterprize, of 16 gons. Here the advantage in tonnage 
and weight of metal was <m liie side of the Americans. In men 
they were 120 to 60. The usual sanguinary scene ensued. The 
fitting on both sides was desperate. Both of the captains, Blyilie 
and Burrows, were killed, and the British ship was^urrendered when 
her crew was reduced to 27 men. Her colours could not be hauled 
down; they had been nailed to the mast. GreeksmayhavemetGreeks 
in a mamier worthy of all imitation, but it may be doubted if Ibey 
ever surpassed British or American sailors at the close of an action. 

These were the most Remarkable events of this naval campaign: 
Commodore Rogers, m the President, made a long cruise, prolific in 
despatches, during which he was always running away from some- 
body, or somebody running away from him. He made a few prizes, 
and a great escape, and successfrdly got home, which appears to 
have been the greatest success of his expedition. 

We will now retrace our steps from the ocean to our own inland 
seas — ^from the searboard of the Atlantic to the Detroit fr<mtier. 
Here, in the extreme West, the war had undergone many vicissitudes. 
The scenes there enacted have, to a certain extent, been abready 
recorded as they befell ; but for a clear understanding of the 
catastrophes of this campaign, it is well to recapitulate some of 
the early occurrences of the year. It is not a pleasant tale to tell 
which terminates m disaster, but a great nation looks upon reverses 
asthe.true test of prowess, and whether onthebanks of the Canadian 
Tkames, or m the rocky fastnesses of Cabool, encounters the decree 
of &te with dauntiess front. From these, and a thousand such 
ordeals, England has emerged, purified, and strengthened. All that 
menof iBritish lineage wish to know upon subjects such as these la 
the truth. The wisdom, which truth inspires, has long smce tau|^ 
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that we can never be told the troth too often, or too emphaticallj, 
and we are permitted on this occanon to draw it from a source 
beyond all peradventure. 

All men who know Amherstburg, or Maiden, as it is often called, 
know Squire Reynolds. There is not m all the Western Counties 
a man better known or more respected. He is in fact an institu- 
tioDr— one of the oldest and earliest in the country. At the age of 
eighty-three, he unites the mental vigour of middle age with a 
wonderful amount of bodily activity and buoyancy of spirits. EBs 
vitaliiy is PahDerstonian. This gentieman exercises in his part of 
the country tiie ftmctions of a patriarchal Bhadamanthus. He is 
the universal arbitrator and referee. If you want safe law or 
intelli^ble logic ; if you want counsel for the present, -advice for 
the ftiture, or an inkling of the past, you are handed over at once, 
and as a matter of course, to Squire Reynolds. He lives in a snug 
homestead, more villa than farm-house— low, with extended wings— 
embedded in a grove of fine old pine trees. In firont flows the Detroit, 
literally seamed with long lin^ of schooners, tugged and towed by 
little ungainly steamers — ^the " Black Dwarfs" of the river, small, 
ugly, but possessed of giant strength— and which scare up from the 
surrounding waters, flocks of innumerable wild-fowl. Around him 
dre the inclosures and gardens, and the indescribable mass of out- 
buildingis, which the protection of his cattie in winter imposes upon 
the Canadian fiBomer— with an eye, in early days, to the wolves— 
perhaps to the Indians. We are reminded in the long low irregular 
building, in the court yards and outrstedingis, and even by the 
relics of a f(»rmer ^^ stockade,'' of ^^ Botherwood, the dwellmg of 
Cedric the Saxon." 

Tfnith this introduction, the kindly old gentieman may be left to 
speak for himself. Seated in his roeking-chair, before a eoey log 
fire, at his own hearthnstone on the shores of tiie Detroit, on HhSa 
nnsty November morning,— he jerks himself back from before the 
blaze, and exclaims— 
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^^Enow something of the eomitry ! Why,! think I do. I knew 
it before it was made, and have seen it grow, every inch, rinee. I 
remember when, with the exception of this little strip of settlement, 
hardly wider than the Beach Lois where we now are, there was not 
a house between Huron and Ontario. No man but the hunter tra- 
yersed that wildemesa, of which London is now the centre. Our 
communications from ^ below' were all by water. G?he Courts of 
Law were transported by water. Well do I remember when, in 
1802, ihe Brig Speedy, Thomas Pazton, master— &ther of Major 
Paxton, of Fighting Island^-waa lost on the Lake, and the Judge 
and the Jury, Grown Offices, and litigants— all went down in her. 

^' My &ther was Commissary to the British troops at Fort Detroit 
—at that time the cUef trading port and military settlement in this 
part of the world. I was bom there in 1781. At this time the 
whole State of Michigan was British Territory— the river Miann 
divided it from the State of Ohio,— and we were often and much 
disturbed by quarrels, and Uoody fights at times, between the 
Indians of our territory and the frontier settiers, who could not be 
kept back. 

^< At length, in 1794, Oovemor Simcoe, with the authority of the 
Britidi Gh)vemment, caused a Fort to be built at tiie mouth of the 
Miami, fot the protection of our frontier. Pilkington, late Generti 
PiUdngton, of the Engineers, planned it and superintended the 
construction. Colonel England was in garrison there with part of 
the 24th Foot. Tn 1795, by Jay's Treaty, a new line of frontier 
was established. The Americans persuaded the Britidh Govern- 
ment that the Line of the St. Lawrence and the Lakes, was tiie 
safest frontier between the countries, and so, for the sake of a 
quiet house, they gave up all the frontier posts— Oswegatehie, 
Oswego, Niagara, ACami, and Detroit. I saw tiie British fii^ 
hauled down from the flagstaff of Detrcnt at noon, 11th Jtdy, 1796. 
I saw it again hoisted by Bfoek, it riom of Sunday, 16th Augn^, 
1812. 
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" When we gave up Detroit, the river was wider thaai it is now 
in front of that huge city. It must have been at least 1,000 yards 
wide then, but tilie wharves on both sides have much encroached 
on the waters. The fort stood back on a ri»ng bank about 700 
yards in the rear of the river. We left it in capital order. The 
troops were withdrawn and quartered at Sandwich and Fort Mai- 
den. We had at that time the en&*e control of the waters of the 
upper Lakes. We had a flotilla, composed of two large brigs, 16 
guns each ; one schooner of 8 guns ; and three gun-boats of one 
gun each. They were all aiQowed to rot. 

^^ Thus England abandoned Michigan, a territory as big as Spam— 
with its coal mines and other resources-*and our Indian allies were 
left to the tender merdes of ihe Ohio trappers, who invaded their 
huntmg grounds, and drove them to desperation. Lord Dorchester 
went home in disgust, remarking that Canada was a new * Arcady 
the Blest,' to be protected, thencefOTward, by catch-poles and javelin 
men. Well did Lord Chatham exclaim^ before this time, that the 
diplomatists of England tiirew away, with a dash of the pen, what 
her soldiers had won at the point of the bayonet. 

" There was a gentleman of your name residmg at that time in 
Newairk. He was in 1^ Commissariat. Ah ! an uncle. Well, I 
«an tell you something about him in relaticm to the surrender of 
this territory, in 1797, the year after the evacuation, I was sent 
down by my fa&er to Newark, on a mission of which I was proud. 
I was only 17 years old then. It appears that Governor Simcoe, 
who had built Fort Miami, and had defirayed the expenses out of 
the Military chest, had forther resolved that the expenditure should 
be refimded from the revenue of the Province, and I was sent down 
with an order on Peter Russell, President of the Council, for the 
amount. Mr. Russell honoured the order and gave me the money, 
which I handed over to the Imperial 0£Scer, Commissary J^mes 
Coffin, and took his receipt. We became great friends in after 
years. 
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<^ I cannot Bay whether the ProTince actoaily paid the money or 
not. The revenue was yery small then. The amoont paid over 
was scmiewhat about JC4,000 specie, sealed up in canvas bags. 
Lord Dorchester and General Shncoe might have had to raise the 
money themselves— Suncoe had left ihe Province. All I do know 
is, that the money was refunded to the Imperial Treasury. If 
Canada paid for Fort Ikfiami, it was ^ven up without much regard 
to her interests. I don't know that she paid in like manner for any 
other places surrendered on the frontier. 

^^ I was here in 1812. I was myself a commissary to the forces ; 
and, m those days, to feed a force, and provide in advance for the 
supply, was an arduous task : of course our main dependence was 
on the regular line of supply from Montreal. The troops, and the 
Indians, too, were supplied from our stores. The chief rations then 
consisted of Irish mess pork; but pigs had begun to be plentiful ; 
and, when our communications were interrupted, I contrived to 
supply the deficiency from the fiurms which were sprinpng up over 
the country, with most of which I was fajniliar. While I had 
charge, the troops never wanted, though they had often but little 
to spare. 

" Before the war broke out — ^I think early in June, 1812 — ^Brock 
paid us a flying visit. He was then (Governor, during the absence 
of Governor Gore. When at Fort Maiden, the Indians asked Brock 
for powder and guns, to go back into Michigan, and get back their 
lands. The General told them, that to ^ve them ammunition, 
would be to make war on the United States ; ^but,' said he, ^ I 
am very sure that they will make, war upon us before long. So 
wait a bit, and you shall have all .you want ;' ^ but,' added he 
very solemnly, ^ if I supply you, you must abstain from scalping 
the dead, and ill-treating your prisoners. Promise me that, and 
then you shall have all you want.' They did promise. Colonel 
jElliott, the Indian interpreter, was present, and translated. 
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^^ You would like to know how that promise was kept. I caa tell 
you something about that, too. When Hull crossed at Sandwich, 
12th July, 1812, he despatched scouting parties to the Canard 
River, only seyen miles firom Fort Maiden,, under Cass, and one 
McCulloch, a Kentucky man.* They encountered at the Canard 
Bridge an Indian scouting party of fifteen warriors and two squaws. 
The Indians opened fire (m the Americans, who fell back. One of 
them crossed the river, fool-hardily, and was shot. McOuUoch 
scdped him, and the body was abused by those with him. 

^^ McCulloch bared his arm, and attached the trophy to his left 
elbow, a way they have of drying such thingis. On his way back be 
stopped at the Park farm, near Sandwich, and asked Widow Park 
for a drink of water. She observed what hung firom his elbow, and 
remarked on it. ^ Yes,' said he, ^ it is ihe scalp of a d — d red- 
skm we killed below there.' ^ I am sorry for it,' said she ; ^ the 
Indians would not have done the like. I guess you'll sufier for 
this.' 

^^ And so they did. When ihe Americans retired, the Indians 
went over and found the body of their comrade, scalped, and his 
skull beat in. They wrapped it in a blanket, and bore it back to 
Fort Maiden, went right to the door of Colonel St. George, the 
commandant, and laid it down at the tiireshold. They called out 
the Colonel. ^ Look !' said tiiey, ^ our great father not long ago 
told us not to scalp, not to kill. Look at our brother ; the long 
knives not only scalped him, but killed him over again. Look at 
his skull ! Our promise is wiped out.' 

^' This was but the begioning — more by and by. But in a day or 
two the Americans came back to the river Canard — ^the Ta-ron-tee, 



* McOalloch (Gaptain McGulloch) was, it is to be presumed, the person killed 
by the Indians, at the head of a sconting partj, in the subsequent affiuc of 
Van Home. Vide James I. p 62. 
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m ibe lodians caD it^ — mUA by tiuB time was better protected, bj 
more Ludiaiis and a small pttiy rf flie 41st Again tiieybada 
fi^t, and ir«« again repnbed. A fine teSkm of tfie 4l8i lost Ids 
B& here.* He was adTaneed sentiy in ihe j^ain on the oflier side 
of the riyer. They eame upon him suddenly, and called to him to 
tinrow down his anns, and smender: He replied that he was flmce 
to defend his post, and fired, kiffing one man. They fired, too, and 
mortally womided him, and, on their retreat, left him to £e in a 
shed. He died, and was fixmd, scalped, and the Americans were 
at first accused of the deed; but that was soon proyed to be wrong. 
B tinned oat that one Main^poche, an Lidian of omrs, had steahhily 
fiiDowed the Americans in hopes o( picking up a scalp, in reyenge 
fijr the act (rf* a &m days befive. He did not succeed ; but on Us 
ietiim,ali^ting upon Hie dead body (rf* the sol£er, he thoo^ttiiat 
any scalp was better than none. He bron^t it in, and, bodi firom 
Ae colour and cot of flie hair, was detected at once by Ihe com- 
rades €t the dead man, who g^ye him a good thrashing finr Us 
pains. 

^ We heard of flie dedara&m <^ war on the 28ih Jmie, 1S12. 
Brock sent np the news firom York. He had arranged befiHre 
with Proctor, to go oyer and take Detrmt, at the first oatbreak of 
war. Hon had not yet reached this post, but was on the way wifii 
rraiforcements firom Ohio. On the 2nd of July aD arrangements 
were made, and we were on the p(mit of starting, when, below 
Bois Blanc Island, on the Canada shore, appeared a fleet of boats. 
We made up our minds at <moe that it was the Americans coming 
to attack ns, and manned onr works. It was aD a fidse alarm. It 
tamed cot to be a brigade of trading boats and canoes firom Mon- 
treal to Macinaw. Next day orders came firom Prevost to make 
no offenfflve moyements, and nothing more was done. 

Vide p. 42 anie. 
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"But upon this day, the 8rd, a gallant feat was performed by 
laeut. Rolette, a plucky little French Canadian from Quebec. He 
was Lieutenant in the Provincial Marine. He was out in a boat 
with eight men, when he saw a vessel approach under American 
colours He went right alongside, and boarded, and found himself, 
among American uniforms. Without a word, he put a sentry on 
the arm-chest, one on the companion ladder, and one at the wheel, 
and then gave loud orders to shoot any man resisting. The Ameri- 
cans knew nothing of the declaration of war. Independent of the crew 
there was on board a guard of thirty-three soldiers. Shortly recover- 
ing from their surprise, the Americans, remarkmg the number, began 
to cast ugly glances on their captors ; but it so chanced that the 
vessel was close off a windmill on the Canada shore, around which 
had been thrown up a breastwork of logs, which gave it a military 
look. Rolette, with presence of mind, ordered the helmsman, in 
loud tones, to put the vessel wider the guns of the battery. This 
had its effect for the moment. Fortu^ately a batteau came down 
the river at this time, with men and an officer, and enabled him to 
secure the prize. She proved to be the Cayuga Packet, containing. 
Hull's military chest, extra baggie, military and medical stores, 
and all the correspondence of tj^e anny . 
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^^ This exploit of Rolette's was of great yalue to Brock when he 
arrived on the 13th of August. I was mth Ool. Elliott, Superin- 
tendent of Indians, when news came that a boat had reached tbe 
beach with officers on board. Tecumseh was in the room. Elliott 
got up and spoke to Tecumseh in Shawanee, and we went down 
together to the water-edge. We found the General and oiiiers 
disembarkmg. Among the first was John Beverley Robinson, and 
a lot of York volunteers. We were told more wanted to come than 
the General could bring ; and he put them off by saymg that he 
wanted some to remain to defend York. 

^^ Tecumseh was presented to Brock. I observed him looking nar- 
rowly at the General. On our way back to the house, he remarked 
to Elliott that the General was a brave man, deserving of all confi- 
dence. 

^^And now, with respect to the occurrences on this frontier in the 
spring and summer of 1818. I was present at them all. The 
troops could not move without the Commissary ; and I am proud to 
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feel that whatever was left to me was done satisfactorily. A little 
of the early fighting, when told, explams the rest. 

<^ On the 18th Jan., 1813, being the anniversaiy of old Queen 
Charlotte's birthday, all the youngfellows on the coast nde— Je^y^nea 
geM de la (?^<^— combined with the military to give a ball. We had 
assembled at Mrs . Draper's Tavern, here in Amherstburg, and the lads 
andlasses were full of dance andfim, whenin walked Colonel St.Greorge 
equipped for the field. " My boys,'* said he, in a loud voice, " you 
must prepare to dance to a different tun^e ; the enemy is upon us, | 
and we are going to surprise tiiem. We shall take the route about 
four in the morning, so get ready at once." Of course there was 
some confusion and surprise, but I believe the fellows liked the 
fighting as much as the dancing. The ball broke up at once, and 
every man was at his appointed post at the proper time. It had 
been very cold, but no snow had fallen. The river had taken 
across, and we started for Brownstown, four miles distant, on the 
ice. It was not considered strong enough to bear more than small 
4-pounders. The men marched in extended order. 

<^ It appears that the General had got intelligence that General 
Winchester was advancing rapidly to attack Fort Maiden or De- 
troit, and had resolved to anticipate him. The American Generals, 
T^chester and Harrison, were at loggerheads. Winchester, an 
old revolutionary ofScer, did not like to be superseded by Harrison, 
and aimed at a great blow, on his own account, before the other 
could come up to share the glory. We took the wind out of his 
sails most completely. It was just dawn of day when our columns 
got out of the forest on an open space in front of the house of a 
Canadian named Jerome, which the Americans had stockaded. 
The place was called French Town, on the Biver Baisin. The 
Americans must have arrived on the ground the night before. G?he 
stockaded house was quite insufficient to receive them. Part were 
encamped or bivouacked on the out8ide« As we got out of the 



! 



204 OHBOHIOLB OP THE WAR. 

wood, the reveillS was beating inside the stockade, and it seemed 
as if the advanced sentry was attracted by the rattle of the drums, 
fer he did not perceive ns, in the mist of the morning, until they 
had ceased. Then he heard the rumble of the gun-carriages, and 
turned and fired, and hit G^tes, tibe leading grenadier of the 4l8t, 
light through the head. The baill went in at one ear and out at 
the other. Our people deployed rapidly to the right and left, in 
the open, and commenced to fire. Proctor made a strange dispo- 
sition of his line. He put a gun on each flank, and advanced one 
gun in front of the centre, so that every ball of the enemy, 
which missed the gun, struck the men in the rear, and some 
of our own musketry hit the gunners. I'll tell you a story about 
this presently. ^ In the mean time the fire from our line was so 
heavy, that it drove the enemy who were outdde the stockade 
down the bank on to the frozen stream bebw, and into the woods 
beyond, where numbers were killed by the Indians. The stockaded 
house still held out, when, to our surprise. General Winchester was 
brought in a prisoner. He had slept away from his men at the 
house of a Frenchman named Lasalle, about two miles ofiT, and, 
aroused by the firing, had mounted his horse, and was riding 
down in haste, when he was intercepted by a drunken Indian, 
known by the soubriquet of Brandy Jack.* His eaptor had 
doE^iled the poor Oeneral of his cocked hat, coat and epaulets, 
and had donned l^ese insignia of rank, and cut a most ludicrous 
figure with his vermilicm cheeks and painted face and pompous aspect. 
The General, in his diirt-deeves, on a bitter cold morning, was in a 
sad pli^t. Brandy Jack described how the General had fired his 
small gun (pistol) at him—* no good,' — and gave the captive of his 
rifie to Proctor, who rec^ved him with all kindness. The transition 

* James and Ohristie attribate tlie capture of Winchester to Round Head a 
Wyandot chief. He m^ also have enjoyed the soabriqnet of " Brandy Jwk 
but the squire maintains the latter denomination to be the true one. 
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horn peril of instant deaili to assui^ed safeiy warmed the heart of 
General Winchester. He felt, at once that, the British were not the 
monsters they were pamted^ and he offered to sorrender the stockaded 
hoose and garrison, if promised qoartar. The promise was, of course, 
made, and the garrison laid down thdr arms. This led to a catash 
trophe which was deeply deplored by ns aU. 

^' But I promised you a story about Bdette. He came up to me 
on the ice, and said he was very sick — ^that he had a racking head* 
ache. I recommended him to return. The brave little Frenchman 
turned upon me as if I had insulted him* He was detailed to take 
charge of a gun, he said ; to go back would be eternal disgrace. 
^ Look here,' said he, producing a heavy Bandana handkerchief^ 
^ tie this tight round my head.' I rolled it up thick, and did so. 
^ I am better already,' he remarked^ aoid pushed on. After the 
action he came to me. ' That handk^chief,' said he, ^ saved my 
life ; look here ; ' and in ihe folds of the handkerchief was a musket- 
ball, which had partly cut through the silk, and had flattened, one 
side of it, on his skull. That cranium of his must have been sub- 
stantial. It was aU swollen and blackened where the ball had 
struck. He was in front of our liae in the centre, and had bees 
wounded by our own men. Irvine, of the navy, a laeutenant, who 
commanded the other gun, was also wounded in the heel. 

'^ I have spoken of the catastrophe, I will tell you, now, how that 
came about. Scarcely had the prisoners surrendered, and been 
marched off to the rear, when news came that (General Harrison 
was <mly eight nules distant, and was rapdly advancing with lar^ 
reinforcements. Proctor got alanned, and ordered a retreat. This 
was all right, but there was no need to hurry about it. The pris- 
oners and many of the wounded were removed safely ; but some of 
the wounded, too much hurt to be moved, were left in the stockaded 
house, whe^e there was also a st6re of HquiM. The Ihdians-^not 
Tecomseh^a people, but Indians of the L^e, under Dickson*- 
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prowlers' and plunderers, who, it is believed, did not fight at all, 
got at the liquor, and, when mad with drink, assailed the prisoners. 
The guard was insufficient. It is feared that some of the wounded 
were murdered, too. It was a sad affiur, ^md caused mtense feel- 
ing in our camp. Proctor was greatly blamed by us, though he 
was made Major-General, and got the thanks of the Lower Canadian 
ParUament. He need not have retired so precipitately. Why, he 
left his own dead and wounded, including Colonel St. George, hit 
in three places. 

^^ I had under my order at tibis time a number of sleighs and drivers 
for the commissariat transport, and I had taken possession of a 
Frenchman's house at Stoney Creek Landing, and used it for a depdt. 
When Proctor retiired with his men, it was reported that the wounded 
had been left behind. We discdiarged the sleighs there and returned, 
bringing down from eighty to a hundred wounded and twenty-three 
corpses. The wounded were made as comfortable as possible o 
straw spread on the floor of the Frenchman's house. The dead 
were conveyed to Amherstburg, and buried, all in one pit, here in 
the church-yard ; I can show you the place. I found poor Col. St. 
George, a brave old officer, who had been sent out from England to 
instruct the militia, lying where he fell, badly hurt. I brought him 
back in his own sleigh, having knocked the seat out, and filled it in witili 
straw. He would have died else ; as it was, he did not get off his 
bed before July. The Americans followed us from French Town to 
Brownstown, an Indian village, at a cautious distance, it is true; 
for we never saw any of them. But they boaated that the ^ heroes 
of Brownstown returned, bringjbg on their bayonets the scalps of 
their enemies as trophies of war.'* This was published and printed ; 



* James quotes a parmgraph from tlie National hUeUigenceTf the Amoy 
loan Goyemment paper of that Tiaj^ which stated that " when the Americans 
returned to Detroit from the battle of Brownstown, thejr bore triumphantly on 
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but it is not added whether the scalps were those of the wounded, 
or of the Indians, or of their own people. It is believed that wi& 
tliem a scalp was a scalp, fccm whatever skull it came, and that 
it was a cute Yankee trick to carry off the spoil, and credit the 
Indians with the act. 

<^ The next affiur in the campaign was that of Fort Meigs, on the 
liGaim, which occurred in the month of April, 1818. General 
Harrison, after the capture of Winchester, occupied himself in 
strengthening Fort Meigs, as a dep8t and starting point for future 
attacks on Detroit. It is about 40 miles distance. Proctor deter- 
mined to beat up his quarters, and sent for my brother, Major Rey- 
nolds, of the 2d Essex. My broUier was highly praised by Proctor 
in his despatch of the 26th Jan., for his conduct at French Town. 
Ploctor asked if he could depend on the services of the militia. 
The uiswer was, that, for a few days and prompt action, undoubt- 
edly ; but that at that period of the season, longer delay would 
destroy all hope of crops, and bring starvation on the settiement 
and the troops. Proctor despatch^, at the same time, two British 
en^eers, disguised in Canadian costume, grey capdts and sashes, 
to inspect the ground on the British side of the Miami, opposite to 
Fort Meigs. These gentlemen were so imprudent as actually to 
stake out the ground where they proposed to erect the British bat- 
teries. There happened to be then in the American service a Swiss 
odonel named Gratiot, a very clever enj^eer, and he chanced to 
be at Fort Meigs. He detected at once the meaning of the stakes 
on the opposite shore of the M]ami ; and, before the British got 
down, he had run out an q^mdement^ or some such sort of thing, 



the point! of their bayonets between 80 and 40 fresh scalps, which thej had 
taken on the field.'' James, I, p. 66. Bat this evidently bore reference to 
Mob's affiOr at Ifagaagaa, 12th August, 1812. Still, " scalps are scalps,' 
whether taken in 1812 or 1813. 
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with a brass eigliteen-pounder belund it, and our people were clm^ 
in their own trap. 

^^ After Hull's surrender, my brother had been sent with twotson^ 
panies of militia, about 100 m^ mostly French Canadians of the 
Cdte, to occupy French Town, on the Baisin. He was backed bj 
scmie Indians — ^how many can hardly be said, they were so uncer- 
tain,— one day, 20 ; the next, 100 ; the next, 60 ; the next, none at 
all. One Colonel Lewis, with about 700 American regular troqa^ 
attacked him there. Our peoi^e fought most bravely, retired slowly 
from log to log, from morning till night. When night came, the 
Americans thought better of it, and gave up the pursuit, returning 
to the quarters our people had o<$cupied at French Town. This 
aflbir was the subject of Proctor's despatch of the 26tii Jan. 
. ^^ Proctor embarked at Amherstburg,herp, on the 23rd April, wiiSi 
a considerable force, convoyed by gun-boats.* He took with him two 
long 24-pounders, to arm the work his engineers had planned against 
Fort Meigs. It took some time to get into position, and then ihe 18* 
pounder began to show its teetii. It commanded our guns, and was 
well served and aimed. It soon dismounted one of ihe 24's, anddis* 
abled the other, killing a fine boy of the NewJfoundlanders, who was 
serving the vent. Still our people were not to be beaten that way, 
Thej got things right at last, when Harrison planned a sortie under 
Miller, aided by an attack from without A reinforcement of 1200 
Kentuckians, under General Green Clay, was within striking dis* 
tance. Clay came down the river, crossed to the British side, and^ 
aided by Miller's vigorous sortie, drove our people out of the battery 
upon their reserves, who were, in canq) further down the stream. 
The Americans followed in concision. Our people rallied upon 
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iheir own advanced rear, consiBting of 800 mUitia, who opened fire 
at once, and then charged with a cheer, which brought up the 
regulars still further in the rear. Reynolds and Capt. Laurent 
Bondy, of the Odte, led up to ike muzzles of the American rifles, 
which, once fired, are no match for the bayonet. Bondy was shot 
through the body, and fell against a tree. ^ Don't stop for me,' 
he said, to eome of the men who paused. * Don't mind me — ^I'm 
d<me for. Do for those fellows.' And they did.* 

^^ The Kentucky men ran, the sortie was repulsed, the battery re- 
captured, a large number of prisoners was taken, and again occurred 
some of the same scenes which had caused so much horror at 
French Town. The Indians of different tribes, scattered through 
the woods, were beyond controj ; they overpowered the escort. One 
man, Russell, of the 41st, was slain in defendmg his charge. 
Tecumseh rushed up, and drove his tomahawk into the skull of a 
taruculent ruffian who would not hold his hand. Some of the prisoners 
were murdered, and among them Colonel Dudley, the second in 
command. I call it murder, because I won't call murder by any 
other name. There is no doubt those Indians were shocking imple- 
ments of war, though perhaps not much worse than bomb shells or 
Greek fire, and why could not the Yankees leave the devils alone ? 
Who scalped the red skin at the Ta-rcm-tee?! The Indians were 
fighting for their lands^ and avengmg their own wrongs. If you 



• Mh Vaj, I8ia. 

t Jm^B, in lu^ ¥UitiM7 0,eAi]U9;eAC.i^ YoL I, p, $% giyes thQ following versioii 
of the same oecarrence : "In the pocl^et of Gaptaiii MoCalloch of the American 
army, killed in this alGfair (Tecumseh and Van Home) with the Indians, was 
Ibnnd a letter addressed to his wife, in which this humane indiridual states 
that on the 15th July he had kUled an Indian, and had the pleasure of tearing 
^. f^lp:firQi9^ the. head of the saT«g9 Wltl\ hit te^th.'^ That the Indian was 
fcalped i^ an undoubted fii^t. We xnaj be aIIq^^ to (^u^ftion tlM (^ration 
in dental snrgery. 
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want the skin of a wild cat, you must take the scratching. We did 
all we could to stop the Indians. We gave five dollars for every 
prisoner brought in. Hundreds were brought in, and paid for by 
the Commissaries. I have paid numbers of such certificates myself. 

" Another word on these scalping stories. They have been the 
stock in trade of American writers ever since the war, only they 
grow a little as they get on. Have these people forgotten the 
* heroes of Brownstown, with ihe scalps on their bayonets,* borne 
hotne in triumph ? Now if the boast was true, where did the scalps 
come from ? Not from our dead, for I removed them all myself. 
Not from our wounded, for I helped to remove most of them, and 
know that none were left. Did ihey scalp their own dead ? or did 
they scalp the Indians 7 If they scalped the Indians, what right 
have they to complain ihat the Indians scalped them ? 

** But the defeat of Green Clay had no eflFect on the place, which 
6till held out. Proctor opened fire from his 24's, and Gratiot gave 
him shot for shot. We were gettmg back to the old slow work, and 
I knew that the supplies were running short. I despatched orders 
for more, and got them, but we wanted * push.' Proctor did not go at 
it in a way to satisfy any one. At last he dismounted his guns, 
put them on sleds, and let them down the steep bank under the fire 
of the enemy. It was done, by the men, as if on parade, but it -ms 
clear that a retreat was intended, and all began to talk. Tecumseh, 
through Colonel Elliott, demanded a council. It was held. I was 
present, but came in after Proctor had spoken. Tecumseh was up, 
cakn, cool, deliberate, thinking in look, very hard in what he said. 
Elliott translated. ^ Our father has brought us here to take the fort, 
why don't we take it ? If his children can't do it, ^ve us spades, 
and we will work like beavers ; we'll eat a way in for him.' Other 
and harder words followed, until suddenly Proctor, in a passion^ 
turned on Elliott with, < Sir, you are a traitor.' Elliott instant^, 
half drawing his sword, answered, ' Sir, you short, and 
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not sweet.' Proctor put his hand on his sword-hilt. Teciunseh, 
who had sat down, Indian fashion, on his hams, and who was filling 
the pipe on his tomahawk, rose slowly, and shook the tobacco out, 
saying to Elliott, * What does he say V * Sit down,' says Elliott, 
puttmg his hand on Tecmnseh's arm, " never mind what he says." 
Other officers present moyed up at once, and without a word stepped 
between ; all felt it was wrong. Not long after, Elliott reigned his 
place as Indian Superintendent, and called Proctor out, but no 
meetmg took place. Proctor was right ; a commander in the field 
holds his life for the safety of others; he can't toss it away for the 
fon of a personal fight. 

<^ Next came the militia. It has been said they deserted Proctor. 
Nothing can be more untrue, unfair, ungenerous. Who had they 
to speak for them ? He was their mouthpiece. His despatch was 
the only record — ^praise others; say nothing about them ; and the 
brave man who fought for all he loved, had nothing to look to but 
the love of those he fought for. Proctor treated the militia badly. 
When they saw his guns on skids, and knew the siege was over, they 
sent respectfully to ask leave to go home, only to put in a crop for 
the benefit of his m^n and their own children. He sent them home 
and disarmed them. He tried to disgrace them, but they would 
not be disgraced, because they knew they did not deserve it. Brock 
was another sort of man. He thought, and felt, and spoke for othe 
men, and other men loved him, and fought for him, and died for 
him. 

^^ About the middle of July, Proctor planned another attack on 
Fort Meigs. He only took with him the regulars, and a few Indians; 
He refused the services of the militia, and, as I before said, took 
away their arms. How much of his future ill success is to be 
credited to this piece of policy, you will see. I went with the troops 
on this second expedition to Fort Meigs.* The plan was to inveigle 

♦ 26th July, I813, 
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the wemy out of the fort, and to get m with them ; but thej wobM 
not come out, mA as tibie place eould not be taken mik two «is^ 
pounders, the British retired with aU tiie discredit of a defeat. Whftt 
Proctor could not do at Fort Meigs, he tried to do onamore distant 
and more defensible work (m the Sanduskj river, Fcnrt StephenscsLi 
defended by Major Croghan, a brare Irishman, in the United States 
army. Proctor sent Maj(»r Chambers, with a flag, to demand the 
surrender of the fort.* Oroghan came out on the drawbridge of 
the ditch, and said to Chambers,-^ Tdil your General he may blow 
the fort to hell, but it shan't be giyen up by me.' He was ad good 
as his word. 

^^ Fire was opened on the work from the six-pounders, and on the 
evening of the 2nd August, Colonel Short, of the 41st, led <hi the 
storming party. They rushed Uurough the smoke, down into the 
ditch, up against the palisades, but neither ladders nor fascines had 
been provided ; the tools they had were bad, some of the axes bad 
no handles. The attempt to tear down the palisades Med. The 
men then tried, desperately, to clamber over, and while doing so, the 
enemy opened from a concealed gun, which flanked the ditch, and 
which, charged with grape, did deadly execution. Lieut. Gordon 
ind Colonel Short were both killed ; about 100 men were lolled and 
wounded, and the recaU was sounded. The storming party was 
brought off; the Indians, who dcm't understand storming, coveiing 
l^e rear. The next morning Proctor lefi the river. 

^' Croghan made a gallant defence, and deserved all praise. Bis 
number was under 20Q me^. We had 500, and about 200 Indians. 
Croghan found in the magarane many boxes of muskets, meant Jar 
tbe militia. He opened them, and provided every one of his meo, 
with four or five, baded ready at his side, so that the musketry fire 
was tremendous and incessant, and at close quarters, in open daj** 

■ ' " ' '■ ' I ' "I • ' ■ 

• 2nd Augoit, 1813. 
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li^ty liiost fatal, and i^e masked gim did it» work jtist in the nick 
of time. 

<^ While these fights had bees gcoi^ on on the west shore of tiio 
Detroit, we had been preparing at Ai&herstbarg for a contest on the 
lake, which we knew must determine who should be master on the 
western frontier. It was supremacy on this lake, or starvation. 
The party who held the lake cut off all means of supply from the 
other, and the more the mouths, the greater the danger. Now, 
the British had to feed the Indians, and their whole families, as well 
as their own people, and from the absence of the militia, no crop 
had been put in. 

" Since June, Captain Barclay, of the Royal Navy, had been hard 
at work, fittmg out his small squadron. We had a good harbor 
and dockyard between Bois Blanc Island and Fort Maiden. We 
were. preparing the Detroit, the Queen Charlotte, and other, smaller 
vessels, but Barclay had neither guns, nor men, nor marine stores. 
The guns from the fort were put on board of the Detroit. I heard 
Captain Finnis ask Proctor to let him have two 24-pounders, the 
same that had been withdrawn from before Fort Meigs. Proctor 
said he must keep them to cover his retreat, should it take place 
' General,' said Finnis, ^ if we are lost, you are gone. Give me 
the guns, and, mayhap, you won't have to retreat at all." Finnis 
was right ; the guns might have saved all. As it was, they were 
taken without a shot fired, at Dalson's farm. Poor Finnis, who was 
a brave officer, was killed at the second broadside. The same ball 
killed Garden, of the Newfoundlanders, acting as marines, another 
brave officer. I was not in the sea fight of course, but I know that 
when the ships were supplied, our stock in store was reduced very 
low. 

" Perry's squadron were all armed with 82'8 and long 24's. His 
two best ships, the Lawrence and Niagara, were brigs, armed each 
with 20 82-pounder Colmnbiads. The best of ours had only a 
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motley complement of 24'S9 IG's, and 12's ; one brig, the Hunter, had 
IO9 4-pounders. The men told me that when engaged with the 
American schooners, their 82's crashed through her ; while, in return, 
our balls stuck in the side of the American, like currants in a 
pudding." 



CHAPTER XX. 

CAptain BarolAy and Commodore Perry— Beeonrces of each— Perry's difficulty— Crosses the 
bar at Presqu'Isle— Description of Barclay's crew and armament— 10th Septembep— 
Battle of I^ake Erie— Desperate contest— The Lawrence surrenders— Perry's personal 
exploit— Changes his ships— Benews the contest— The British squadron captured— 
Officers all killed or wounded— The resistance of Barclay and his crews— Barclay's 
heroic character and conduct— Appearance before a Court martial— Honourably acquit- 
ted— Barclay's de^t, Proctor's doom— Position of Proctor— Nature of country— Sup- 
plies exhausted— Altematiye of retreat or surrende]>-Betreats— Line of march— Diffi- 
culties— Followed by Harrison— Kentucky Mounted Kiflemen— Tactics in the battle- 
Character of forest— D'ot impracticable to horsemen. 

We take leave of Squire Reynolds, and his store of incidents, at 
the time of this great disaster. While Barclay had been occupied 
at Amherstburg, Commodore Perry had been equally busy at the 
port of Presqu'Isle, in Pennsylvania, on Lake Erie. He had the 
great advantage of being near to his supplies, and abounding in 
them. Prom the sea-board he had received excellent crews. Mili- 
tary and marine stores had been furnished to him at great cost and 
trouble, but neither cost nor trouble could supply Captain Barclay. 

For some time Perry labored under this disadvantage : Presqu'Isle 
was a bar harbour, across which he could not take his ships with 
their guns on board. In consequence, Barclay lay oflF the harbour, 
and, with a very inferior force, kept him at bay. He could not 
venture into deep water in disarmed ships, but a gale at last drove 
Barclay away. Perry slipped out, took his guns on board from 
lighters, and was, from that moment, master of the lake. Not, how- 
ever, without a desperate struggle. Barclay retired to Maiden, 
and pushed on his preparations. The Detroit was fitted for sea 
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with guns of all calibres. Fifty able bodied seamen came up from 
Kingston, and were divided among the five vessels of the squadron, 
the remainder of the crews was composed of Canadian lake seamen, 
some of the amphibious Newfoundlanders, and marines fix>m the 
41st foot.* 

At length, when, as Barclay writes,t " there was not a day's flour - 
in the store, and the squadron was on half-allowance of many 
things," and ^^ it was necessary to fight the enemy to enable us to 
get supplies of every description,^' the British squadron took to the 
lake. The distance from Maiden to Put-in-Bay, where ihe Ameri- 
can fleet lay at anchor, was about sixty miles. On tihe morning of 
the 10th September, 1818, at sunrise, the two squadrons sighted 
each other, and prepared both for the battle. At a quarter before 
twelve, noon, the British, having the advantage of the wind, com- 
menced the action. Barclay, in the Detroit, engaged the Lawrence, 
Commodore Perry; and for two hours the battie raged. The 
Lawrence was utteriy disabled, and reduced to an unmanageable 
hulk. At this critical moment Peiry did a daring feat. He left 

* BNOLI8H VLXBT. AlOESIOAN TLXST. 

Detroit, Id Lawrence, 20 

Queen Charlotte,. . .... 17 Niagara, ao 

Lady ProYost,. 13 Galedonia,.... •• 8 

Hunter, 10 Ariel, 4 

Chippewa, 1 Trippe, 1 

LittleBelt, 3 Tigress, 1 

— Somers, 2 

63 Scorpion, 2 

Ohio, 1 

Porcupine, 1 

55 

Weight of metal : British, 459lbs. American, 9281bs. 

Number of men, 345 Number of men, .••• 580 

t Barclay's Despatch :— Put-in-Bay, Lake Erie, 22nd September, 1813. 
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the Lawrence in a small boat, and, pasong through the midst of the 
fire, gained the deck of his consort, the Niagara, and re-hoisted hin 
flag. The Niagara was uninjured. Before, however, he could 
take part in the fight, the Lawrence struck her flag to Barclay. 
Then came a reverse. The wind had changed, and gave Perry the 
advantage. The Niagara bore up, and passed throu^ the BritiA 
line, enga^g the Detroit and Queen Chaiiotte. The Detroit had 
been severely handled in her contest with the Lawrence, and had 
become since a special object for the raking attentions of the gun- 
boats. Finnis, of the Queen Charlotte, had been killed early in the 
action ; his first Lieutenant, Stokoe, had been struck senseless by a 
splinter, tvine, of the Provincial Navy, who succeeded, wiili 
equal courage, may not have had the experience of these officers. 
He either fell on board of the Detroit, or the Detroit fell on board 
of him. Garland, first Lieutenant of the Detroit, was mortally 
wounded, and Barclay himself was at last shot down, and compelled 
to leave the deck. At this moment Lieut. Buchan, who commanded 
the Lady Prevost, and Lieut. Bignall, who commanded the Hunter, 
were both wounded^ " Every officer, in fact, commanding vessels, 
and their seconds, were either killed, or wounded so severely as to 
be unable to keep the deck. Never in any action was the loss more 
severe."* 

In this condition, without officers to direct or men to fight — for 
the slaughter, from the superior weight of metal of the enemy, had 
been dreadful, — and so wrecked, that, in a heavy sea on the next 
day, both the Detroit and the Queen Charlotte lost their masts,—* 
after four hours of desperate fighting, the whole squadron was 
compelled to surrender. 

Writers more addicted to sound than sense, have thought fit to 
ascribe their misfortunes to the ^^ mixed crew of Canadians and 



* Barolaj's Letter r—Pai-in^Baj, Lake firie, Sept. 22nd, ISlflf. 
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Boldiers '' who xaanned the British squadron. Barclay might well 
be proud of the " Canadians and soldiers," who, with vessels 
ill-fitted and half-armed, with guns of all calibres, and insufficient 
ammunition, had enabled him for five hours to mamtain this unequal 
contest ; who had compelled the Lawrence to strike her colours, 
and who yielded at last to nearly double strength of men, and 
more than double weight of metal. It may be questioned if the 
best seamen who fought under B>odney or Gollingwood could have 
done more. 

Cooper, in his Naval History, remarks, in the right spirit of an 
American sailor : ^^ Stress was laid at the time on the fact that a 
portion of the British crews were Provincials ; but the history of 
this continent is filled with instances in which men of that character 
have gained battles, which went to increase the renown of the 
mother country, without obtaining any credit for it. The hardy 
frontier-men of the American lakes are as able to endure fatigue, 
as ready to engage, and as constant in battle, as the seamen of any 
marine in the world. They merely require good leaders, and 
these the English appear to have possessed in Captain Barclay and 
his assistants." 

Barclay was the type of a British sailor. He had served under 
Nelson. He was noted for personal courage, and for that moral 
courage which, at the call of duiy, defies despair. He was one of 
those sea-dogs which looses its hold only in death. He expected 
more fi:om human nature than could be found in any other nature 
than his own. Defeat disturbed a temper which death could not 
daunt. His despatch on this occasion does not do justice to the 
brave men who stood by him so truly. 

Some months afterwards, he tottered before a court-martial, like 
a Roman trophy — nothing but helm and hauberk. He had lost an 
arm at Trafalgar ; the other was rendered useless by a grape shot 
through the shoulder. He was further weakened by several severe 
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flesh wounds. Little wonder^ that men not given to such weakness 
shed tears at the spectacle. Little wonder, that the president of the 
court, in returning his sword, told him, in a voice tremulous with 
emotion, that the conduct of himself and men had been most 
honourable to themselves and to their country. 

Barclay's disaster was a knell of doom to Proctor. The possibiliiy 
of such a result and its consequences had not been unforeseen. 
Salvation would have been the issue of success. Barclay had 
gallantly risked his ^^ forlorn hope '' to save his friends, and had 
failed, — ^retreat or ruin alone remained. 

Proctor's position should be fisdrly understood. Winter was not 
fej before him — ^Autumn was upon him. The foirest tracks called 
roads, were, by the rains of the season, made almost impassable. 
Soon they would be impracticable. The only feasible communica- 
tion, thai; of the river and lake, was intercepted by the American 
fleet. Fort Maiden had been divested of its guns, its ammunition, 
and its spare food to supply Barclay. The garrisons on the line of 
the Detroit river could only be victualled from the scanty stores in 
hand, or be supplied from Burlington Bay. This resource was 
distant 200 miles fi^m the nearest post. It was cleai*ly more wise, 
and easier to march his troops to find supplies — ^than to bring 
supplies to find his troops,— prisoners, perhaps, in the hands of an 
enemy. But, whether for advance or for retreat, the by-paths of 
the forest, intermediate, were such as the madadamized and loco- 
motive imagination of the present day cannot encompass. A 
backwoodsman, laden with his axe, wading here, ploutering there, 
stumbling over rotted trees, protruding stumps, a bit of a half sub- 
merged corduroy road for one short space— then an adhesive clay 
bank— then a mile, or two, or more, of black muck swamp,— may 
possibly, clay-clogged and footsore, and with much pain in the 
small of his back, find lumself by sundown at the foot of a hemlock 
or cedar, with a fire at his feet, having done manfrdly about ten 
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nules for his day's work ; Apart from the fire, and the blessed fesi^ 
practice deducts woefullj from &e poetry of bosh life. But what 
cotild be done by the unaccustomed soldier, from long garriae& 
ser'rice, out of training, with his pack and his blanket^ canteen wad 
haversack, with his musket and full supply of ammunition-^-^ wei^ 
calculated by Napier, at his day, to exceed sixty pounds. What 
could the best and most enduring man, so laden, be expected to do^ 
amid the sloughs of this unmitigated wilderness. But wh^t wdd 
to be done with the impediments—the guns, the amnmnitioii 
waggons, the daily and reserve supplies de guerre et de boueJuf 
He man might carry enough to support life firom day to day— »-but 
what was to proyide for the morrow ? How were the women and 
children, — the rapid accumulations,— ^the flotsam and jetsam erf a 
fluctuating force, to be conveyed away, protected and fedj for sift 
least twenty marches ? And yet the alten^tive of ruinous retresit 
was hopeless surrender. Hull might have been exchanged on Tm 
own ground. 

Proctor preferred at Once the wiser part— rapidly he. called 
in his outposts on either side of the river Pekoit ; he dismantled 
Maiden, Windsor, Sandwich, destroyed such stores as could nOt 
usefully be removed,— and then, having destroyed all public build- 
ings, in the fort at Detroit, and transported all the guns across &e 
river to ihe Canadian side at Windsor, he commenced his retreat 
upon Burlington Heights. It was deliberately organized and ju&- 
dously planned. The retreat being necessary, it was presumed 
that tiie Americans would not follow the British and their Indian 
allies far into the depths of the forest. A protracted advance would 
equalize the difficulties of eiiher pariy— the American, removed &om 
his base of supply, would certainly not find in the track of his 
adversary, improved means of transportation. So Proctor collected 
his people at Windsor; sent off" his heavy baggage, reserve supplies, 
women and children, in advance, and on the 28th Sept. finally relin- 
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q^iadiied Detroit, and fell baek upon British territory. His route 
yf9& weU chosen ijo assist him as &r as possible into Ihe interior. 

Qn Lake St. Qm, thirty miles 4ue East of Detroit, is the em- 
bouehure of the Thapie^, emulous in its turbid tide alone, of its 
British prototype. It is navigable for small vessels, some seventy 
or eighty miles on the Jlioe of the proposed retreat. The road, such 
as it was, foUowed the North shore of the sinuous and slug^sh 
stream, at plaees on ijie bank, at others, and where ^^ cutdng off 
bends ^' at some distance &om the river. The directicm of the 
stream^ asi^n^g^ of ti^e Uac of road, and of the line of retreat, 
were generally the same, due IlaKt. The boats having been 
despatched with ^e impecUmmtaj the troops following, covered the 
i^vaneed retreat. The force at ihis time, with Proctor, consisted 
of about 830 men, including the 41st Regt, about 540 strong. 
The residue consisted of men of the Boyal Newfoundland regiment 
mi militia. Tecumseh) i^e Shawanee Chief, with 500 warriors, and 
^ invarial>le ii^umbrao^ on the Indian war path, a large number 
of squaws aiid papoo^^^aU of whom had to be fed by the British 
commander. 

The American force under Gen. Harrison, which had been thrown 
on the Canadian shore of the river Detroit, amounted to 5,000 men. 
Deductions having been made for the occupation of Maiden, 
Windsor, and the Fort at Detroit, had left a force at Harrison's 
disposal. of 3,500 men, of whom 1,500 were Kentucky Mounted 
Riflemen, of whom this officer says in his despatch to his own 
government, " tiie American backwoodsmen ride better in the 
woods than any other people,— a musket or rifle is no impediment, 
they being accustomed to carry them on horseback from their 
earliest youth."* It is well known, too, to those who have had any 
experience in the bush, that horses used to this work, acquire an 

• Deipatch:— Detroit, 9th October, 1863. 
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instmctiye facility for dodgmg difficulties and sonnounting obstacles^ 
—they become singularly sure-footed and steady ; however deep 
ihey may plunge, they rarely stumble. Horses so trained, thread 
the mazes of the forest at a rapid walk, and can only be checked 
by a wind-fall or black swamp. 

It is also worthy of remark, that the whole of this part of Canada 
is a rich alluvial deposit reclaimed in the course of ages &om Lalie 
St. Clair. The forests are of prodigious size. Here is found in 
luxuriant growth, — six feet in diameter at the base, — ^the noble black 
walnut, now so favourably known for purposes of domestic ornament 
and use ; and here tiie wild turkey, weighing from 20 to 30 lbs., 
displays in large flocks, its lustrous plumage, rich with meiaDic tints, 
and frights the solitude with its unearkhfy gobblings. These noble 
overtowering trees intercept Hie light, and to a great extent destroy 
the undergrowth— between the huge trunks the space is clear ; yon 
may ride between them as freely as through the aisles of a Gothic 
Cathedral. The trees which would neutralize and disturb the regular 
formation of infantry, offer but little impediment to a bold irreg- 
ular cavalry, each horseman fighting " on his own hook." 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Proctor falls back to Baptiste Creek— General Harrison with Ferry's assistance follows— 
6th October— Briti^ force halts at Dalson's Farm— Colonel Maclean of Scarborough— 
His reminiscences— Warfonrton in command at Balson's— Proctor retires personally to 
Moravian Town— Boused before daylight— Intelligence— Troops attacked and retreating 
— Warbnrton followed by Shelby and Kentucky riflemen— Description of these troops 
and mode of attack— Proctor haHs his men— Nature of ground and position— Tecumseh 
—His last words— Ko abattis made— American attack- Defeat and surrender of the 
British. 

Proctor had drawn oflf on the 28th of September. His baggage- 
waggons and store-boats had been sent on in advance. Many 
of his men had akeady marched 18 miles through a country deep 
as the worst marsh in Holland. They fell back leisurely for about 
80 miles to Baptiste Greek/ near tiie mouth of the Thames. They 
crossed on a bridge which, when passed, was most unaccountably 
left by the troops undestroyed. They tiien took up their line of 
march on the north shore of the Thames. They still covered the 
rear of their boats and convoys. 

From the Bridge to Dalson's farm, near where the town of 
Chatham now stands, was a distance of about 16 miles. Dalson's 
was a small clearing, one of &os6 scattered Oases which were 
then found, at long intervals, in the wilderness. Here, the uninter* 
rupted level was broken by a rising ground, probably pitched upon 
by the pioneer and bush ranger, as possessing the recommendation 
of dryness. 

Here, upon the 5th of Oct., Proctor had halted with his whde 
force. He had been retarded by the state of the roads, and by 
the necessity of not leaving in the rear, supply-boats-^elayed by 
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the tortuous course of the river — ^by mud banks, and all the obstruc- 
tions which accident heaps upon ill-fortune. The rains, though 
sufficient to destroy the roads, were insufficient to swell the river. 

Harrison followed by the same route, supported by Commo- 
dore Perry, with three gun-boats, and a flotilla of smaller craft — 
manned from the American fleet, buoyant with success. The re- 
tiring army, laden with an unnecessary amount of baggage, and 
weighed down by moraj depression, was pursued by lusty arms 
and light hearts, in boats lighter and more swift, from the smaller 
requirements of an army in pursuit. 

It is embarrassing to encounter, at this point, the conflicting and 
angry statements, and harsh comments on the ensuing events. — 
Happily, however, at this moment pf deep and painful embarrass- 
ment, there has coine to our idd a living eye-witness of these 
events, whose opportuxiities and whose fidelity are beyond cavil. 

In the town^p of Scarborough, and within a few miles of 
Toronto, stiU lives Colonel Maclean, who was a lieutenant in the 
41st, at the battle of the Thames. He was on the staff of General 
Proctor. He is a son of the brave Clerk CKf the Legislative 
Assembly, who, as a volunteer in the ranks, had fiJlen by the side 
of McNeil, at York. He had obtained a commission in the 41sb^ 
and had seen service in all the varied affidrs in Michigan, and on 
the river Detroit. He was present at the battie of tiie Thames* 
After the waf of 1812, he served his Sovereign with his old regi- 
ment in India — ^before the stockades of Rangoon and Prome ; had 
occupied the temples of Ava., and had witnessed the subjectkui of 
ike Court of TJmm^rapoora. At mature age, he returned to Us 
paternal &nn; and under the lowly roof of one of tibpse olct- 
fashioned, wide-spread Canadian dwellings, which looks like a 
gigantic mushroom, or the wide and black expansion of an Arab 
tent, he dispenses a homely, yet frank and soldierly, hospitalitjr, 
which an Arab might envy. Here, on the advanced side of 70^ 
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he presents the remains of a giant form, and an intellect which 
compels us to own, that the. men of 1812 were the mastodons of 
our formation. It may seem hypercritical, but it is not less obser- 
vable, that the exuviae of a race fast passmg away indicate that 
the natural development of the present generation does not equal 
that of their grandsires. 

Maclean was on Proctor's staff, saw. all that one man could see, 
and knew more than moftt around him. The story of the fight is 
given almost in his own words. Proctor, on the afternoon of the 
4th Oct., had taken up a good defensible position at Dalson's Farm, 
and had left his force under his second in conmiand, Major War- 
burton. Proctor did not anticipate an immediate advance of the 
enemy. He knew that the difficulties of his own movements must 
still more embarrass theirs, and it was believed that the American 
commander would prefer rather to bridge the quagmires with gold, 
than plunge into them to provoke an encounter with such a foe, 
desperately at bay. 

With the' heavy baggage in advance was the wife and family of 
the General. They had shared with him, for many months, in the 
hardships of a frontier campaign, and had been despatched some 
days before, with other helpless impediments to the march, in the 
direction of the retreat. They had reached the Indian village 
known as Moravian Town, from certain missionaries of that persua- 
sion who had devoted tibemselves to holy labors among the savages 
in that part of Canada. This mission was about 16 miles from 
Dalson's Farm. The General, having made his arrangements, pro- 
ceeded with his staff to Moravian Town to meet his family. Maclean 
offered to remain and watch events ; but the General, confident in 
the securily of the position, smiled at the proposal, and directed his 
young Aid to accompany him. 

Before daylight they were aroused from their sleep by hurried 
intelligenoe from the front, that the enemy had reached and attacked 

p 
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the poaitioa at Dalsoa's Isrm, and that tiid< troops were fitdfiag back. 
Thd mpi strides of ^niUaat jmnra^ had overreached the leaden 
fix^tsteps of uawilEng retreat. An early frost had sadden]^ set in, 
hardening the roads aotd brid^g the morasses, and off^dng one of 
tiiose chance comAinations of ilU^dc which persecutes the miforta- 
nate. Thus favoured, the American Mounted Bifles had pudied 
on, and, about an hour after midni^t, were in the Britidi bivouac. 
Warburton retired at oaee, and was ^^s^rexiii^j followed by 
Harrison and his men. These men, i^led by E^ui»9<m '' mounted 
in^Emtry," were for the most part Kentucky trappers and hunterEH- 
men like the leathernstocking of Cooper, inured to the wildemess, 
and between whom and the Indians tliere existed a constant warfare 
and chronic hatred. Hardy, daring, keen, ruthless, admirably dad 
in a leathern hunting-feock aaid trowsers, decorated with tasseBied 
fringes, a handkerchief o£ red, or bhie, or yellow, wrapped ti^tiy 
around the h^, with tcnsahawk and scalping-knife in Im belt, and 
his trusty rifle in his hand, the Kentucky pioneer presented an 
appearance as redoubtaUe as it was picturesque. As a cavalry 
soldier, in tbe European acceptation oi tibe term, ho was useless ; not 
a man among them bore a sabre ; hnt as scouts or videttes, and &r 
the purpose of rapid advance or retreat, they were inviduaide. The' 
usual tactics of these horsemen, however, were tofoUow up and hai»ss 
&e retreating foe^ and, dismounting from their docile rteeds, ptoge 
among the trees, and ply the fatal rifle. Upon t^ occasion, profit- 
ing by the unexpected improvement in the roads, they had recou^e 
to a further expedient. Ev^ry man, like like Templais <^ oM, 
brou^t on a footHSoldier b^biad him, so that in aptual confliot a 
line of skirmishers, throum to tiie front, covered and coneeaLdd by 
tiieur smoke, the approachkig cavaliers. ^Phis dangerous f&ree was 
under the immediate command of an exi^govemor of Eentudi^^**^ 
Bhelby-^a veteran of the revolutionary war, who, at tbe age ^ 66, 
still showed aU the fire aiud vigour wd eaorgy of youih» 
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Sttob were the men who now tsracked iQ^m ti^ retarijag British 
floldiers. Proctor, roused from his sl^p, took to honse, mi wi^ 
hiB staff rode to the front. He encountered {be retreating fiwe 
Qbo^t three miles to the west oi Moravian Towm. D^y ww break- 
ing. Be instantly ordered tib^ whole force to h^it, smd faoe right 
about. The order was most ^adly met. Tbe inen, alt^ a weai4- 
some night's majrch, seemed tp be leinvigorat^d by t^e proeqpeot <^ a 
fight. The position thus accidentally taken up was very &yottrable- 
The Thames, not wide, but deep, coyered the left fla^ ; the road 
out the line perpendicularly at about 200 ya^ from the riyei? ; 
fr(»a tiie road the line of front continued for about 300 yards, un.^ 
|t struok an impassable cedar swamp, which eff^tuaUy covered ti^ 
la^ flank. Upon this narrow front Proctor disposed his sn^ 
f(»rce. They had contrived to bring up with them a single gun, a 
six^under, on a travelling-carriage. Thi^ pi^e of artillery was 
planted on the road, in what may be termed the centre of the po&fi- 
tion. The men were deployed to the right and 1^ from the river 
to the swamp, their formation being dialoci^ted and broken by tl^e 
intervening trees. In front ci the position wast a continuous, but 
(^n, forest. The swamp on the right wa^ ocpupi^d by tb^ Indjyaia?^. 
TI^s disposition was excellent. The left flank iirassecure, the cenjlire- 
fiteong. The right fla^> more extended, was p(«^eijed by the sw^n^, 
which, extending lengthwise in the direction of the road, flaj^^d 
the jM^erica^ a^tapk pi^ tiiis jn/ain portion. !j3ere ^ecumseh, in a 
mofass, of which the mere iMime alone can opnyey no i^m to the 
u^oiaitia^d-rr-ajoud moss-biuig trees and t^ted tr|mk^,and ti?ees 
&J}en^ rotten, oyerj^ewn with a vegetM^n tangled and 1^c>:, 
smioi^ered by too mw^h mpis<|ire ^d too little ^ir, knpOrdeep at the 
bfest, and often deepeihTrrWjVf wia^asaOabte by tiie Kentucky hoi^ 
sien^ while he omdd, a^Uy ouijrupoa ^^ fl^, and wage a hiE^d to 
h/m^ ^^fliot^ip w^^ ijhe lithj^ J^^ja. on foot^ wii^h rifle and topp^ 
ba^, i[«0 more Umi ft imtch.fpr M '^yi^^Mf^&m^ 



228 OHBONIOLB OF THB WAB. 

These dispositions were made at about six o'clock in the monung. 
Two hours elapsed before the enemy appeared. In that interval, 
Tecumseh had conference with Proctor. On parting, he shook 
hands witii his chief, with a fearless look. His last words were, 
*^ Father ! have a big heart ! " It was believed that Tecumseh had 
retired to his people in the swamp with the understanding that he 
was to await the discharge of the gun as a signal for his onset. The 
gun was never fired. 

Two hours elapsed. In that interval the men sat down and 
rested, and partook of such scraps of food as remained in their 
haversacks. But no precaution was made against surprise, or to 
notify an advance. No pickets were thrown out, nor videttes to 
the fix)nt, though a small force of militia cavalry was at the General's 
disposal. MacLean rode down the front track for about a mile, and 
saw nothing, but heard the American bugles ringmg in the woods 
around him. 

Another precaution — ^the one most naturally suggested and easily 
executed — ^was incomprehensibly omitted. A dozen axes — and 
witii the force, there must have been one hundred — ^would, in an 
hour, have cut down an abattiB impassable to men on horseback, 
clearing also the front to musketry fire. This simple expedient 
never occurred to Proctor ; at all events, it was never put in prac- 
tice. 

The enemy, by their scouts, had reconnoitered and saw cleaily 
the British position. About 8 A. M. they first showed the head of 
their advance. They came on slowly, carefully covering tiiemselves 
witii the trees. The riflemen on foot crept on stealthily in front, 
and soon troubled the British line. The horsemen followed, dod^ng 
behind trees, but still maintaining a disconnected formation. They 
approached nearer and' nearer. On a sudden, they clustered 
together, and made a rush forward. They were met by a volley, 
which daunted them for a moment. In another, tiiey agcdn clus' 
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tered together, and, before the men could reload, charged again. 
The men broke, and m one moment more, all was over. 

The chief attack was on the right of the road and line. The men 
here threw down their firelocks. The gun and the left flank, taken 
in reverse, broke and surrendered in detail. Proctor and his staff, 
stunned by the sudden disaster, and overborne by the irresistible IT/'"' 
tide of fugitives, retired upon Moravian Town, and found their way 
ultimately, in wretched plight, to Burlington Heights. One officer 
and twenty or thirty men, who were on the extreme right of the 
line,next to the Indian ambuscade, withdrew unobserved, and joined 
the other fugitives at Ancaster. 

The whole effective British force engaged on that 5th of October, 
was 476 men, of whom 12 were killed and 22 wounded. The 
American army on the field amounted to above 3,000 men. 

This great catastrophe, unparalleled in the annals of the British 
army, requires some further investigation. It may be said, in ex- 
tenuation, that the men were worn out, and borne down by harassmg 
and irritating service, and that, from the nature of this service, all reg- 
imental pride, all e^nit de corps, had been lost. They had been 
detached on outpost duty for months, in the most exposed places. 
Fever and ague, and the depressing symptoms of this disease, were 
rife among them ; 170 men were then in hospital. They had not 
received pay for months ; they had no great-coats; their food had 
failed. They knew that on the preceding day their supply-boats, 
fiJlen to the rear, had been taken by the enemy. They had 180 
miles of wilderness behind them ; they were exhausted by the 
night's march. They knew that there was no hope of successful 
retreat. The expressions used by them, when faced about in the 
morning, showed that they were ready to strike a last blow ; but 
thoy felt "that it was the last. 

But there was another element of disintegration at work. Proctor 
was on bad terms with his re^ment. He was the General com- 
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mftnding on &« frcmtier. . He was also lAeat.-CoIonel of H. lit. 41dt 
Infantry. There id not m the whoJe social fabric a moi*e beaniSEtd 
or mome delicate piece of machinery than the internal structure and 
€iconomy of a British regiment. What a main-spring is to a Watch, 
such is harmony among the officers. While they pull well together 
with the good taiste and good feeling which characterize the service, 
the same manly, cheery, cordial sprit prevails in every barrack- 
room. The men, with intuitive tact and feeling, without knowing 
how, nor caring how, imitate that which recommends itself to their 
best instincts. Discord among the officers disconcerts good men, and 
makes bad men licentious. Discontent and dissatisfaction corrode 
discipline. It did so in flie prei^ht instance. The fact and the 
effect were both known. The bands of discipline were relaxed, and 
broke at the first strain, and the result was ruin. 

To this unhappy combination of causes must be ascribed the want 
cS energetic unanimiiy, and the absence of that mutual confidence, 
which begets Self-reliance, and is the foundation of all military cohe- 
rence in the bour of trial. The men had ceased to rely on one 
another — to regard " shoulder to shoulder," as the bulwark of 
strength and maxim of salvation. To theise causes must be ascribed 
the fall of a corps, to that hour distinguished for martial conduct, 
and which, on fifty strickeii fields since, has washed out, with the 
best blood of its bravest, that one, solitary, spot on an honoured 
escutcheon.* 

Proctor was tried by a court-martial. It is not for the Canadiain 



* To this holocaust of expiation Canada has contribated its yictims. Monti-^ 
zambert, Major, a member of one of the oldest and most respected families in 
Quebec, served in this regiment m India — at Gandahar, at Gabool, in the Eyber 
Pass — and was slain while gallantly leading his men on the 12th Sept^ 1848, 
in Mooltan. Lieut. Evans of the 41st, son of Gen. Evans, was killed while 
storming a hill fort m Affghanistan, sabsequent to the fall of Gabul in 1840. 
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chromcler to add one word to the decision of His Boyal Highness 
the Prince Eegent, dated Horse Qnards, 9th Sept., 1816, hy 
which so much of previous service, and perhaps of future promise, 
were extinguished for ever. 

7 . . / ^ f ^ • 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

Tecumseh— His character— Origin— Tribe of the Shawaneae— From Virginia— Driren into 
Ohio— Thence into Michigan— The Brothers Elksottawa and Tecumseh— Inflnenoe of 
Tecumseh orer Indian tribes, due to his personal qualities— Anecdotes— Haughty con- 
duct towards the " Long Knives''- His disinterestedness— Indian skill as draftsman— . 
His personal appearance and costume— Stem adherence to England— Last words to 
Proctor— Attack of the American riflemen— Tecumseh slain by the hand of Col. James 
Johnston^The four heraldic supporters of Canada— Outrage offored to his remains. 

But tihe great episode of this &tal field has yet to be related. 
Here fell Tecumseh. Here fell the untaught Shawanese, the friend 
and comrade of Brock. It is difficult to do justice to the memory 
of this worthy compeer of Spartacus, of our own Caractacus, and 
of that noble -ZEthiop, Toussaint L'Ouverture. No braver barbarian 
ever graced Roman triumph. Here he fell — 

Butchered, to make a Roman holiday t 

We have but few of the notahilia of his early career. He was 
chief, or chief-conjoint, of the Shawanese, a tribe originally of Vir- 
ginian stock, but which, in the slow but sure progress of European 
cupidity and aggression, had been driven back from the sea-coast, 
and had established their hunting-lodges in the Scioto country, in 
what is now the State of Ohio. This was in 1730. In 1812 they 
were estimated to number about three hundred warriors.* They 
were designated the "fierce Shawanese," and have been denounced 
for their ferociiy ; but men and the descendants of men familiar 

* Schoolcraft. Indian Tribes. Vol. I, p. 301. 
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with the Inquisition, the auto-da-fe^ the fires of Smithfield and of 
the Grenelle, — with the rack, the wheel, the red-hot pincers, and 
the boiling pitch, — with 

Lake's iron crown, and Damien's bed of steel— 

have no pretence for fastidiousness on this score ; nor should they 
use hard words towards iheir fellow-men, frenzied by acts of cruel 
and often wanton wrong. Their contact with the whites had not 
tended to abate this fierce characteristic. Year by year, and inch 
by inch, had they been forced back, firom camp-fire to camp-fire, 
from the Atlantic to the Wabash, appealing in vain to a Christian 
doctrine since known as the "Monroe," and which, bemg done into 
plain English, apparently means — 

That they shonld take who have the power. 
And thej shonld keep who can. 

Hunted and harried, in course of time they receded until they 
found themselves in the territory of Michigan, under British protec- 
tion. In 1812 they obeyed the counsels of the Prophet Elksottawa, 
and followed to the field his more warlike brother Tecumseh. From 
his youth up he had shown himself to be a remarkable man. Devoid 
of education, in the European acceptation of the term, he had yet 
learned to control himself. Instinctively he had risen above the in- 
stincts and passions of his race. He despised plunder; he abjured 
the use of spirits ; he had overcome a propensity strong withm him, 
and had*, for years, renounced " fire-water." His conduct in the field 
was only exceeded by his eloquence in council. This combination of 
head and hand won the hearts of his tribe and of their savage allies. 
The influence of the chief extended over tiie warriors of many other 
Indian nations. With the skill of a statesman he appeased all dis- 
sensions, reconciled all interests, and united all minds in one common 
alliance against the hated Americans. This was due to his personal 
qualities alone. 
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He had little tefipect for the superstitions of his people; ^^ Totems ^' 
and genealogies he treated wi& indilE^ence. As a specimen of 
his eloquence, may be related his reply to Crovemor Harris<m of 
Indiana. On the 12th August, 1810, he appeared, at the head of 
400 warriors, at Vincennes, in firont of the Qt)Yemor's residence, 
. mi was invited " m." He replied : ** Houses are built for yon to 
hold council m; Indians hold tibeirs in the open fur.'' Whep the 
meeting was over, one of the governor's aides-de-camp said to Mm, 
pomting to a chah* : " Your &ther requests you to take a seat at 
his side.'^ Staading erect, and in a scornful tone, the chief 
answered : ^^ My fktiier ! the sun is my father, and the eartii my 
mother. On her bosom I wSL repose ;'' and then seated himself 
upon the ground. 

He hated the " Long-knives " with an intensity of hatred. In 
battle, in actual conflict, he was unsparing. To the wounded he was 
pitiful; from the conquered he turned with contempt. At the 
capture of Detroit, to a remark from Brock, he replied, haughtfl^ 
<< I despise them too much to meddle with them." Not an act of 
violence could be charged against the Indians on that occai^on. 
Brock, admiring the control he possessed and exercised, took off Ms 
miken scarf, and wound it round the waist of the chief. Tecums^ 
was, in despite of his stoicism, evidently gratified ; but, to lihe isuiv 
'prise of aD, appeared the next day without the decoration. To tm 
inquiry, he answered that he could not wear such a distmcfion, 
when an older and an abler warrior was present. He had given Ae 
'sash to the Wyandot chief, RoUnd-head. Before crossing flie De- 
ceit, to attack Hull, Brock had sought from him topographical irifor- 
mation. Tecumseh threw Mmself on the ground,^ok a sheet of barfc, 
tmd with his knife traced a map of the country — ^its woods, hais, 
"rivers, roads, morasses, — ^which the best officer in the army cotM 
not have surpassed. He was tacitttm by habit, after -flie mantel 
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of the Indians; but -when rottBed, Ms intellect and Ms imaginiation 
gave utterance to a flood of impasiSotted oratory.* 

^he American delineator deHghts in depicting Tecomseli in it 
red coat, with a paSr of tinsel epaulettes, such as append to &e 
shoulders of unhappy British officers on the American stage. &[e 
has even been mustered into the sernce as a BrigadieivGeneral. 
Without disreq)ect to his membi^, it niay be said that he did wl 
hold a rank which he would have adorned. Gonteaty t6 the IndSan 
nature, he had an aversion to external ornament. Bis inyariable 
costume was the deer-skin €oat and fiinged pantaloons; Indian 
moccasins^ on his feeit, and an ^agle4ea&er in the red kerchief 
womid round Ins head, composed his 8im|^ and soldieily accoi^a^e- 
ments. Bidhard, Ooeur de lion, himself was not more contemptuous 
of spoil, or avid of glory. He was about five feet ten inches in 
height, with the eye of ia hawk, and of gesture rapid ; of a we8^ 
knit, active figure ; di^iified when cottiposed, and possessing fea^ 
ttffes of countenance which, even in death, indicated a lofty spirit. 
He was in the forty-fourfli yeiEff of Ms age when he fell. 

He had, under severe trial, adhe^ witii stem fidelity to ^ 
British arms. He did iiot asrimilate with Proctot. StiQ, in pfod- 
periiy and in adveri^, Ivfili Ms counsd, or against it, to the Is^ 
hour he was true as steel. Ttue to King^Jeofge, true to British meia, 

* The greater portion ojf the iSftcts relating to the career and character Of 
Tecumseh, have been driawn from *« Tnppert life of Brock,** and from the 
spirited sketch of the chief given therein, and drawn by Colonel Glegg, mSm^ 
wards Milltarj Secretary Lord Aylmer in GiEHiada; bnt, in the temporft^r 
absence of the book, and, in addition, recourse has been had to one of a series 
of papers on the war of 1812, which have lately appeared in a popular peri- 
tdical--Harper*8 Magazine, It is to be regretted that these papers, cleverly 
written and artistically illustrated, ishotilid. In ah attractive form, pander to 
the worst prejudices of an obsolete time, -and should disseminate, near to our 
own firesides, and in the year of grace 1863, the most unjustifiable statements 
with respect to Indian violence and British complicity. 
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trae to his faith in a cause and in a people of whom he had but an 
indistinct idea, he died fearlessly in that faith, true to the last. 
His death sheds a halo on the story of a much abused and &st 
departing race. May the people of England and their descendants 
in Canada never forget this noble sacrifice, or the sacred obligation 
it imposes. It should be held as the seal of a great covenant. 
^^ And Jonathan said to David, the Lord be between thee and me, 
and between my seed and thy seed for ever." 

The last words of Tecumseh to Proctor, had been : " Father, have 
a big heart !*' — and with his own big heart on his lips, he withdrew 
to direct his own people in the swamp on the left of the battle-field. 
The American horsemen in their advance divided into two bodies. 
The right division, under Lieut.-Colonel James Johnsjton, advanced 
upon the British line, threw out their dismounted riflemen, and 
charged with the effect related. The left division, imder Colonel 
Richard M. Johnsjibn, the elder brother, attacked the Indians in 
the swamp. An account given by a fair American writer is intel- 
ligible enough.* Richard Johnston and twenty of his men devoted 
themselves to draw the Indian fire. Nineteen out of the twenty- 
one fell, but the Indians, elated by their success, sprang from their 
covert and met, on even ground, a portion of the rifles who had been 
providently dismounted, and who, now pushed forward into the fight. 
Johnston, himself wounded in four places, but still in the saddle, 
was attacked by a prominent warrior, who wounded him a fifth time 
with a rifle shot. At the same moment, his horse, also wounded, 
stumbled forward, but did not throw his rider. Johnston had at 
his side a pistol loaded with four buckshot and a bullet. He saw 
the Chief rush at him with upraised tomahawk — ^levelled his pistol 
and fired. He remembered no more. He could discover nothing 
through the smoke— famt from loss of blood, he reeled out of the 

* Army and Nayj of America, by Jacob E. Neff, M.D., p. 566. 
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saddle, and was borne almost lifeless from the spot. He was told 
afterwards, that he had killed Tecumseh. The Colonel gave his 
story simply and not boastfully, but others scrambled for credit 
where a brave man found cause for pain. There is every reason 
to believe that Johnston did slay l^ecumseh. On his body was 
found the marks of four buckshots and a bullet. These wounds 
had caused his death. From their direction they must have been 
inflicted from above — as from a man on horseback. Johnston was 
the only man on horseback in that part of the field.* 

And so died as brave and as true a soldier of England as ever 
trod the heather of the Highlands or the wealds of Kent. He 
completes the tale of the immortal four, who, to the end of time, 
will hold up in the face of all nations, the young escutcheon of 
Canada. Four more chivalrous supporters of a national trophy 
have never before adorned the pages of History or the triumphs of 
Sculpture, than Wolfe and Montcalm— Brock and Tecumseh. 

It is painful to be compelled to record the disgraceful fact, that 
the body of the Indian hero was treated with foul indignity. It is 
believed, that the inanimate corse was scalped, and it was braggishly 
asserted by the Kentucky men, that strips flayed fi-om his skin had 
been used as razor straps.f Scotchmen of the present day blush 

♦ Battle of the Thames. " This actien fought in October, 1813, was the 
last and most complete defeat of the Sayages of the North-Western Lakes. 
Tecumseh was supposed to have fallen hy the hand of Colonel Johnston, of 
Kentucky ; but that veteran soldier has himself said, that all he could say, 
was : wheo attacked by the Chief, he fired, and when the smoke cleared away, 
the Indian lay dead before him. The popular account attributes the deadly aim 
and wound to one Mason, a native of the county of Wexford, Ireland, who 
though a grandfather, aged four-score, volunteered his services on that expedi- 
tion. He had been an old revolutionary soldier, and fought in the ranks with 
his own sons — themselves men of middle age."— fits^ory of the Irish Settlert in 
North America^ by Thomas d!Arcy McGee, 

t " The Indian hero, Tecumseh, after being killed, was literally flayed in part 
by the Americans, and his skin carried off as a trophy." Vide Appendix-* 
Bishop Strachan's Letter. 
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wheu told, that after the battle of Sterling— five centoriea aud a 
a half ago, — their countrymen ^nade whip-thongs of Hie hide of 
Grossiagham, the English Treasurer; and generations of Ameripaos 
will remember, with greater shame, an act of equal barbarism, cqd^- 
mitted, in a refined age, by a Puritan people, with even less show of 
provocation. 
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BatfleoftheThames—tiflefibct— In the States— In Canada. Sir George Prdvost Demon* 
stration on Niagara. Vincent concentrates at Burlington Heights. American projects 
on MontreaL Generals Wilkinson and Hampton. Flan of a^ttack from the West and 
from Lake Champlain. Hampton advances to Odelltown-— Encountered by De Sala* 
berrjr—Ketires— Followed to the Four Comers. Career of De Salaberry— Attempts.to 
Surprise the Americans— I^scovered— Falls back on the Une of Chateangwiy. Frepa* 
rations for defence. JE&eports on the battle by the American A^JntantrGeneral, King. 

The catastrophe of the Thames was a source of intense exulta- 
tion to the American government and people. " lo triumphe " 
resounded throu^ the land. It had obliterated the disaster of 
Hull. It had restored ihe Western country, the territory of 
Michigan, and the Fort of Detroit, to the American arms. It had 
cowed the Indians. Cannon, the trophies of Burgoyne and 
Saratoga, which had been re-captured by Brock, were re-taken 
and paraded, crowned with flowers. The remnants of a British 
TCj^ent were marched witii triumphal pomp through the bourgades 
of the West, and though entitled to the treatment usually accorded 
to prisoners of war, had been ignominiously herded with tixe in- 
mates of a local Penitentiary.* British officers, confined in tiie 
cells at !Prankfort m Kentucky, had leisure jp study the philosophy 
of institutions, which award the same penalty for shooting a wife 
or stealing a negress. To crown afl, it elevated Shelby and Johnston 
to tiie rank of heroes, and, in after years, made General Harrison 
President of the United States. 

* James, Vol. n, p. 299. 
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It fell as a heavy blow upon the British, but it caused no dis- 
couragement among the people of Canada. It roused much indig- 
nation, and caused a renewed outburst of dogged resolution, but 
the immediate advantage to the Americans was immense. It gave 
them undisputed possession of the waters of Lake Erie and Lake 
Huron. It relieved them from all apprehension on their Western 
frontier, and enabled the Cabinet of Washington to concentrate 
their energies and their forces on the long contemplated project 
against Montreal. 

In retracing our steps from West to East, we may be allowed to 
express surprise, that Harrison had not followed vigorously in the 
same direction, and treading vrith his Kentucky horse on the 
retreating footsteps of Proctor, reached, simultaneously, with him 
his refuge at Ancaster. The position of Burlington Heights might 
thus have been assailed on all rides, by land and lake, for speedy 
means of communication with Chauncey and his fleet at Niagara 
could easily have been found, and the British force advanced on 
the Niagara frontier, would have been placed between two fires ; 
and cut ofif from reinforcements and supply, would have been ex- 
posed to the fate which had just befallen the army of the West, or 
the Bight Division. 

For, be it remembered, that after the successful actions at 
Stoney Creek and the Beaver Dam, the British advanced posts had 
occupied the latter position, and the American forces on Canadian 
soil, though they held no more than the ground they stood on, still 
fringed the whole Niagara frontier between Fort George and 
Fort Erie, and that Commodore Chauncey occupied the safe and 
convenient refrige of the harbour mouth of the River Niagara. 

In the interval between the engagement at Stoney Creek, and the 
battle of the Thames, Sir George Prevosthadmadeatour of inspection 
in Upper Canada, and had made bold to attempt a demonstration, 
as it was afterwards called, on the works held by the Americans at 
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Fort George. If tibk demonstration mewt ai;Lj:Q4ng it must have 
contemplated the storming and the capture c^ Port George, for the 
idea of a purposeless demonstration <»uinot be entertained. And 
yet the caf^ure of this work would have resulted in exposing the 
town of Newark and the captors themselves, in an inferior position, 
to the powerful fire of Fort Niagara ; while the occupation of Fort 
George by the Americfms weakened the American army in die 
field, and kept a large detachment of good troops uselessly en- 
trapped upon the Canadian frontier. Nevertheless, on the 24th 
August, Sir George made a formal attack upon. tibisj post, drove in 
the pickets, looked the defences in the face^ and retired^ as Veritas 
says : — 

The King of France, with forty thou9a]id men, 
Walked up the hill, and then, walked down again. 

Sir George appears to have been affiieted with a strange infir- 
mity of military purpose. Hfa error consisted, iwt so much in tbe 
Ssfiure of the attempt, as in attempting at ail, either without 
plan, or without resolution. To woo a <iaeen, or to command 
victory requires a daring vfmt : — 

" Fain would I climb, but that I fear to fall, 
If thy heart fail thee, climb not at all." 

The Governor General returned to Kingston and to Montreal, 
taking with him De Rottenburg, — ^the Lieutenant Governor, — in 
his train, and having done littie to infuse courage and confidence, 
or prepare the minds of men to encounter the trials to come. 

On receipt of the intelligence of Proctor's disaster. General 
Vincent prudentiy withdrew froin St. David's and th^ Beaver Dam, 
anda^gain concentrated his forces at Burlington Hcdghts. He also 
called in his outposts from Long Point on Lake Erie and made 
every preparation for a desperate struggle with Harrison. The 
universaJ feeling at this moment was ^^ no suixender,^' and yet 

Q 
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there can be no doubt, but that feara which acquired streng& as 
they flew, had magnified the danger to such an extent at Quebec, 
Hiat orders were given at this critical moment, for the complete 
eyacuation of all Canada, west of Kingston. 0£Bcers of rank and 
zeal, among whom the most conspicuous was Sir John Hanrey, 
interfered to avert a measure pregnant with ruin, but so sure was 
the American CK)vemment that Vincent would save the ^^ kernel" 
and Harrison only find the ^^ shell" that they ordered their suc- 
cessful General back to Detroit, and by the aid of Perry's fleet 
threw the ^* Conqueror of the Thames " and his army on the 
Niagara fi*ontier, in support of the combined operations planned 
from Sackett's Harbour and Lake Ohamplaan on Montreal. 

Thus, by degrees, Montreal became the grand centre of Ameri- 
can strategy. Immense preparations had been made for a coup 
defoudre which was to termi^ate the campaign in a blaze of red 
lights with melodramatic effects. In the words of an American 
writer of no mean rank, the Hon. B. Gardinier of New York, once 
a Member of Congress :* '^ The Democrats concerted a grand 
campaign. The whole season was employed in tremendous prepa- 
rations. Public expectation was perpetually on the stretch. The 
Secretary of War was in the vicinity of the armies. Perry had se- 
cured Lake Erie. Chauncey had hemmed in Yeo. Wilkinson sounded 
his bugle. Hampton rose m his strength. From East to West 
was nothing heard but the dreadful note of preparation and ttie 
ea£7 capture of Montreal. From both armies came letters teeming 
with assurances of victory. Victory was the cry of a thousand 
trumpets."! And again, from the same writer, we have an enume- 
ration of the forces prepared for the invasion. " When 'V^lkinson 
lay at Grenadier Island, the army of the North amounted to 

* From the << Ganadian Inspector,'' being an answer to Veritas, pp. 24, 25. 
t Examiner, p. 317. 



WILEIKSON AND HAMPTOK. — ^ADYAKOB ON MONTBEAL. 248 

10,000 men. Hampton had 5,000, which wiHi 6,000 militia 
aogmented the force destmed to reduce Lower Canada to 21,000 
men. Opposed to this army were 5,000 regulars — 2,000 of which 
were in Upper Canada." * 

This writer was not far wrong in his estimate of the relative 
strength of the British and American forces. The ori^nal plan of 
the American campai^, as enjoined on General Wilkinson, had 
embraced the surprise and capture of Kingston and the seizure of 
Prescott — as a whet to a growing appetite, only to be appeased by 
the conquest of Montreal.t General Hampton having assembled 
his strength at Plattsburg waa directed to penetrate across the 
Seigniory of Beauhamois, emerge on the shores of the St. Lawrence, 
and occupy the coast of Lake St. Louis between the mouth of the 
Chateauguay and the Indian Village of Caughnawaga. From 
hence he could at any time unite with Wilkinson on the Island of 
Montreal, between St Ann's and Pointe Claire. The Isle Perrot 
was regarded as a paint ^appui^ and intended so to be held, and 
the flotilla which had transported Wilkinson was prepared to aid in 
effecting Ihe junction. This conjoint operation followed in Ihe 
footsteps of its military predecessors. Idke Amherst in 1760, and 
Montgomery in 1775, Wilkinson and Hampton manoeuvred to 
attack Montreal on its most accessible Edde. Then, as now, Mon- 
treal was not to be assailed in front with impunity. From Lachine 
down to the Island of St. Helen's, the rapids of the Biver St. 
Lawrence — a stream, very wide — ^in some places, very shallow, 
abounding m rocky reefs, and in rapid currents — and impassable, 
except in a class of vessels which can not be extemporized — 
present obstacles which, with a littie precaution, may be made 
insurmountable. 



* Bxaminer, p. 91| Yol. II. 

t Armstrong. Fu2e Letter, dated War Department, Saokett's Harbour, Sept. 
22,1813. Appendix, Yol. n, p. 201. 
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Now, as then, no enemy can cross the River St. Lawrence 
below the Island of St. Helen's, until he has subjugated the South 
shore, and has scuttled the gunboats of England. These are Bome 
of the conditions precedent of a passage of this great river in 
summer. In winter the navigation will take care of itself. The 
American War Department was well aware that if, by a sudden 
irruption, they could occupy the fertile and inviting valley of the 
Richelieu, seize Sorel, and cross the St. Lawrence, they would, 
hazardously, place ati immense river between themselves and their 
supplies ; expose their army to attack both from Quebec and 
Montreal, and invite every available war-ship of England to inters 
rupt reinforcements and intercept retreat. They eschewed fliere- 
fore any line of advance which would put them on the St. Lawrebee 
below Montreal. To assail the city in front was impmcticable 
without the aid of boats of a description which is not portable, Mid 
the last, and, perhaps only, practicable, expedient, was a descent on 
the Island from the We^ and an advance upon the city by the 
olden route of Lachine. It is iiot necessary to dwell further here, 
upon what, when occasion serves, will be shown hereafter, that, 
such being the unavoidable conditions of an advance on Montreal, 
the facilities of defence, developed by the necessities of Hie attac/k, 
if rightly iiBpW)ved, render Montreal a military positis^n of great 
strength, resembling to a Certain extent Vicksbtirg an flie Mis- 
sisippi — ^biit in many respects superior. 

These considerations, perfectly well understood by ^very in- 
structed officer in the American service, led to tiie oidy fioasfble 
scheme of attack, had the execution been equal to the plian. 

The combined operation was well designed, and the better, iSiat 
either force, under Hampton or under Wkinson, ii^as in iteelf, 
more than sufficient in numbers and equipment to have attained 
the object in view. Wilkinson's force was 10,000 men^-^afimtry, 
cavalry, and artiflery, admirably supplied and transported by 
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water. The me^ landed and fought in light marching order — the 
very knj^psacks were cared for in the boatsft Hampton by his own 
account had with him " 4,000 eflFective infantry and a well- 
appointed train of artillery.'' * And then, without speaking of 
cpivalry, by which we know that he was accompaaied, and without 
taking into, account the 6,000 x^ulitia which, from the best Ameri- 
can aiubhorijijy, we also kpow, that he had ^t^hi^ disposal, there 
9.an be no question, but that the Americajj invading force from the 
Plattsburg. frontier came up to the strength. a,ssigned to it by Sir 
Creorge Provost in his Despatch of the 30th October, — that is to 
fay, to 7,200 combatants. . 

To encounter these combined forces, were dispersed below 
Kmgston, on the; line of the St Lawrence, and in the District of 
Montreal, oyer a surface of at least 300 miles— in garrison, in 
^amp— on outpost and in hospital some 3,000 troops, regular and 
militia, Of this force 1,600 men were in line on the South of 
the St. Lawrence, to repel Hampton's inva^on. The advanced 
column, watching the frontier, consisted of 350 me^n. 

The renewed preparations at: Burlington in Vermont, and at 
Plattsburg in the State of New York had, from an early period in 
the season, fitt?^cted attention in Lower Canada. These prepara- 
tions coiijd have no pthex: objcic:^ in view than an irruption on 
Montreal, through that part of the District of Montreal lying 
west of the river BicheUem Isle aux Noix — St. John's and 
Chambly— were the gajrri^oiied poi^te directiy menaced — ^but 
garrisons can rarely do more t^han protect the posts they occupy ; 
and it was necessary to provide, fo^ the observation as well as the 
defence of an extended frontier. To this advanced column, there- 
fore, scattered in a widely extended, order, was confided the safety 
of the frontier. It was comnjapded by Colonel de Salabeny. It 

* Letter to Secretary of War, 12th October, 1813. 
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became the duty of Hiis officer to antidpate irraptum or sortie, and 
to detect firom the sound and flash of the distant gun the intended 
coarse of the projectile. 

As early as September, the American General Hampton had 
transported across Lake Champlain the force collected at Bnriing- 
ton, and at the head of 5,000 men had attempted an invasion of 
the District of Montreal. On the 29th September he had dee- 
patched his SUte under Majors Snelling and Hamilton to sorprise an 
outlying picket at Odelltown. This was a hamlet buried in the 
dense forest, which for many leagues, in those days, covered ilie 
frontier. All the roads and pathways through the '^ bush " had 
been cut up, obstructed by alxxttUy and made impassable, during 
the preceding campaign by' de Salaberry and his aze^nen ; still 
had Hampton pushed forward vigorously, his riflemen mij^t have 
held the outskirts of the woodland, while his pioneers cleared away 
the obstacles in their rear. Three or four leagues of black-ash 
swamp once surmounted, and he would have emerged among the 
{arms and populous parishes of an open and cultivated plain. But, 
both parties of the Slite were misled or misdirected. The attack 
upon the picket was but partially successful — the alarm was ^ven 
— ^tbe abattU were mamied by a few frontier light In&ntry and 
by a handfrd of Indians under Captain Mailloux, who multiplied 
their number by an incessant frudlade, while yells of horrid augury 
reverberated through the gloom. These brave men held their own, 
until they were reinforced by the flank companies of the 4th Bat- 
talion of the embodied militia under Major Perrault * and by the 
Canadian Yoltigeurs commanded by Colonel de Salaberry. 

This indefatigable officer was Hampton's &te ; — 

Ha 1 who comes here? 
Art thoa some god, some angel, or some deyil, 
That makes my hlood cold, and my hair to stand Y 
Speak to me. What art thoa 7 

• Fitfep. 85. 
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C^it, Thy evil spirit, Brutus 1 

Brutus. Why coxn'st thou ? 

Ghost, To tell thee thou shalt see me at Philippi. 

and, on the pretext of want of water, in a very wet countnlfitjr^ a 
very wet season, Hampton withdrew from Odelltown — ^fell back on 
his own frontier, and moved his force westward, to find his Philippi 
on the banks of the Chateaugoay. 

Charles Michel d'lrumberrj do Salabeny, Seigneur of Chambly 
and Beau Lac, waa descended from a noble Basque family— of 
which a brave cadet had earned renown and rich feudal posses- 
sions under the French Grown, in Canada.* He was one of that 
chivalrous race of men, whose, very names embellish Canadian 
story with picturesque illustrations. The younger branches of many 
noble French houses had sought service and settlement in a 
country peculiarly adapted to the genius and traditions of men to 
whom anns were the only career, and wiUi whom the sword was 
the guidon to fortune. The process of French colonization in 
Canada had been unavoidably military. The cultivator of the soil 
was in ceaseless contest with the savagery of nature and of man. He 
could never abandon the sword for the plough-share. He was 
compelled to use both, with alternate hand. The feudal system 
of mediaeval France was well calculated to encounter this condition 
of fhings. The same martial polily, which had, five centuries 
before, inspired the ^^ Assizes de Jerusalem,'' engrafted its proto- 
type the " Coutume de Paris '' on the soil of Canada. The Saracen 
in the East, and the Savage in the West, would own no obedience 
but to the mailed hand. This military code provided at once for 

♦ Of the family of the brave Colonel de Salaberry, O.B., the eldest son, 
Alphonse, is Adjutant (Aneral of Militia for Lower Canada. Louis, the second 
son, lives at Chambly. Charles, the third, is colonel of a regiment of Volun- 
teers in the district of Quebec. Of the ladies of his family, one daughter is the 
widow of the late AagQBtus Hatt, Esquire, and now resides at Sorel. 
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colonization and defence, and harmonized with tiie antique i^ocia- 
tions of the colonists. " In 1598 Henry of Beam authorized the 
granting of fiefs, ch&tellaines, and baronies in Canada to men of 
gentle blood for thd ttftelage and defence of the country." * Aad 
the Beamoise or Basque &mily ot de Salaberry {»*ofited, and not 
unworthily, by the wise libewdity of their fellow couniaTman. 
Their father and the grandfather (rf Colonel de Salaberry had borne 
the ^^ panache hlanehe^^ in foil front of the fight against the 
standard of England, but firom the hour when, by sacred iareaJby^ 
their allegiance had been transferred to the sceptre df En^and^ 
they bowed rererently to the last behest of their native Prince, 
&nd, at his command, gave ^^foi et kommage^^ to the Brituh 
Crown.f And to that great obligati<m they, and the mass of their 
fellow countrymen, have ever been nobly faithfdl since. De Salar 
berry and three brothers took service in the British army. Two 
died under the blazmg sun of Hindostan, — one fell in the deadly 
breach of Badajos. Otir Canadian hero served in the West Indies, 
fie had commanded the Grenadier Company of the 60th regiment, 
4th battalion, in many fierce engagements. He distinguisl^ 
himself in 1795 a/t the conquest of Martimque, and had survived 
the miasmata of Walcheren. On returning to Canada he turned 

I ♦ Garnean, Vol. I, p. 1S2» 

t In a note to- Mr. J. M. Lemojne's iikteresting collection, entitled " yMfim 
Leayes/' we find the following record of French Canadian serrices to the 
British Crown twenty-fire years after the Conquest : — 

" A party of distingnished Canadians on the 8th June, 1775, offered their 
serrices to Major Preston in Montreal to retake Fort St. John from the Atneri* 
cans, and did so on the 20th June, placing it in the hands of a detachment of 
the 7th Regimenti or Boyal Fusiliers, under Captain Eineer. They were the 
Chevaliers de Belestre, deLpngueuil, de Lotbinidre, de Rouyille, de Boucherville, 
de Lacorne, de La Bruiere, de St« Our^, de Levy, Pertuis, HervieuZ| Gamelin, 
de Montigny, d'Eschamjbanlt, and others. For this service, General Carleton - 
publicly thanked them. In September of the same year, this party, wilh tli0 
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Ms militarjr experi^ce ito gO€K} accotmt, and raised the corps <rf 
Oanadiaii Voltigefors. At the head of this eoifps, as has been 
already related, with the advance of GoIo&elD'Echaaibaidt be 
had, in ttie campaign of the preceding year, repulsed tihte first 
attempt made by Dearborn on the debaiteable ground of La 
Oote. 

On Hampton^s retirement from OdeBtown he was prompiJy 
followed up. Salaberry overtook him at tiie Four Coi'nerS, or crosa 
roads of the Chateauguay— vmp qud Be jimdxt in <V77»&«a-^about five 
miles within the American frontier, and near iiie source of the 
rirer. Here an attempt was made "to surprfee the American 
camp, which failed through the accidental discharge of a musket, 
when Salaberry, fin<Eng himself to be discovered, collected about 
fifty of Ms Yoltigevffs, and a handful of Indians, and made a 
vociferous onset on the advaaiced detachment of the enemy, con- 
sisting of about 800 men. The Amerieams fell back in confedon^ 
and enabled him to withdraw without loss. These smaH affiidrs 
had infbsedmutuad' confidence into tiie commander, and his men, 
and contributed to the great success which was shortly to follow. 

Under the smoke of this li^t skErmidb, de Salabetry fell back 
on his suj^ports, following the descending j[^oia«e of the Chateau- 

"'-^ ; '^^^ : --^ ^^-H ■> \. ^ J ' J -■'. ; •' ■ . ■ • , ' -:— 

• 

asdatance of a niamber i>f VolunteeTS, from Qqebee atd Three Rivers, Meiaieim 
4e Hdntisson, Ducbesn^ji de RigoiiTille,4j9 6a]|ib^ny, de Tonancoor, Beikubieni 
de Mi}93eaUy Moquja, Lamarque, Fauohier, an<| others, started for St. )o\^^ 
near Montreal, to relieve the tth and 26th Regiment^, then in charge of the 
fort; and who expected a siege; but after being beleaguered, the fort surren- 
dered on the 2nd November to Gen. Montgemeiy. ' The Canadians and the two 
>e^meiit8 were carried away prIsoneiB ofwaf-^ObngmBS reftrsing to esEo^nge 
the Ganii^dia.ns f they being too mu^ attaQhQ4 to. the English Qo7ernmfixit,.a]id 
too influential in their own country.' Two-r-Messieors de Montesson and de 
Rigouyille — died prisoners of war. De Lacorne, Pertuis," and Beaubien had 
been killed during the siege. De Lotbinidre had an arm shot oflF. De Salaberry 
was twice wounded."— Pp. 66, 67. 
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gaaj. He knew the ground thoroughly, having long before 
examined it, with the foresight of one charged with the safety of 
the outposts of the army. 

He could now see the course of the projectile. He had indeed 
already anticipated its line of flight, and was already prepared to 
counteract the blow. For some days previous he had been occu- 
pied in choosing his positions and in fortifying them with the ready 
materials the Canadian forest offers. His dispositions for this 
purpose were made with great judgment. 

It is impossible not to be struck by the meagreness of detail 
which characterizes both British and American narratives of this 
important action — ^but to the American the subject was not a 
pleasant one, and to the English writer not very intelli^ble. The 
scene of action was remote from the daily track of travel and of 
strife. It was neither seen nor sought. The battle was fought by 
French Canadian militia-men. These men dispersed to their 
homes — doubtless they ^^ fought their battles o'er again" by their 
own fire-sides, but the English writer had not much opportunify to 
hear from their lips the changes of the fight. The Despatch of 
Sir George Prevost dwells more upon his own slight intervention 
at the close of the action than upon the incidents of the contest. 
The report of the American Adjutant General, King, is curt and 
conclusive : ^^ 25th October. The plan of the attack adopted by 
the General was to detach Colonel Purdy with the Slite and the 
1st Brigade, fbrming the most efficient part of the army, across 
the river ; and by a night march gain the fording place on the left 
of the enemy's line, re-cross the river at that pointy and at dawn 
of day attack the enemy's rear ; while Izzard's Brigade, under his 
own direction, should pursue the march, and at the same hour, 
attack it in front. The whole of this plan miscarried shamefully; 
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Pordy's column, probably misled, fell into an ambuscade, and was 
quickly beaten and routed ; and that of Izzard, after a few dis- 
charges, was ordered to retreat." And this report is a fur intro- 
duction to a more detailed story of the fight. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Story of Chateaugaay. The ** Temoln ocolaire." Hampton adviuices from Four Comers. 
De Salaberry &ce8 right about, and retums to meet him. First rencontre — Halts — 
Throws up breastworks and abattis. Disposition of defenderfr— Ford in the rear. 
American attack on abattis— Impracticable. Attack on flank and rear, partially suo- 
cesBfiil— Repulsed— Broken by flank fire. Retreating Americans fire on each other. 
Hampton, daunted, withdraws firom front of abattis and retreats. Force engaged. 
Brilliant conduct of officers and men. Honour to De Salaberry. 

It is always satisfactory that the party most interested should 
be enabled to tell his own story, and by a fortunate occurrence, 
this source of satisfaction has been suppUed. The Redacteur of 
the " Courier d'Ottawa," Dr. L. E. Dorion, has re-produced most 
opportunely the narrative of a " Temoin oculaire," dated 3rd 
November, 1813. This narrative appears to have been published 
in some of the journals of the day. If a guess may be hazarded 
as to the authorship, it might be, perhaps not unjustly, ascribed to 
the late Commander Jacques Vigor of Montreal. Ample in detail 
and minute in circumstance, it gives, with all the proverbial ease 
of the French raconteur , incidents which correspond in the main 
with the relations of more pretentious writers. The following 
account of the Battle of Chateauguay will be little more than the 
story told by the " Temoin oculaire " done into English. The 
original will be found in the Appendix. 

The American army at the Four Comers, under Hampton, after 
having for some time attracted the attention of our troops, on the 
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2lst October moved direct on our froader. THiat same afternoon 
about 4 p.m. his advanced giiafd drove in our advanced videttes. 
They were thrown out to a place eaUed " Piper Bead," about 
ten miles from the church at Ohafeeauguay. Major Henry, <)f 
the Beauhamois militia, in command at the English River, notified 
Major General de Wattevilte, ^o ordered up, ai once, the two 
companies of the 5th Xncarporated Militia, coolms^ded by Oaptsuns 
Levesque and Debartzch, and about two hundred men of the Militia 
de Beauhamois. This fbrce advanced nlbdai twoleagues until, at 
nightfall, it halted a/t the extremity of a tinck wood into which it 
would at that moment have been imprudent to penetraiJe. At 
daybreak they were join&d by Colond de Salaberry with "hfe 
Ybltigeurs and Captam IFergusson's light Ooikipatny of the Cana- 
dian FenciUes. Thus composed, de Salabeiry pushed on, along 
the left bank of tiie river, about ft league, and there easoountered 
a patrol (^ tiie enemy. He instantiy halted his force. Be had 
some weeks before c^are^y recoimoitred tiiis Tevy gHmnd, and 
knew that the whole <«yar8e 4>f tiie river p?pe8eiited no better posi- 
tion. The forest iffas intetsected by ravmes whidi drained a 
swamp on his right, and fell inttT the river wMch eovei^d his left. 
Up(m four of tiie^e i^avinei^, wM^h W^e Vke m many moa/to^ foMsSs, 
in his front, he Airew up btHBii^WJoAB. ^e tiiree first }m&» weje 
distant Jperhaps 200 ya^- firimi eaoih ^er^ tl^e fourtib was-haif 
a mile in the rear, and c<»imai]ded a foi^, by wych an asmlaat 
coming from the ri^ b«iik 'of the OlEaiteaugday mi^t ^ve got 
into his r^air. It wd0 m(»t->^i^«eirtant to gudiairiiee thk, the weak 
point of l^e pdiiti(m. IT{yon each of Ihede Ikieisi 4»f defenoe ^ 
parapet of logs was otfMxixdteH, whic^ esieisded' into the tangled 
swamp on the right $ 'Si]A'^ frbfeit line of afi, following the E^iEuofiA- 
ties of the i^avine in fh)t^^ htmA, «}mt)isrt to Obtoae^ ^^ ^ &e 
right of the road, luid of the whole poi^tion. TMs Whtole'^^Mlie 
22hd'^^-wa8 em|f%ed ^im)ii)dy te fitrengtfieo^g ilieiie woritas, 
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which in strength, natural and artificial, could not be surpassed. 
They had also the advantage of compelling the assailant to advance 
to the attack through a wilderness, remote from his supplies, while 
our troops had all they required, and were close upon their 
supports in the rear. 

The right bank of the river was covered by a thick forest. In 
the rear, at the ford, care was taken to post about sixty men of 
the Beauhamois militia. 

Nor did the Colonel limit his precautions to the woi^ above 
spoken of. To secure lumself to the utmost, he detached a party 
of thirty axe-men of the division of Beauhamois to destroy every 
bridge within a league and a half of his front. And about a mile 
ahead of the front line of defence above described, he threw down 
a formidable abattU of trees, with the branches extending out- 
wards, and reaching from the bank of the river on his left, three 
or four arpents across the front to a %avawne or swamp on the 
right, which was almost impassable. Thus the four inner lines 
were effectually covered, and the American artillery, known to 
number at least ten guns, was rendered useless. They could not 
be brought into action. 

To these admirable arrangements, as much as to the heroism 
of his men, must be ascribed the brilliant results which ensued, 
and to the gallant de Salaberry, alone, must be ascribed the choice 
of the ground and the dispositions made. 

On the 22nd, Major General de Watteville visited the outposts 
and approved entirely of the precautions taken, but the labour of 
strengthenmg the portion continued without intermissi(m up to the 
25tli September. When at about 10 a.m. the American skir- 
mishers opened on the abatUsj Lieutenant Ghiy of the Yoltigeurs, 
who was in front with about twenty of his men, fell back, and was 
supported by Lieutenant Johnson of the same regunent, in charge 
of the picket, which protected the fatigue party. After a sharp 
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exchange of musketry, the labourers retired within, — the coyering 
party to the front of the abattis. 

At this moment, de Salaberry, who had heard the first firing, 
rode up from the front line of defences. He brought with him 
three companies of the Canadian Fencibles under Fergusson, which 
deployed at once on the right rear of the abattis. The company 
of Captain J. B. Duchesnay was extended on the left, while the 
company of Captain Jucherau Duchesnay occupied, enpotence^ a 
position on the left rear among the trees on the bank of the river, 
80 as to take the enemy in fiank if they attempted to carry the 
ford in the rear, held by the Beauhamois militia. 

It should be observed here, that in tins part of its course, and 
between the abattis and the ford, the river made a curve or bow, 
80 abrupt, that at the re-entering elbow of the curve, the fire of 
the defenders flanked the ford in support of the fire in front. 

Then de Salaberry, who had ahready twice during this campaign, 
tested the American metal — ^who had longed for another trial — 
saw his opportunity, and profited by it. He was in the centre of 
the line— the companies of Fergusson, L'Ecuyer, and deBartzch on 
his right. In the swamp and wood lay Captain Lamothe and a 
corps of Indians ; on the left and left rear the companies of the 
two Duchesnay's. The place of these troops taken from the first 
and second lines of defence was supplied from the third and fourth 
by the Canadian Fencible recent, under Colonel Macdonell of 
Ogdensburg &me. 

While these arrangements were being made with precision and 
rapidity, the enemy debouched from the wood into a large open 
space in front of the abattis. On the left bank of the river 
Hampton had the supreme command : under him served General 
Lszard, at the head of the 10th, the Slst, and other reg^nents, 
amounting to 8,000 — or 8,500 men with three squadrons of 
cavalry and four guns— and yet the artillery was not brought into 
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action. Aboat 1,500 men were thrown on the li^t bank of Hm 
river under Colonel Pordy to force its way throng the bush, and 
take the Canadian force, in reserve, at the ford below. 

The enemy debouched on the plain in firont of de Salaberry in 
column, and advanced in this formation close to the iMbatti$^ 
exposing ike head of his narrow line to a fire in front, and 
his flank to the Indians and tirailleurs in the bush and swamp. 
This was his moment. An American officer had ridden forward, 
and had attempted to harangue Ihe troops in French. Salaberry 
seized a r^e, fired, and the orator fell. At the same moment his 
bugler sounded the order to fire, and a blase of musketry burflt 
from the <d>atti8 and the swamp. The column halted, paused for ' 
a moment, made a turn to the left, formed line, and op^aed Ik 
vigorous fusilade — but the fire of tiie left was, by this movement, 
thrown into the wood, where it had but little efiect. Not so witk 
tiie fire of the right, which compelled our pickets to retire within 
tiie abattii. The enemy mistook tins falling back £)r a flight, and 
raised a great shout, which we returned with interest, and it was 
all they got from us, for they never had possession of one inch of 
the alattU. While the dbeers on the one side were re-echoed by 
cheers on ihe otiier, taken up by the troops in our rear, suddenly 
Stflabeny ordered all our bugles to sound, to augm^at in iaagiaa- 
Aon the strength of our force. Ihe ruse had this e£fect. W^ 
learnt from prisoners afterwards that they had estimated omr foroe 
at 6,000 or 7,000 men. But for all the shouting and buying, the 
musketry fire iiever ceased. It was so hot aoid uninten?tipted, 
that liie enemy nev^ attempted to carry i^e abattis. After a 
time their fire dackened, and they appeared to await other events 
-*^hey looked to the other side of tiie river. 

Here the bugles indicated an advance, and Colonel MaodoiM^ly 
eager to add to the laurds he had won at Ogdensburg, BMm4 
rapidly in Ihe ^Urection of the Sie wdth two coni^paiiies from the 
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first imd second line of retrenchmesKts under Captain Levesque. 
^e Beauham(»s miUtia, defending the ford, bad been attacked by 
Purdy in superior force, and bad been compelled to retire. Mae- 
donell ordered Captain Daly with Us company of the 5ih Inc<»s 
porated to cross the ford in their support. 

At this momei]^ de Salaberry, perceiving tiie fire in his front to 
relax, and the shouts of the combatants and the fire of musketry 
to increase on his left flank and rear, saw, at (Hice, ihat a diversion 
was about to be operated at the ford, and betook himself to im 
teft where the company of Juchereau du Chesnay was drawn up 
ei» potencBj and came down to the river just as Daly crossed Hkh 
stream. From a stump, he watched the advance of the enemy wi'A 
a field glass, exposed &e while to a heavy fire, and gave words of 
^leouragement to Captain Daly as he waded throu^ the wat^. 
This gsdlant officer got his men into order and most bravely thrust 
the enemy home. They fell back, rallied and reformed, and 
opecned a well-sustained fire. Daly was oy^-matched. He and 
hk brave Canadians slowly fell back. He had been wounded in 
the advance, and while retiring, while encouraging hb men by 
word and example, he was wounded a second time and fell. 
Captain Bruyere of the Milice de Beaubamois was also wounded at 
the same time. Thdr men, unequal in numbers, were c(»ipeUed to 
recede, ^wly, and wi^ face to the foe, under the command of the 
gallant Lieutenant Schiller, and once m(»e was heard t^ jt>yfiil 
shouts and jeers of the advancmg enemy — but their exultation was 
brief— for rushing forward, unobservant of the company formed 
m potenee on the other side of the river, they became suddenly 
exposed to a crushing fire in flank^ which at short distance arr^- 
ed thdu* march and threw them into utter confusion. Vain was 
fte atteiiq)t to rally^^iliey broke Sfnd scrambled back into ttie 
bush. There, it is believed, that advancing parties fired upon 
their retiring comrades, mistaking them for enemies. On ^e 

R 
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other hand, Hampton, learning that his stratagem had failed, and 
that the attack on the ford, on which he had so much relied, had 
resulted so disastrously, drew off his left attack, which for an hour 
had been inactive, though incessantly persecuted by our skir- 
mishers from the abattis. The Canadian troops remained in 
position, and slept that night on the ground on which they had 
fought. 

In the morning, being reinforced by the company of Voltigeurs 
under Captain de Bouyille and the grenadiers of Captain Levesque 
of the oth Incorporated and sixty of the Beauhamois Division, de 
Salaberry confided to Colonel Macdonell the defence of the 
abattis against any renewed attack, and pushed forward his 
lidettes cautiously — ^incredulous of Hampton's retreat. About 
twenty prisoners were taken, and the line of flight was indicated' 
by muskets, knapsacks, drums, and provisions strewed in the way. 
Forty dead bodies were interred by our people, many graves were 
found, and notably, those of two officers of distmction, buried by 
their own men. The wounded were carried off, but we knew after- 
wards that the enemy estimated their own loss hors de cornhat at 
upwards of one hundred. 

This brilliant achievement cost the Canadian force, two killed, 
sixteen wounded. Among the officers most prominent on this 
occasion — ^and all did their duty nobly — were Captains Fergusson, 
de Bartzch,* and Levesque of the 5th ; Captain L'Ecuyer of the 

* Captain de Bartzch, of the Voltigenrs, in after years the Hon.P.D. de Bartseh, 
of St. Charles on the river Richelieu, Seignenr of the Seigniory of that name, 
and as member of the Assembly and of the Legislative Coancil, an active 
able, and eloquent advocate of reform, so long as reform eschewed revela- 
tion — has bequeathed an honourable name to a family who, in the bloom of 
life, recall pleasant recollections of the promise of the bud. The eldest daagli- 
ter of this gentleman married the Hon. Lewis T. Drummond, late Attorn^ 
General for Lower Canada. The second is the wife of the Hon. Cornwallis 
Monk, Judge of the Superior Court. The foorth married the Count de Rotter- 
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Voltigeurs; the two du Chesnays of the Voltigeurs,* who both dis- 
tinguished themselves by their %ang froid and precision in the 
execution of difficult manoeuvres. To these must be added the 

mand, a Polish exile and savant ; and the third M. de Kierzkowski, son of the 

late Lieutenant-Gkneral Eierzkowski, an old and distlogaished officer in the 

seryice of Russia. This gentleman has been retarned, and held a seat, in both 

branches of the Canadian Legislatare, a^ a member of the Hoase of Assembly 

and member of the Legislative Ooancil, 

ad ungnem 

Factus homo,~non nt magis alter, amicus. 

* The Brothers da Ghesnay, whose names will ever stand in our OAnadian 
ttorj as the foremost in this conflict— the Ajaces of the fight^ 

aei ffiftay icXeog eaaercu kut' ataVf 
were of an old family. Their first settlement in Canada dates from 1640. The 
family name is Juchereaa de St. Denis,-^a Ghesnay (of the oak grove) being 
the designation of a fief which became the appanage of a younger branch 
bearing the patronymic of Jachereau. One of the two brothers, Juchereaa 
da Ghesnay, had served the British crown for some years in the 60th regiment 
—on foreign stations— and on the death of his father, retired from active service, 
in the interests of his estate and of his family. But the hereditary passion was 
inextinguishable. On the first sound of war he transferred to the militia the 
knowledge he had acquired in the line. He raised a company in the Canadian 
Voltigeurs, and during the war was constantly on the frontier. He was, as 
given in the text, actively engaged at Chateauguay. He was subsequently 
appointed Deputy Adjutant Qeneral of Militia and Superintendent of the Indian 
Department. His devotion to the Throne has descended as an heir-loom to 
those, whose friendship is a pleasure, and a pride to the contemporary annalist. 
£Us surviving children are the Hon. Jucherean du Ghesnay, M.L.C., and Phi- 
lippe, now Provincial Aide-de-Camp and Lieutenant-Colonel, Militia. Of his 
daughters, the eldest is the widow of the late Hon. Roch de 6t. Ours, M.L.G., 
formerly Sheriff of the District of Montreal, and the representative of one of 
the oldest and best families in French Canada. The second is the wife of 
T. 0. Campbell, Enquire, C.B., late Major in the 7th Hussars, Seigneur of St. 
Hilaire de Rouville, and Colonel, Militia. And the third is married to Lien- 
tenant-GoIonef Brmatinger, who earned for himself, rank, and for Canada, 
distinction, in the service of Spain, and is now one of the Inspecting Field 
Officers of Militia of the Province. 

The second brother, better known as the <' Ohevalier'' da Ghesnay, was also 
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gallant Captain Dafy* of the GanafiUan Fencibles ai^ 'Bmyep^ <if 
ihe Chateauguay Chasseurs, both of whom were wounded. Captni 
Lftmoiiie made the most of his handfdi of savages, liea^ 
tenants Pinguet,t of the Light Infantry ; Guy, Johnson,- PoweH, 
and Hebben of the Yoltigeurs ; Schiller, of Daly's company, — d 

in the British serrice, preyiong to the war of 1812. Oa the ootbreajk of tht 
contest he deyoted his services to his eoaatrj's caoae, raised a eompaaj mt 
Yoltigeurs, and at Ghateauguaj, and on all other occasions, upheld, at the 
head of bis French fellow countrymen, the honour of the British flag. A ne- 
phew, Narcisse, the son of an elder brother Antoine, a lad of 16 years of age, 
was also in the field at Ghateauguay, actually engaged. " Those who were 
there behaved themselves so loyally that their heirs to this day are honoured 
for their sake." Froissart, Vol. II, p. 220. 

• Joseph Daly, Esquire, of Montreal, H.M. agent for emigrants, is a aephewof 
this brave oflScer. 

t Captain Pinguet. — This officer appears to have been a Quebeeqnois. Stnce 
writing the above, there has appeared in a Feuilleton, published in Quebec, 
and entitled " Soirees Gaoadiennes," two letters, indited by Captain PingaeC, 
one shortly before, and the other, immediately after the Battle of Chateaugnaj. 
In the second he says : " C'^tait le dimauche que Taba tis tut commence, ei H 
mardi, comme les bdicheurs finissaient quelque chose qui manquait, un parti do 
diz hommes de notre compagnie et de viogt des Yoltigeurs, qui dtaient en ayavt 
pour prot^ger les travaillants, apergurent Tavant-garde de l*ennem{ qii 
s'avangait. * « « Nous avions d combattre centre deux mille hommes de pied et 
deuz-cents hommes de cavalerie ; nous ne perdions pas de temps ; nos soldatt 
ont tir^ entre trente-cinq et quarante cartouches, et en si bonne directiocqae 
les prisonniers que nous ftmes le lendemain disaient que nos baltes passafeiit 
toutes d r^galitd, soit de la t^te, soit de la poitrine. Notre compagnie soile 
s*est battue Id environ trois-quartS'd'heure avant que de recevoir dn resfbrt. 
***** And to show that campaigning in Canada is not a i 
promenade miliiairej may be added : " Apres la bataille, on nous a ramends < 
nos retranchements, oil nous avons pass^ huit jours, i la pluie, au firoid, i 
feu et sans couvertures ; de Id, nous sommes descendns aux maisons, oft nooi 
6tions presque aussi mal que dans les bois ; nous y arons 6i4 huit Jours, et stobs 
re^u ordre de remonter. Je crois a present qu'un honvne est isapable d^nditfW 
sans crever, plus de misdre qa*an bon ehien." 
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displayed intelligence and vigour. Captains Longtin and Hunean 
of the Milice de Beauhamois gave to their men an honourable 
' example. Of the former it is related, that on the commencement of 
the action, he knelt down at the head of his company and ofiFered 
up a brief and earnest prayer. " And now, mes enfans^^^ said he, 
rising, " having done our duty to Grod, we will do the same by our 
King." Here spoke out that olden spirit of chivalrous devotion 
which the history of a thousand years has made the heritage of the 
Canadian people. 

Nor should we pass over in silence the names of the simples 
aoldats, — Vincent, Pelletier,Vervais, Dubois, and Caron, — all of the 
Voltigeurs, who swam the river and cut ofiF the retreat of the 
prisoners who were taken.* 

It will be seen at once that the whole brunt of the action fell 
upon the advanced corps under the command of Colonel de Sala- 
berry. This force barely numbered 300 combatants. The battle 
was fought in front of the first line of entrenchments, at the 
dbaftis, and at the ford in the rear. On this part of the field de 
Salaberry commanded alone, and to him alone is to be ascribed 
the glory of the victory. 



* Among the officers in command of companies who had not the good fortune 
to be actually engaged — who were " well in hand," but not wanted — on the 
26th October, may be noted the names of de Beaujeu, de Lery, de Rouville, de 
Tonnancour, Malhiot, Raymond, Bruere, the indefatigable McKay, and Berczy. 
The company, however, of this last officer was in the charge of Lieutenant Tach^, 
now the Hon. Sir Etienne Tach^, Colonel and Aide-de-Gamp to the Queen — 
of whom more hereafter. A sister of Captain de Tonnancour married the Hon. 
Thomas Coffin, of Three Rivers, and his eldest son is Prothonotary of the Court 
of Queen's Bench, Montreal. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Macdonell of Ogdensburg— The Canadian Fencibles— Descent of the St. Lawrence— 

Running the Bapids— Night March through the Bash— *' Always on Hand'* Freneh 

and English " Shonlder to Shoulder''— Natural Exultation of the French Canadians- 
Practical Keply to Dishonouring Imputations- Gratitude of the British GoyerDmeni— 

Queenston Heights— Chateauguay— Chevy Chace and the "Combat dee Trentes" 

Beaumanoir and Bembro— Croquart. 

Had the gallant de Salaberry required the services of a fellow 
soldier, or had the fortune of war, even for a moment, deprived us of 
his own, there stood, happily, at his side the most eflScient substitute 
Canada could supply. Macdonell of Ogdensburg had been lately ap- 
pointed to the command of a battalion of French Canadian Fencibles, 
and was at Kiilgston drilling and organizing the force confided to him. 
On the 20th October, Sir George Prevost, then at Kingston, 
received intelligence of Hampton's irruption on the Beauharnois 
frontier. At the time, Wilkinson was known to be within a few 
miles in front, at the head of 10,000 men. Kingston was pre- 
sumed to be his object. The distracting efiFect of this double 
menace, in front, and in flank and rear, demanded prompt and 
judicious counteraction. Here Sir George did well. He dared 
not weaken Kingston by withdrawing a single man of the line. 
As he mounted his horse for Lower Canada he sent for Macdonell, 
and inquired if his corps was in a fit state to meet the enemy ; and 
was assured that they were ready to embark so soon as they had 
done dinner. Prevost gave his prompt subordinate carte blanche^ 
enjoining, simply, a prompt rencounter with Hampton on the Beau- 
harnois frontier. Left to himself and to his own resources, 
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Macdonell was not unequal to the emergency. He had ofiFered 
men. He had now to find boats, and boatmen and pilots, to 
conduct those men in safety down the dangerous rapids of the 
St. Lawrence. In that named "of the Goteau du Lac" Lord 
Amherst lost in 1760 sixty-eight batteaux and eighty-eight men. 
Those who have descended the rapids of the St. Lawrence for a pas- 
time, in a well-found steamer, manned and piloted and handled, to 
provide against all chance of accident, and can recall the combined 
sensation of awe and misgiving with which they sank and surged 
amid those boiling waters, whirled by rocks and shoals, where a 
touch ^ould have been destruction, with the speed and rush and 
roar of a tempest, and who rejoice even now that the rapids ar^ 
passed and the danger over, may be able to appreciate the resolu- 
tion of men who dared the same danger at the call of duty, in huge 
immeldy row-boats or batteaux, to which a disabled oar or a mis- 
direction of the rudder must have brought instantaneous destruc- 
tion. But no misgivings troubled the minds of these brave men or 
their resolute leader. > His arrangements were rapidly made. 
Boats werp soon procured — his own personal experience supplied 
pilotage- — ^his soldiers volunteered to the oar. Every French Ca- 
nadian is a boatman. The perilous waters to which they are 
accustomed demand the constant exercise of bravery and skill. 
The world does not produce better material for soldier or sailor. 
After a few hours' delay he embarked with tis 600 men, encoun- 
tered great dangers, but surmounted all; ran all the rapids 
successfully ; crossed Lake St. Francis in a tempest ; disembarked 
on the Beauharnois shore ; and in the dead of the night threaded 
the forest in Indian file, reaching the bank of the Chateauguay, on 
the morning of the 25th September, in advance of Sir George 
Prevost, who had ridden down the opposite shore of the St. Law- 
rence aided by relays of horses. When the Commander-in-Chief 
asked him in a tone of some surprise " And where are your men ?" 
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" There, Sir," replied MacdoneD, pointing to 600 exhausted 
soldiers sleeping on the ground, not one man absent* Tfaiu 
willing young battalion of French militia, officers and men, had 
accomplished the distance from Kingston to the battie-field of 
Chateauguay — 170 miles by water and 20 miles by land in 60 
hours of actual travel — a fact which deserves to be ranked by the 
side of the marvellous march of the Light Division of the British 
anny before the battle of Talavera, recorded with so much of just 
pride by the historian Napier. 

Thus it was, that three companies occupied the rearmost lines of 
defence prepared by de Salaberry, and being thus in the* rear, 
Daly's company had the proud satisfaction of repelling the Ameri- 
can flank attack on the ford. Of the men, therefore, engaged, all 
were French. Of the officers, four names indicate their British 
lineage. Their gallantry proved it, and proved further, how 
thoroughly in such a cause, and on such a field — should occasion 
ever occur — the people of French Canada may rely on the staunch 
co-operation of their fellow citizens of British extraction. 

The French population of Lower Canada are very proud of the 
victory of Chateauguay, and with just reason. The British popu- 
lation of the Upper Province had achieved a like success over the 
common enemy at Queenston Heights. It was gratifying to the 
natural pride of a great national origin, that the fortune of war 
should have thus equitably distributed her honourable distinctions. 
They had, moreover, a stronger motive, both for resentment and 
exultation. The American Government and democratic press^ 
with unexampled efirontery, had cast upon a race " sanapeur et 
sans reproche^^^ the dishonouring imputation of an easy political 
virtue. They had been charged with a readiness to violate plighted 
honour, and with disaffection to the British Crown. Truthful and 

• Vide United Seryice Journal, June, 1848. Gorresp* 
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generous in all relationg, whether of peace or war, tiiey resented 
this indignity, as a stain felt more keenly than a wound, and they 
gave the " Bostonais " their answer on the field of Ohateauguay. 

This noble and opportune service had Ihe effect of twenty victo- 
ries. Twenty days had hardly elapsed since the defeat of Proctor 
on the Thames. Muttered rumours of disaster had scarcely 
reached remote districts, ere the cloud of anxiety and doubt 
was dispelled by the exploit of Ohateauguay, and the Bed Gross 
Banner of England gleamed forth unsullied, in the light of that 
valour which it had so often encountered, proved, and respected, 
under the Lilies of France. 

Great Britain honoured this worthy feat of arms in a becoming 
manner. Standards were conferred upon the regiments engaged: 
A Battle Medal was given to every soldier. De Salaberry was 
made a Commander of the Bath. Sir George Prevost, who had 
ridden up from his quarters in the rear at the close of the action, 
extolled in a Despatch dated from Montreal on the 30th October, 
the conduct of the men engaged, and dwelt with superfluous com- 
placency '' on the determination of all classes of His Majesty's 
subjects to persevere in an honourable and loyal line of conduct," 
which upon that occasion, at least, nnght have been allowed to 
speak for itself. 

Queenston Heights and Ohateauguay are to ihe people of 
Oanada what Ohevy Ohace and the " Oombat des Trentes " were, 
in ihe olden time, to their martial ancesiary — ^the fountain and the 
nursery of traditions, which create character and foreshadow a 
national career not unworthy of the sources from whence tiiey 
spring. As ^^ the child is father to the man," so to nations, 
honourable traditions are the best guarantee of future greatness, 
and the descendants of those who fought on the battle fields of 
Oanada, accepting the obligations noble memories impose, are as 
proud of their antecedents, as tiiose who glory in the iron legend 
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of Beaumanoir and Bembro— of Knollys, Calverty, and Groqnart 
—or of those who, 

Wiih stoat Erie Percy there were slain, 

Sir John of Adgerton, 
Sir Hubert Ratcliffand Sir John, 

'Sir James the bold Heron. 

The " Combat des Trentes " is, probably, not so familiar to 
English ears, as the fierce Border foray immortalized in the Ballad 
of Chevy Chace. The story has been well told, is full of national 
uiterest, and is not an inappropriate pendant to scenes upon 
which the Canadian loves to linger. Both the " Combat des 
Trentes " and the " woeful hunting " of Chevy Chace, befell in 
the same century, but the encounter of the " Thirties " preceded 
that " on Cheviot side *' by many years. Chevy Chace dates 
probably from the year 1388. The " Combat des Trentes '* took 
place 27th March, 1361.* 

About twenty miles from the town of St. Malo, " St. MalOy 
beau port de Mer^'* on the river Ranee, stands the romantic town 
of Dinan, and, in a dell hard by, where ripen the best figs in 
Brittany, experto crede^ may still be seen the ruins of the Chateau 
and Monastery of Beaumanoir. Thirty-five years ago. the mailed 
effigies of the warriors of a half-forgotten race lay recumbent on 
their tombs in the chancel of the roofless abbey, spared by the 
ravages of revolution, but crumbling rapidly beneath those of time. 
The name of Beaumanoir was one of high renown in the days of 
du Guesclin and of Olivier de Clisson, when the English contested, 
on the soil of France itself, the suzerainetS of the French crown. 
The Lord of Beaumanoir was one of the leaders in this remarjiable 
'^ Combat des Trentes," of which the following account is given in 



♦ Battle of Otterbonrne (historically the same as 

the foray of Chevy Chace), ^ . . . August 15, 1388 

Combat des Trentes March 27, 1351 



COMBAT DBS TRBNTBS. 267 

the Histoire de Bretagne, quoted in a note to Johnes' edition of 
Froissart, Vol. II, p. 191 : — 

" After the death of Sir Thomas Daggeworth, the King 
appointed Sir Walter Bentley, Commander in Brittany. The 
English, being much irritated at the death of Daggeworth, and not 
being able to revenge themselyes on those who slew him, did so on 
the whole country, by burning and destroying it. The Marshal 
de Beaumanoir, desirous of putting a stop to this, sent to Bembro, 
who commanded in Plodrmel, for a passport to hold a conference 
with him. The Marshal reprobated the conduct of the English, 
and high words passed between them ; for Bembro had been the 
companion in arms to Daggeworth. At last, one of them proposed 
a combat of thirty on each side. The place appointed for it was 
at the half-way oak tree between Josselin and Plo^rmel, and the 
day was fixed for the 27th March, 1351, being the fourth Sunday 
in Lent. Beaumanoir chose nine knights and twenty-one esquires. 
Bembro could not find a sufficient number of English in his garrison 
— there were but twenty — the remainder were Germans and 
Bretons. Bembro first entered the field of battle, and drew up his 
•troop. Beaumanoir did the same. Each made a short harangue 
to his men, exhorting them to support their own honour and that 
of their nation. Bembro added, that there was an old prophecy of 
Merlin, which promised victory to the English. The signal was 
given for the attack. Their arms were not similar, for each was 
to choose such as he liked. Billefort fought with a mallet 25 lbs. 
weight, and others with what arms they cl^ose. The advantage at 
first was with the English, as the Bretons had lost five of their men. 
Beaumanoir exhorted them not to mind this, as they stopped to 
take breath ; when each party having had some refreshment, iiie 
combat was renewed. Bembro was killed. On seeing this, Cro- 
quart cried out, ' Compagnons, don't let us think of the prophe- 
cies of Merlin, but depend on our courage and arms ; keep your- 
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selves close together, be firm, and fight as I do.' Beaumanoir, 
being wounded, was quitting the field to quench his thirst, when 
Oeoffry du Bois called out, * Beaumanoir, drink thy blood, and 
thy hurt will go off/ This made him ashamed and return to the 
battle. The Bretons at last gained the day, by one of their party 
breaking, on horseback, the ranks of the English — the greater part 
of whom were killed. Knollys, Calverty, and Croquart were 
made prisoners, and carried to the Castle of Josselin. Tintimiac 
on tiie side of the Bretons, and Croquart on the English, obtained 
the prize of valour. Such was the issue of this famous Combat 
of Thirty, so glorious to the Bretons, but which decided nothing 
as to the possession of the Duchy of Brittany.^' * 

• The Chronicler adds in the text, with respect to Croquart, " He was ori- 
ginally but a poor boy, and had been page to the Lord d'Ercle in Holland. He 
had the reputation of being the most expert man-at-arms of the country. He 
was said to be worth 40,000 crowns, not including his horses, of which he had 
twenty or thirty, very handsome and strong, and of a deep roan colour. King 
John offfered to knight him, and to marry him very richly if he would quit the 
English party, and promised to give him 2,000 livres a year ; but Croquart 
would not listen to him. It chanced one day as he was riding a young horse, 
which he had just purchased for 300 crowns, and was putting him to his full 
speed, that the horse ran away with him, and in leaping a ditch, stumbled into 
it, and broke his master's neck." Such was the end of Croquart. 
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The anonymous correspondent through whose valuable agency the inter^ 
esting narrative of a " T^moin oculaire " has been revived, after an oblivion of 
fifty years, expatiates on the apparent apathy of his fellow countrymen, and 
points to the monument on Queenston Heights as an example and a reproach. 
He asks why nothing has been done to commemorate the scene of this great 
national exploit, and to point out to posterity the battle field of Ohateauguay. 
This writer will be pleased to hear that the subject has not been altogether 
neglected, and that although much remains to be done, a step has been taken 
in the right direction, which, it is hoped, may lead to more practical results. 
There is, in the immediate vicinity of the battle field, a piece of Ordnance pro- 
perty, in superficies about five acres, occupied by an old block house. On the 
suggestion of the officer in charge, this piece of land has been set apart as the 
»ite of a future national monument. Through the active instrumentality of the 
Hon. Sir Etienne Tach^, the Hon. George E. Gartier, Attorney General, and 
the Hon. P. Tankoughnet, then Commissioner of Crown Lands, an Order in 
Council was passed, dated 7th December, 1859, " reserving this piece of land 
from sale, and appropriating it for the purpose of erecting a monument comme* 
morative of that distinguished feat of Canadian arms — the Battle of Ohateau- 
guay.** 
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No. 1. 

{Extracted from the Report of the Loyal and Patriotic Society of Upper 
Cartada, Published, Montreal, Lower Canada, 1817. Printed by 
WiUiam Gray,) 

To Thomas Jefferson, Esquire, of MonticeHo, Exrpresident of the 
United States of America, 

Sir, 

In your letter to a member of Congress, recently published, 
respecting the sale of your library,* I perceive that you are angry 
with the British for the destruction of the public buildings at Wash- 
ington, and attempt, with your accustomed candour, to compare that 
transaction to the devastations committed by the Barbarians in the 
middle ages. As you are not ignorant of the mode of carrying on the 
war adopted by your friends, you must have known that it was a small 

*MoNTiOBLLO, 21st Sept., 1814. 
<* Dbab Sib,-— .... I learn from the newspapers that the yandalism of our 
enemy has triumphed at Washington over science as well as the arts, by the 
destruction of the public library, with the noble edifice in which it was depos- 
ited. Of this transaction, as that of Oopenhagen, the world will entertain but 
one sentimeAt. They will see a nation suddenly withdrawn from a great war, 
full armed and full handed) taking advantage of another, whom they had 
recently forced into it — unarmed and unprepared— to indulge themselves in 
acts of barbarism which do not belong to a civilized age.'' 

8 
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retaliatioQ after redress had been revised for burnings and depredations, 
not only of public but private property, committed by them in Canada ; 
but we are too well acquainted with your hatred to Great Britain to 
look for truth or candour in any statement of yours where she is con- 
cerned. It is not for your information, therefore, that I relate in this 
letter those acts of the army of the United States in the Canadas, which 
provoked the conflagration of the public buildings at Washington, 
because you are well acquainted with them already; but to shew the 
world that to the United States and not to Great Britain must be 
charged all the miseries attending a mode of warfare originating with 
them, and unprecedented in modem times. 

A stranger to the history of the last three years, on reading this part 
of your letter, would naturally suppose that Great Britain, in the pride 
of power, had taken advantage of the weak and defenceless situation of 
the United States to wreak her vengeance upon them. But what would 
be his astonishment when told that the nation, said to be unarmed and 
unprepared, had provoked and first declared the war, and carried it on 
ofiensively for two years, with a ferocity unexampled, before the British 
had the means of making effectual resistance. War was declared against 
Great Britain by the United States of America in June, 1812, — 
Washington was taken in August, 1814. Let us see in what spirit your 
ucountrymen carried on the war during this interval. 

In July, 1812, General Hull invaded the British province of Upper 
Oanada, and took possession of the town of Sandwich. He threatened 
'Q^ a proclamation) to exterminate the inhabitants if they made any 
resistance ; he plundered those with whom he had been in habits of 
intimacy for years before the war — their plate and linen were found in 
his possession after his surrender to General Brock ; he marked out the 
loyal subjects of the King as objects of peculiar resentment, and con- 
signed their property to pillage and ^conflagration. In autumn, 1812, 
some houses and bams were 'burnt iby the American forces near "Bmi 
Erie, in 'Upper Canada. ' 

In April, 1813, the |)tiWie ibuildfaigs at York, the captal of Upper 
^Canada, were burnt .bj 4lie itobps of the United Stiites, cohtraiy io 
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tine articles of oapittiktioii. They oansbted of two elegant halls, with 
oonvenient offices, for the aeoommodation of the legislatore and of the 
courts^ of justice. The library and all the papers and records belonging 
to these institutions were consumed at the same time. The church was 
robbed, and the town library totally pillaged. Commodore Chauncey, 
who has generally behaved honourably, was so aiiMmedof this last trans- 
action, that he endeavoured to collect the books belonging to the public 
library, and actually sent back two boxes filled with them, but hardly 
any were complete. Much private property was plundered, and several 
houses left in a state of ruin. Can you tell me. Sir, ^e reason why the . 
public buildings and library at Washington should be held more sacred 
than those at York ? A false and ridiculous story is told of a scalp 
having been found above the Speaker's chair, mtended as an ornament. 

In June, 1813, Newark came into the possession of your army (after 
the capture of Fort Gkorge), and its inhabitants were r^atedly promised 
protection to themselves and property, both by General Dearborn and 
Oeneral Boyd. In the midst of these professions, the most respectable 
of them, although non-combatants, were made prisoners and sent into 
the United States ; the two churches were burnt to the ground ; detach- 
ments were sent, under the direction of British traitors, to pillage the 
loyal inhabitants in the neighbouriiood, and to carry them away captive; 
many farm houses were burnt during the summer ; imd at length, to fill 
up the measure of iniquity, the whole of the beautiful village of Newark, 
with so short a previous intimation as to amount to none, was consigned 
to the flames. The wretched inhabitants had scarcely time to save 
themselves, much lefi» any of their property. More than four hundred 
/women and children were exposed without shdter on the night of the 
ilQth. of December, to ihe intense cold of a Canadian winter, and great 
ttumbers must have perished, had not the flight of your troops, after 
perpetrating this ferocious aet, enabled ihe inhahita&ts of the eountry to 
mnOQ in to their relief. 

Your friend Mr. Madison has attempted to jnstify this cruel deed 
on the. plea that it was^ neeessaryr lor ; the defence of Fort Qeorge. Nothing 
can be more false. The villf^ was swie distance from rtbe.&rt; and 
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instead of tJunking to defend it, General McClure was actually retreating 
to his own shore when he caused Newark to be burnt. This officer says 
that he acted in conformity with the orders of his government ; the 
government, finding their justification useless, disavow his conduct. 
McClure appears to be the fit agent of such a government. He not 
only complies with his instructions, but refines upon them by choosing a 
day of intense frost, giving the inhabitants almost no warning till the 
fire began, and commencing the conflagration in the night. 

In Nov., 1813, the army of your friend General Wilkinson committed 
great depredations in its progress through the eastern district of Upper 
Canada, and was proceeding to systematic pillage, when the commander 
got frightened, and fled to his own shore, on finding the population in 
that district inveterately hostile. 

The history of the two first campaigns proves, beyond dispute, that you 
had reduced fire and pillage to a regular system. It was hoped that the 
severe retaliation taken for the burning of Newark, would have put a 
stop to a practice so repugnant to the manners and habits of a civilized 
age; but so far was this from being the case, that the third campaign 
exhibits equal enormities. General Brown laid waste the country 
between Chippewa and Fort Erie, burning miUs and private houses, and 
rendering those not consumed by fire, uninhabitable. The pleasant 
village of St. David was burnt by his army when about to retreat. 

On the 15th of May a detachment of the American army, under 
Colonel Campbell, landed at Long Point, district of London, Upper 
Canada, and on that and the following day, pillaged and laid waste as 
much of the adjacent country as they could reach. They burnt the 
village of Dover, with the mills, and all the mills, stores, distillery, and 
dwelling houses in the vicinity, carrying away such property as was 
portable, and killing the cattle. The property taken and destroyed on 
this occasion, was estimated at fifty thousand dollars. 

On the 16th of August some American troops and Indians from 
Detroit, surprised the settlement of Port Talbot, where they committed 
the most atrocious acts of violence, leaving upwards of 234 men, women, 
and children in a state of nakedness and want. 
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^^On tbe 20th of September, a second excursion was made by the garri- 
^r^n of Detroit, spreading fire and pillage through the settlements in the 
^restem district of Upper Canada. Twenty-seven families, on this occa- 
sion, were reduced to the greatest distress Early in 

^^ovember. General McArthur, with a large body of mounted Kentuckians 
and Indians, made a rapid march through the western and part of the 
London districts, burning all the mills, destroying provisions, and 
Hving upon the inhabitants. If there was less private plunder than usual, 
it was because the invaders had no moans of carrying it away. 

On our part. Sir, the war has been carried on in the most forbearing 
manner. During the two first campaigns, we abstained from any acts of 
retaliation, notwithstanding the great enormities which we have mentioned. 
It was not till the horrible destruction of Newark, attended with so many 
aots of atrocity, that we burnt the villages of Lewiston, Buffalo, and 
Black Rock. At this our commander paused. He pledged himself to 
prooW no farther, on the condition of your returning to the rules of 
Intimate warfare. Finding you pursuing the same system this last 
campaign, instead of destroying the towns and villages within his reach, 
to which he had conditionally extended his protection, he applied to 
Admiral Cochrane to make retaliation upon the coast. The Admiral in- 
formed Mr. Monroe of the nature of this application, and his determina- 
tion to comply, unless compensation was made for the private property 
wantonly destroyed in Upper Canada. No answer was returned for 
several weeks, during which time Washington was taken. At length a 
letter, purporting to be answered, arrived, in which the Secretary dwells 
with much lamentation on the destruction of the public buildings at 
Washington ; which, notwithstanding the destruction of the same kind 
of buildings in the capital of Upper Canada, he affects to consider without 
a parallel in modern times. So little regard has he for truth, that, at the 
very moment of his speaking of the honour and generosity practised by 
his government in conducting the war, General McArthur was directed 
by the President to proceed upon his burning excursion. 

Perhaps you will bring forward the report of the Committee appointed 
by Congress to inquire into British cruelties, and to class them under the 
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heads fornifidied by Mr. Madison, as an o&et for the &cts that have been 
mentioned. The Committee must have found the subject extremely bar- 
ren, as only one report has seen the light; but since tiie artides of 
accusation are before the public, and have been quoted by the enemies of 
England as capable of ample proof, let us give them a brief examination: 

1st. Ill-treatme4t of American prisoners. 

2nd. Detention of American prisoners as British subjects, under the 
pretext of their being bom on British territory, or of naturalization. 

3rd. Detention of sailors as prisoners, because they w^re in England 
when war was declared^ 

4th. Forced service of American sailors, pressed on board English 
men-of-war. 

5th. Violence of flags of truce. 

6th. Bransom of American prisoners taken by the savages in the service 
of England; 

7th. Pillage and destruction of private property in , the bay of CKesa- 
peake, and ihe neighbouring country. 

8. Massacre of American prisoners surrendered to the officers of Great 
Britain by the savages engaged in its service. Abandoning to the savages 
the corpses of American prisoners killed by the Englii^, into whose 
hands they had been surrendered^ Pillage and murder of American 
citizens, who had repaired to the English under the assurance of their 
protection ; the burning of their houses. 

9th. Cruelties exercised at Hampton, in Virginia. 

1st. lU-toeatment of Amerieangprisoners^ 

General Brock sent all the militia taken s^ Detroit home on their 
parole, accompanied by a guard to protect them £rom the Indians^ 
detaining only the r^ulars, whom he sent to Quebec, where they met 
with the most liberal treatment, as the honest among them. have fre- 
quently confessed. Qeneral Sheaffe acted in the same manner after the 
battle of Queenston, keeping the regulars, and dismissing the militia on 
their parole. Nor was this liberal course departed from, till the gross 
misconduct d! the American government, in liberating, without exchange^ 
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those so sent home, and in carrying away non-combatants, and seizing 
the whole inhabitants of the districts which they invaded, rendered it 
absolutely necessary. 

When they were not able to take all the armed inhabitants away, they 
made those they left sign a parole — a conduct never known in the annals 
of war — the conditions of which not only precluded them from afterwards 
bearing arms, but from giving, in any manner, their services to govern- 
ment, The farmers were dragged out of their houses, and carried into 
the States. Clergymen were forced to give their parole; in fine, it 
appeared to make no difference whether a man was in arms or not, — ^he 
was sure to experience the same treatment. 

Many people, when prisoners, have been treated in the most infamous 
manner. Officers, though sick and wounded, have been forced to march 
on foot through the country ; while American officers taken by us, were 
conveyed in boats or carriages to the place of destination. 

Our captured troops have been marched, as spectacles, through the 
towns, although you affect to complain of HulFs and other prisoners 
being marched publicly into Montreal. The officers of the 41st Kegiment 
were confined in the penitentiary, at Kentucky, among felons of the most 
infamous description. They were treated with harshness, often with 
cruelty; and persons who wished to be kind to them were insulted by the 
populace. 

Even the stipulations respecting prisoners, agreed to by the American 
government, have been most shamefully broken. Sir George Prevost and 
Mr. Madison .agreed that all prisoners taken before the 15th day of 
ApriJ, 1814, should be exchanged on or before the 15th day of May last, 
to be conveyed into their respective countries by the nearest routes. On 
th^t d^y the Oovernor-in-Chief, faithful to his engagements, sent home 
every American prisoner; but the government of the United States 
seemed for a long time to have totally forgotten the stipulation. A few 
prisoners were sent back in June, but many of the officers and all the 
soldiers of the 41st Eegiment were detained till towards the end of 
October. To the soldiers of this regiment (as indeed to all others) every 
tem{»ta.tion had been presented, to induce them to desert and enlist ia 
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their service, by money, land, &o. After it was found impossible to per- 
suade any number of tbem to do so, tbe American government encamped 
them, for nearly two months, in a pestilential marsh near Sanduslg^, 
without any covering. There, having neither shelter nor the necessary 
quantity of provisions, they all got sick, many died ; and, in October, the 
remainder were sent to Long Point, sick, naked and miserable. From 
this place they could not be conveyed, till clothes had been sent to cover 
their nakedness. Great numbers sunk under their calamities, and the 
utmost care and attention were required to save any of them alive. Such 
an accumulation of cruelty was never exhibited before. 

The government of the United States assumed the prerogative of 
relieving officers from parole, without exchanging them ; and even Com- 
modore Rodgers took twelve seamen out of a cartel, as it was proceeding 
to Boston Bay, and was justified for this outrage by his government. 

2nd. Detention of American prisoners as British subjects. 

It is notorious that a great many of the American army have been 
British subjects since the commencement of the war ; and, had we deter- 
mined to punish these traitors with death, if found invading our terri- 
tories, and, after giving them warning, acted up to such a determination, 
it would have been strictly right ; and in such case very few would have 
entered Canada. While these persons act merely as militia, defending 
their adopted country against invasion, some lenity might be shown 
them ; but when they march into the British Provinces for the sake of 
conquest, they ought to be considered traitors to their king and country? 
and treated accordingly. 

3rd. Detention of sailors as prisoners, because they were in England 
when war was declared. 

This accusation is ridiculous, bb sailors are always considered in the 
first class of combatants ; but it comes with an ill grace from those who 
have detained peaceable British subjects, engaged in civil life, and 
banished, fifteen miles from the coast, those of them who happened to be 
in America at the declaration of war, and treated them, almost in every 
respect, like prisoners of war, according to Bonaparte^s example. 

4th. Forced service of American sailors, pressed on board of English 
jnen-of-war. 
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TMs accusation has been often made, but never oonpled with the offer 
of Mr. Forster, to discharge every American so detained, on being fat- 
nished with the list. The list was never fnmished. 

5th. Violence of flags of truce. 

This accusation of Mr. Madison contains about as much truth as those 
that have been already examined. We shall give two examples of the 
treatment experienced by the bearesc^ of flags of truce from the British 
army. 

Major Fulton, aide-de-camp to General Sir Gteorge Prevost, was stopped 
by Major Forsyth, of the United States army, at the outposts, who 
insultied him most grossly, endeavoured to seize his despatches, and 
threatened to put him to death. So much ashamed were Forsyth's supe- 
riors at this outrage, that he was sent for a short time to the rear. 

General Proctor sent Lieut. Le Breton to General Harrison, after the 
battle of Moravian Town, to ascertain our loss of officers and me^ ; but, 
instead of sending him back. General Harrison detained him many weeks, 
took him round the lake, and, after all, did not furnish him with the re- 
quired information, which had been otherwise procured in the meantime. 

6th. Ransom of American prisoners, taken by the savages in the 
service of England. 

Some nations of the natives were at war with the Americans, long be- 
fore hostilities commenced against England ; many others not. When 
attempts were made to conquer the Canadas, the Indians beyond our ter- 
ritories, part by choice and part by solicitation, came and joined us as 
allies; while those within the Provinces had as, great an interest in 
defending them, as the other proprietors of the soil. To mitigate as 
much as possible the horrors of war, it was expressly and repeatedly told 
the Indians that scalping the dead, and killing prisoners or unresisting 
enemies, were practices extremely repugnant to our feelings, and no 
presents would be given them but for prisoners. This, therefore, instead 
of becoming an article of accusation, ought to have excited their gratitu e' 
for the presence and authority of a British force uniformly -tended to 
secure the lives of all who were defenceless, and all who surrendered. It 
almost without exception saved the lives of our enemies ; yet the Amen- 
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cm govermnenfc brands ua ag worse than. savages, for fighting by the side 
of Ibdianfii, andi at first Uireatened, our. extermination if we did so, 
although they employed all the Indians they could. Many individuals 
have acknowledged their obligation to us for having been saved by the 
benevolent imd humane, exertions of our officers and troops ; but no officer 
of rank ever had the justice tp make a public acknowledgment. The 
^ith accusation is much the same as this, and must have been separated 
in order to multiply the number of articles. It is notorious that some 
British soldiers have beenMled by the Indians, protecUng their prisoners. 
Thi» was the case at General Winqh^ter'a defeat, and at General Clay's, 
The^ grossest exaggerations have beea published. General Winchester 
was declared: in all the AmerieaA ps^rs to haVe been scalped, and 
mangled in. the most horrid manner> when he was in his quarters at 
Qirabec; In a General Order, dated Kingston, 26th July, 1813, among 
other things respecting Indians^ it is^ said^ that the head-money for the 
ppbsoners of war brought in by the ; Indian wiarriors, is to be immediately 
paid by the Commissariat, npoa the certificate of the general officer comr 
manding the division with whi<$b they are acting at the time. Let us now 
see how the poor Indians are treated by the 4^mericans, after promising 
that they have done their utmost to employ as many Ijidians as possible 
agunst US; It is a fact that the first scalp taken this war was by the 
Aimerioans^ at the river Canacd, between Sandwich and Amherstburgh^ 
M this place an Indian wa^ killed^ by. the: advance of General Hull's 
aonyy and immediately scaljpedi^ 

A* the skirmish of Brownston^seveEalilndians M, and were scalped by 
the American troops. 

The Eentuckians were commonly armed with a tomahawk and long 
aealping-knife ; and burned Indiana as a pasUme. 

At the river Au Eaidn, Captain Caldwell, of the Indian department^ 
saved aa^^erican officer from;, the Indians^ and, as he was leading him- 



* An Indian never scalps his enemy until after he is dead, and does so to 
preserve a proof or token of his victory. 



off, the uDgratefiil monster stabbed, hiia un: the neck, on which, he waSr 
killed by Capt. Caldwdl's friends. 

The American troops, nnder General. Winchester, killed an Indian ia. 
a; skirmish near the river Au Baisin, on the ISth January, 1813, andi 
tore him literally to pieces, which so exasperated the Indians, that theyr 
refused burial to the Americans killed on the 22nd. The Indian hero,. 
Tecnmseh, after being kiUed, was literally flayed in part by the Americans,, 
and his skin carried off as a trophy. 

Twenty Indian women and children, of the Backapoo nation, were. 
Inhumanly put to death by the Americans a short time ago, near Prairie,, 
on the Illinois Biver, after driving their husbands into a morass, whone: 
they perished with cold and hung^^ Indian towns were burnt as an; 
amusement, or common-place practice. All this, however, is nothing, 
compared to the recent massacre of the Greeks. General Coffee, in hior 
letter to General Jackson, dated 4th November, 1813, informs him that 
he surrounded the Indian towns at Tullushatches, in the night, with nine, 
hundred men ; that, about an hour after sunrise, he was discovered by 
the enemy, who endeavoured, though taken by surprise, to make somei.. 
resistance. In a few minutes the last warrior of them was killed* He 
mentioned the number of warriors seen dead to be 186, and supposes as, 
many among the weeds as would make them up two hundred. He oonr^ 
fesses that some of the women and children were killed, owing to the 
warriors mixing with their families. He mentions taking only eightyrfour 
prisoners of women and children. Now, it is evident that, in a villag)d^ 
containing two hundred yraxriors, there must have been nearly as many 
women and men, perhaps more ; and, unquestionably, the number o£ 
children exceeded the men and women together. What, then, became, 
of all these? Neither does General Coffee mention the old men. Such 
things speak for themselves. The poor Indians fought, it appears, withr 
bows and arrows, and were able only to kill five Americans. Their situa^ 
tion was too remote, for them to receive assistance from the British* 
Their lands were wanted, and they must be exterminated. S^nce this 
period, the greater part of the nation has been massacred by General 
Jackson, who destooyed them wantonly^ in cold blood. There was noi. 
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reBistance, if we except individual ebullition of despair, wben it was found 
that there was no mercy. Jackson mentions, ezultingly, that the morning 
after he had destroyed a whole village, sixteen Indians were* discovered 
hid under the bank of the river, who were dragged out and murdered* 
Upon these inhuman exploits, President Madison only remarks to Con* 
gross, that the Greeks had received a salutary chastisement, which would 
make a lasting impression upon their fears. The cruelties exercised 
against these wretched nations are without a parallel, except the coldness 
and apathy with which they are glossed over by the President. Such is 
the conduct of the humane government of the United States, which is 
incessantly employed, as they pretend, in civilizing the Indians. But it 
is time to finish this horrid detail. We shall, therefore, conclude with a 
short extract from a letter of the Spanish Governor of East Florida, 
Benigno Garzia, to Mr. Mitchell, Governor of the State of Georgia, to 
Aow that the policy of the government of the United States, in r^ard 
to the Indians, is now generally known : 

" The Province of East Florida may be invaded in time of profound 
peace, the planters ruined, and the population of the capital starved, and, 
according to your doctrine, all is fair ; they are a set of outlaws if they 
resist. The Indians are to be insulted, threatened, and driven from their 
lands ; if they resist, nothing less than extermination is to be their fate." 

7th and 9th. — Pillage and destruction of private property, in the Bay 
of Chesapeake and the neighbouring country, and cruelties exercised at 
Hampton, in Virginia. 

It requires astonishing effrontery to make these articles of accusation, 
after the depredations and cruelties committed by the army of the United 
States in the Canadas. 

In the attack upon Craney Islands, some boats in the service of Great 
Britain ran aground. In this situation they made signals of surrender; 
but the Americans continued to fire upon them from the shore. Many 
of them jumped into the water, and swam towards land ; but they were 
shot as they approached, without mercy. A few days after, Hampton was 
taken, and some depredations were committed by the foreign troops who 
had seen some of their comrades so cruelly massacred : but before any 
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fiiaterial damage was done, they were remanded on board. Several letters 
from Hampton mention the behaviour of the British, while there, as highly 
meritorious, and contradict the vile calumnies of the Democratic print, 
which Mr. Madison copies in his message to Congress. 

This brief account of the conduct of your government and army, since 
the commencement of hostilities (which might have been greatly ex- 
tended), will fill the world with astonishment at the forbearance of Great 
Britain, in suffering so many enormities, and such a determined departure 
from the laws of civilized warfare, to pass so long without signal punish- 
ment. 

Before finishing this letter, permit me, Sir, to remark, that the destruc- 
tion of the public buildings at Washington entitled the British to your 
gratitude and praise, by affording you a noble opportunity of proving 
your devotion to your country. In former times, when you spoke of the 
magnitude of your services, and the fervour of your patriotism, your 
political enemies were apt to mention your elevated situation, and the 
greatness of your salary. But, by presenting your library a free-will 
offering to the nation, at this moment of uncommon pressure, when the 
Treasury is empty, and every help to the acquisition of knowledge is so 
very necessary to keep the government from sinking, you would have 
astonished the world with one solitary action in your political life wor- 
thy of commendation. 

Nor are your obligations to the British army unimportant, though you 

have not aspired to generous praise. An opportunity has been given you 

of disposing of a library at your own price, which, if sold volume by 

volume, would have fetched nothing. You have, no doubt, seen that 

old libraries do not sell well after the death of the proprietors ; and, with 

a lively attention to your own interests, you take advantage of the 

times. 

I am, Sir, 

With due consideration, &c., 

(Signed,) JOHN STEACHAN, D.D., 

Treasurer of the Loyal and Patriotio 
Society of Upper Canada. 
York, 30Ui January, 1815. 
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No. 2. 

BATAILLE DE CHATEAUGUAY. 

M. l'^diteur, — II y a cinquante ans que 300 braves donnment k Tu- 
nivers entier le spectacle d'un des plus beaux fails d'armes dont peut se 
glorifier notre jeune pays. Sur la frOnti^re de leur patrie, animus da 
courage chevaleresque que leur avait legu^ leurs anc§tres et marcbant sur 
les pas de leur valeureux cbef, De Salaberry, ils repoussent et mettent en 
fiiite une arm^e infiniment sup^rieure quant au nombre et .pleine de 
Torgueil que lui inspirait ses prouesses passes. Sans doute, Monsieur 
r^diteur, vousavez d^j4 compris, et le viotorieux nom de " Cb^teauguay" 
est venu involontairement se placer sur vos l^vres, ce nom rempli d'^mo- 
tions et tout palpitant d4nt^r§t, mais bdlas I tomb^ dans Toubli^ Quoi ! un 
demi-si^cle est k peine encore 6coul^, nous poss^dons encore au milieu 
de nous quelques uns de ces anciens v^t^rans qui virent le drapeau ^toil^ 
s'enfuir devant la bravoure toute frangaise de nos " Voltigeurs," et o^an- 
moins la plus belle page de notre bistoire est ignor^e par une grande 
partie d^ la jeunesse canadienne. Cette memorable joum^e, qui fait p^ 
lir Tassertion mensong^re qui met en doute la bravoure et le courage du 
Canadien-frangais, devrait §tre grav^e dans le coeur de tout bon citoyen, 
etsam^moire consacr^e par quelque marque publique qui la transmettrait 
k la post^rit^ la plus recul^e. II y a quelques ann^es, avec grande pompe, 
on posait la premiere pierre d'un monument 6\eY4 au g^n^ral Brock et k 
son aide-de-camp, le colonel McDonald. Pourquoi le Bas-Canada ne 
ferait-il pas ce qu'a fait le Haut ? Pourquoi un monument, t^moignage 
irrecusable de notre v^n^ration, ne s'ei6verait-il pas sur la tombe 
du bdros Canadien comme sur celle du Breton ? Est-ce qu'aux plaines 
de Cb&teauguay ne se rattachent pas d'aussi glorieux souvenirs qu'aux 
" Queenston's Heights ?" Oh I oui, et oependant, sur le champ qui ren- 
ferme les ossements de nos pdres, Toeil ne rencontre pas m^me la simple 
petite croix de bois ^ laquelle le fils religieux peut aller suspendre une 
couronne de laurier. Qu'on fl^ve done un marbre k oeux qui d^fendirent 
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A vaillamment ndtre sbl coiitlie riuvasKm ^ang^re, eomme k 
iomb6s poar la defense de nos droits dvils et politiques ; on bien, ndenK 
encore, qu'un setd couvre leurs oendresiktoiis, et qn-il dise a«x ^trangeiB 
qui yisitent le pays qu'arrodent h St. Laurent, FOttowa et le Si^enay, 
que les Canadiens-frangais, euz atiad, ont^u dans le pass^ leurs brafM 
et leurs martyres. 

Habtosl. 
Montreal, 15 Janvier 1 863. 

P.S. €i-inolus, yo]^ trouvere?, M. i'^teur, le r^it de r^y^nement 
nu^orable au<piel je fais allusion dans la coirespondance ci-dessus; j'es- 
pdre que vous le publierez, persuade qu'il sera lu avec le plus grand 
ploisir par vos lecteurs. Je fais Teztrait suivant d'un anci^o. journal. 

3 novembre 1813. 
Comme tin detail cirG6nstaiH»:6 de Paffaire r^nte Bur la riviere de 
Gfa&teauguay pourrait ne pas d^aire ^ voa leeteurs, je vous prie d'ins^ 
ter dans votre gazette I'dbau^e suivante. Qaelque diffuse et quelqae 
d^fectueuse qu'elle soit/ comme desctriptio% efle a au moins le m^ite de 
Tezaotitude, ayant ^t^ ^erite par nn 

T^MOIN OOITLAIRB. 

L'arm^ amdricaine stationn^ k Four Comers^ sous le g^n^ral Hamp- 
ton, apr^ avoir si longtemps fix^ Tattention de nos troupes, commenga- 
enfin. k s'approcher de nos fronti^res, le 21 du mois dernier. Le m§me 
jour, vers 4 heures de Tapr^midi, son avant-garde poussa notre piquet 
stationn^ k Piper's Eoad, k environ dix lieues de T^glise de Chdteau- 
ga&j, Aussitdt que le majpr Henry, de la milice de Beaubarnais, com- 
mandant k la riviere des Anglais, etlt re9U avis de Tapprocbe de Ten- 
nemi, il en informa le major De Watteville et fit avancer immddiatement 
Ifls capitaines L^vesque et Debartzch aveo les compagnies du flanodu 
Mme bataillon de la milice inoorpor^, et environ deux cents bommes de 
la division de Beaubarnais. Oette force s'avanga d'environ deux lieues 
cette nuit-l^, et s'arrSta a Tentr^e d'un bois au travers duquel il n'aurait 
paiEl 4t6 prudent de passer. Le lendemain au matin, de bonne beure, lis 
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forent joints par le lieat.-col. De Salaberry, aveo ses Yoltigeurs, et la 
oompagnie l^^re du capitaine Ferguson, da raiment canadien. Le 
lieut.-colonel De Salaberrj remonta k pr^ d'nne lieue sur la rive gauche 
de la rin^re, ^ Tautre extr^mitd, et une patrouille de Tennemi s'^tant 
montrde k quelque distance, il fit faire halte k sa petite force. Le lieute- 
nant-colonel, qui avait eu Tavantage de reconnaitre tout le pays au-dessus 
de Ch&teauguay dans une expedition sur la fronti^re amdricaine, quel- 
ques semaines auparavant, savait que le bord de la riviere ne pouvait 
foumir une meilleure position. Le bois ^tait rempli de ravines profon- 
des, sur quatre desquelles il ^tablit quatre lignes«de defense, Tune apr^s 
I'autre. Les premieres lignes dtaient distantes Tune de Tautre d'environ 
deux cents pas ; la quatri^me dtait k pen pr^ uh demi>mille en arri^re, 
et commandait sur la rive droite de la riviere un gud qu'il ^tait tr^impor- 
tant de d^fendre, afin de prot^ger la rive gaucbe. II fit faire sur cha- 
oune des ces lignes une esp^e de parapet qui s'^tendait k quelque dis- 
tance dans le bois, pour garantiir sa droite. Le parapet sur la premiere 
ligne formait un angle obtus k la droite du chemin, et s^^tendait le long 
des detours du foss^. Toute cette premiere journee fut employee k fortL 
fier cette position, qui, quant k la force, ne lecMe k pas une de celles 
qu'on aurait pu choisir. Elle avait aussi Pavantage de forcer Fennemi, 
s'il etait dispose k attaquer, de traverser une grande etendue de terrain 
inliabit6 et de s'eioigner de ses ressources, tandis qu'au contraire nos 
troupes avaient tout k souhait et etaient bien soutenues k Farri^re. 

La rive droite de la riviere etait oouverte d*un bois epais, et Ton eut 
aussi soin de se mettre en garde aupr^ du gue, et Ton posta en avant de 
I'autre un piquet de soixante hommes de la milice de Beauharnais. 

Le lieutenant-colonel ne borna pas son attention aux ouvrages ci-dessus. 
Pour assurer sa protection davantage, il ordonna k un parti de trente 
bttoherons, de la division de Beauharnais, d'aller en avant de la premie 
fa'gne, afin de detruire les ponts, et de faire des abatis. En consequence, 
tous les ponts furent detruits dans Fespace d'une lieue et demie, et il Ait 
fiiit un abatis formidable k environ an mille en avant de la premiere 
ligne, s'etendant da bord de la riviere k trob ou quatre arpents dans le 
boiS; oil il joignait, sur la droite^ une terre marecageuse, ou iavanne^ par 



laqueUe il 4Ua.t pnifiqtie impossible dd passdf. Les qtiiitxei ligti^ if^^t 
ainsi compliMieineat k ooaveri Oti savait bien que Fetiiiemi avait ane 
dixaine de canons, et il Ini deveiiait iMpod&ible de les amener* 

G'est ^ la totee de k ]positidn oboisie et fortift^ de k sorte, ainsi qn'4 
llidro^bme de tiotre p^te ans^j que nous deyons la viotoire brillante qui 
a ^t^ obtenne. lies talettin et Tbabileij^ d'nn officier oommaiidant ne se 
distingnent pas ifioins sans donte dans le eboil de son terrain avant la 
bataille, qtte daiis la disposition de ses troupes au ibtt de la m§l^ ^ et Ton 
lie fera que tendre justix^ au lieutenant-colonel De Salatoty eft di^nt qtie 
hd setil doit dtre lou^ de VmirimffmeiU admitaUe Uabli jxm' la di/erue 
ds son postB, t 

Aprte que le oobitel De Salabeny etit fait c^is dispcnntiond judideusdi, 
16 majo^g^n^ De Watteyilld tint voir son oaAipj et M fit I'bbnneuir 
d'approuver tout oe qu'il atalit fidt. 

Quoique les abatis eusseiit 4t6 acbev^le siBOond, m tint oontinuellement 
eu cet ehdrdit des partis de iaravailleura, aAti de le rendi^d encore plus finr- 
midable ; bu ehtoya des trbupes en avant pouJr les ptot^Qeitj et il y avait 
idt^ours en outre ft I'arrito un piquet Udmbreux. Le 29 du mols fass6, 
Vtei diz benres du matin, une aVaht-garde de Fennemi Vint k poirt^ de 
BQOusquei de Fabaiis. Le lieutenant Guy, des YoItigeurB, qoi ^tidt en 
fbont avee une vfi^^iame de ses homtaies, hi cohthdbt de teetlet aprds 
alimr ^bai^ quelques coups de fdsib, et fut soutenu pat le lieutenattt 
^obiison, du m§me corps, qui cotdmatidiut le piquet & Farri^ des travail- 
lenrs, qtii se virent dand la n^eodtj de retndter et ne se rei^Edrent pas ft 
Fouvrage de tout le jour. 

Dte que h Hidutenatit^xdonel De dalabeny diit entendu le iTeu, 9 partit 
du front de la pr^mi^ ligne. H prit aveo hd ia!(nA &mp6g6M du cftpl- 
tahie Feiguson, du r^meht oanadieh, qu'ii d^ployaft la diloite et ft Favabt 
de Fabatis ; oeUe du dapitaiiie J. B. Dudfa^snay, ft qtii il ordonua d'ddoup^r 
la gauche, eU s'^tendani en m§me temps du 66t6 d6 la tivi<&re, et c^lle du 
capitaine Jucbereiiu Dndbesuay qui, avec eiitiroii 50 ot 60 inilicietis de 
Beauharnais, tat plaofc ^ilifi^rid, eii pbteniid, ft la gaucbis de Fabatis, ^e 
nuinii^ ft pouvoit prendre I'ehtidmi eii flanc, s^il avau^ait oonti^ la miliee 
de BeaubamaiB, sttt la tiit 6i6i^ de k nHUt^. J'otibiadi d6 dire <}tt'il 

T 
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y avait environ une vingtaine de sauvages aveo les hommes de la oom- 
pagnie du capitaine Ferguson snr la droite. Le lieutenant-colonel se 
plaga au centre de la ligne du front. II Yoyait alors devant lui un ennemi 
avec lequel il s'^tait deux fois efforc^ d*en venir aux prises depuis le com- 
mencement de cette campagne ; Toccasion tant d^r^ se pr^sentait, et 
r^y^nement a montr^ comment il a su en profiter. Entre I'abatis et al 
premiere ligne ^taient plac^es la companie de Yoltigeurs du capitaine 
Ecuyer et la compagnie l^g^re du capitaine Debartzch, du 5me bataillon 
de la milice incorpor^e, ayant leurs piquets de flanc sur la droite. Un 
gros corps de sauvages, sous le capitaine Lamothe, ^tait r^pandu dans le 
bois, k la droite du capitaine Debartzcb. Le lieutenant-colonel McDonell, 
de I'infanterie l^g^re de Glengarry, se transporta, avec une partie de sa 
brigade l^g^re, de la 3me et 4me lignes k la Ire et la 2me. Tons oes 
mouvements se firent avec une grande rapiditd. 

Sur ces entre&ites, Tennemi commenga k se former dans une grande 
plaine qui aboutissalt presque k une pointe en front de Tabatis. Le g^n^- 
ral Hampton commandait en personne sur la rive gauche de la riviere ; 
il avait avec lui le lOme, le 31me et autres regiments, faisant enviren 
trois mille ou trois mille cinq cents hommes, avec trois escadrons de oavala- 
rie et quatre pieces d'artillerie. N^anmoins, Tartillerie ne fiit pas employ^ 
dans Taction. Un gros parti de Fennemi, se montant k environ quinze 
cents hommes, p^n^tra k travers les bois sur la rive droite de la riviere ; 
il ^tait compost du 4me, 33me, 35me, et des bataiUons de Chasseurs volon- 
taires. Le reste de Tarm^ am^ricaine se formait derri^re la force qui 
^tait sur la rive gauche. 

Pen apr^ que le colonel De Salaberry eut fait les dispositions, comme 
on a d^j^ dit, une forte colonne d*infanterie s'avanga par la plaine au 
devant de \ky et le colonel, voyant que cette colonne s'^tait ezpos^ k §tre 
prise en front et en flanc, avantage qu'il avait attendu quelque temps, il 
tira le premier, et Ton s*aper§ut que son feu avait jet6 bas un offioier k 
cheval ; c'^tait un bon augure. Alors il ordonna au trompette de sonner 
la charge, et aussit6t les compagnies du front firent un feu vif et bien 
dirig^ qui arr^ta quelques minutes la marohe de Tennemi. II demeura 
quelque temps en repos, puis, feisant on tour k gauche, il se forma en 
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ligQe, et dans cette position, iScha plusieurs voltes. N^anmoins, par ce- 
mouvement, le feu de la gauche de sa ligne porta entidrement sur la par-*^ 
tie du bois qui n'^tait pas occupy par nos troupes ; mais . le feu de sa 
droite fut assez fort pour obliger nos piquets k venir clierclier un abri' 
derridre Tabatis. L'ennemi prit ce mouvement pour le commencement 
d*une retraite, et fut bien tromp^, car il ne put s'emparer d*un pouce de- 
Tabatis. Les huzzas retentissaient d'un bout ^ Pautre de son arm^e: 
mais nous ne lui c^dSmes pas m§me dans le combat de oris ; nos compa- 
gnies du front cri^rent k leur tour, et les huzzas furent r^p^t^s parcelles 
de la queue, et ensuite par les troupes de la premiere ligne, qui fit jouer les 
trompettes dans toutes les directions pour porter Tennemi k croire que 
nous ^tions en plus grand nombre. Cette ruse de guerre eut Teflfet d^sir6, 
car nous avons ensuite appris des prisonniers qu'ils estimaient notr& 
force ^ 6 ou 7000 hommes. Apr^s ces clameurs mutuelles, on tira pen- 
dant quelques voltes de part et d'autre. L'ennemi n'essaya pas une 
fois de p^n^trer dans I'abatis. II continua cependant son feu, qui fut 
, rendu k propos, particuli^rement par ceux de la gauche. Pen apr^s, 
il commenga k se ralentir, comme si Tattention de Tennemi elit ^te dirig^ 
de Tautre c6t^ de la riviere. Lk les trompettes, qui ^taient au front, 
donn^rent le signal d*avancer, en consequence de quelques manoeuvres, et 
le lieutenant-colonel McDonell, curieux d^ajouter de nouveaux lauriers k 
ceux qu'il avait d^j^ cueillis k Ogdensburgh, vint de la premiere et 
seconde ligne avec la compagnie du capitaine L^vesque, comme je crois, 
et une autre. 

Vers la fin de Tengagement sur la rive gauche, Fennemi qui, sur la 
droite, avait fait reculerlesmiliciensde Beanhamais, commenga sur notre 
gauche un feu vif, qui lui fut rendu par la gauche de la compagnie du 
capt. J. B. Duchesnay et la droite de celle du capitaine Juchereau Du- 
chesnay. Alors le lieutenantrcolonel De Salaberry ordonnaau lieutenant- 
colonel McDonell, qui avait repris sa position, d'emp^her I'ennemi 
d'avanoer. Le capitaine Daly, qui fiit choisi pour ce service, traversa au 
gu^, emmena avec lui les restes de la milice s^dentaire de Fautre c6t^, et 
s*avan§a avec rapidity le long de la riviere. 

Le feu de Fennemi ayant presque cess^ k Fabatis, et le lieutenant^ 
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colonel De Salaberry voyant que raction allait devemr Sj^ri^nse sar la 
droite, laissa aa situation au centre da front et se playa sor la ganolie 
avec les troupes jet^ derri^ eu potence. L4, U monta snr nn gro^ 
trpno d'arbre, et quoique tr^s-ezpos6 an feu de Fennemi, Vexamina de 
sang-froid ayeq la longue-vue. Alors, il donna ses ordres en fran^ais au 
capitaine Daly, et lui enjoignit de r^pondre dans la m^n^e langue, afin 
de n'§tre pas entendn de Tennemi. Le capitaine Daly poussa vaillain- 
ment les ennemis d^yant lui pendant quelque temps ; mais, se ralliant sur 
leurs troupes de derridre, qui ^taient presque en ligne avec la force sur 
la rive gauche, ils attendirent son approche et le regurent a.yec un feu bien 
entretenu. II fut blessi^ d^ Tabord ; nonobstant sa blessure, il continua 
de pousser en ayant avec sa compagnie, et dans le twps qu'il encpurt^ 
geait ses hommes, et par ses paroles et par son ezemple, il fut bless^ 
pour la seconde fois et tpmba. Le capitaine Bruy^^j ^ la milice de 
Beaubamais, fut aussi bless^ dans le m^me temps, mais l(%^rement. 
Leurs honunes, n'^tant plus en ^tat de resistor ik une force si sup^ri- 
eure, furent contraints de reouler, ce qui se fit daus une fort bon ordre, 
sous le commandement du lieutenant Schiller ; et Ton entendit, encore 
une fois, les oris joyeux des enuemis, mais leur joie fut celle d'un mo? 
ment; car ils ne furent pas plutdt arriy^ yis-^-vis de la potence, que, 
par I'ordre du lieutenantrcolpnel; De Salaberry, ks troupes qui se trou- 
vaient 14 firent sur euz un jfeu Yif et bien dirig^, qui les arrSta tout-4<K)up 
dans leur marche bardie et les mit dans la plus grande confusion. Yaine- 
ment tSoh^rent-ils de r^sister; ils se dispers^rent et retrait^rent ayec 
pr^ipitation. 11 ^tait alors environ deux heures et demie de Tapr^midi ; 
et le g^n^ral Hampton, voyant que ses troupefi sur la rive droite ne rdus- 
sissaient pas mieux que celles de la riye gauche, ordonna k ces derni^res 
de retraiter, aprds ^tre demeur^es inactives pendant prds d'une heure, 
bien qu'elles fussent assaillies de tempQ k autre par nps esoarmoucheurs, 
qui ^taicnt parfaitement k convert dans Tabatis. Nos troupes rest^rent 
dans leur position et couchdrent, oette nuit^U, sur le terrain qu'elleaavaient 
occupy durant la joum^. Le lendemain, au ppint da jour, elles furent 
renforc^es par la compagnie de Yoltigeurs du capitaine Bouville et la com- 
QBgnie dc grenadiers du capitiune L^veaquCi du 5me bataiUou de la milioe 
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inoorpor^ et de soizante bomxnes (te la di7pu>ii d^ Beauhmrnau, l^ to^t 
sous le commandement dn lieutenant-oolonel MoDonelL Ce ftU^ e^ 
offioier distinga^ que le lieutenant-oolonel De Qsi^bmj oonfia le floia de 
la d^ense de Tabatis. On poossa de» piquets & deux milles pl^g aTant 
qu'on avait encore fait; la journ^ se pasaa dans Tattente d'une sepond^. 
attaque, mais nul ennemi ne se montra. Sea piquets ^taient posti^ de 
telle Borte qu'une vingtaine d'hommes tomb^rent entre nos mains sui? \^ 
rive droite de la riviere. On trouva aussi, sur oette ni6me rive, une grande 
quantity de fosils, de tambours, de havresacs, de proyisions, eto. Tout 
indiquait fortement dans quel d^rd^e I'enneini avajt ^t^ jeti^'et avait 
effecta^ sa retraite. Nos troupes enterr^nt pluS: de 40 de leura g^is^ 
outre ceuz qu'ik enterr^rent eux-m&nes^ et pavmi lesquels se trouvaient 
deux ou trois offioiers de distinoUon. On tr^aya deux <^eyaux mortft snv 
la rive gauche,, et Fennemi enm^ena dans des^ oharrkMba plusieurs de aes 
blesses de ce cdtd de la rividre. 

Le 28 au matin, le capitaine Lamothei aveo enyir-on 1^ sauvages^ alia 
reoonnaltre I'ennemi, qui, auivant le capport du colonel HugheSi diaa 
ing^nieurs, avait abandonn4 son camp ]# joi^ ]^r^oM^nt. Un parti d#A 
miliciens de Beauharnais, sou^u par le caiNitaine Debartscb, brIdU 
etd^truisit les ponta nouvellement ^[ig^4un mille de Tennemi,^ qai 
avait transpo]|;t^ soncani|> ^ environ une deni-lieuede Pip&r's^Eoo^ 
c'est-d,-dire h environ deux lieues de sa premise posi^n. Le oapitojii^ 
Lamothe p^n^tra dans le b<»s avec ses 8ii)ivages„ et malgr^ rinfi^ruKci^ 
de sa force, cet offioier actif et ss^l^ cfi^agea ui^ combat partid aveo Vmr^ 
nemi, qui eut un bonu^e tUiS et sept blessi^s. 

I^e 30, un parti de obasseurs. sauyage|8| soi^f le oapitaine Pucbap»% 
donna avis que Tennemi ayait, le 29, abapdonn^ son camp ^ Piper' s^JSchhI. 
dans le i^us grand d^rdre, et ^ta^t sur le obemin. des Quatre-Fouroham 

Ipi finit I'exp^dition d¥^,g|$n4ral ^a^)pton centre, le Bas-Canada. J% 
me suis ^tendu dans la description de la sodne du combat, de la posLd^ 
et des mouvements des troupes engage, sans craindre de lasser l^^p^ 
tience du lecteur. Sur un tel siiget, Tattente empress^ d'un public ca^ 
nadien recherchera naturellement avec ansd^t^ toute esp^ce dlnfornudiiq% 
et dans un d^m^l^ aus^i difficile et aosai memorable, il n'est pl^l^ 
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de circonstance, quelque petite qu'elle soit, qui n'ait son int^rSt par- 
ticulier. 

D'apr^s toutes les informations qu'on a pu tirer des prisonniers, il 
paralt que I'intention de Tennemi ^tait de s'avaneer par la riviere de 
Chateauguay jusqu'aux bords du St. Laurent, pour y attendre la co-op^ 
ration du g^n^ral Wilkinson, qui devait prendre Kingston dans sa route 
en descendant ; 

^^ Rustims expectat dum dejluat amnis," 

On a aussi appris des prisonniers que la force de Tennemi se montait k 
7,000 hommes d'infanterie, 400 de cavalerie et 10 oul2 pi^s de canon. 
Le lecteur ^loign^ ou imbu de pr^jug^ ne croira peut-§tre pas que toute 
la force engag^e de notre cdt^ n'exc^dait pas 300 bonimes ; mais c'est le 
fait ; nous I'affirmons sans crainte d'§tre contredit. Le reste de notre 
ann^ 6tait en riservepar derriire, 

II est tout-^fait fiatteur de pouvoir ajouter que ces trois cents hommes 
et leur brave commandant etaient tons Canadiens, ^I'exception du brave 
capitaine Ferguson, de trois hommes de sa compagnie et de trois offi- 
ciers appartenant b, d'autres corps. Qu^on le dise toutes les fois qu'on 
fera mention de la bataille de Ohateauguay, et il faudra que le pr^jug^ 
cache sa t§te hideuse et que les murmures de la malveiHance soient 
6touff(^s par la honte et la confusion. 

Les officiers et soldata engage dans cette journ^e memorable se sent 
tons converts de gloire. Le capitaine Ferguson, de Tinfanterie l^^re du 
raiment canadien, et les deux capitaines Duchesnay se sont grandement 
distingu^s dans le commandement de leurs compagnies respectives et en 
executant plusieurs mouvements difficiles avec autant de sang-froid etde 
pr^ision qu'en un jour de parade. La bravoure du capitaine Daly, de 
la brigade de flanc de la milice, qui conduisit, d la lettre, sa compagnie au 
milieu des ennemis, ne pouvait @tre surpassee. On n'a pas moins 
remarqu^, dans ce combat s^v^re, le courage et la bravoure du capitaine 
Lamothe, du d^partement des sauvages, du lieutenant Pinguet, de 
rinfanterie l^g^re canadienne, du lieutenant et adjudant Hebben, des 
Yoltigeurs, du lieutenant Schiller, de la compagnie du capitaine Daly. 
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Les lieutenants Guy et Johnson, des Yoltigenrs, form^rent leurs piquets 
sur la ligne de defense, apr^s qu'ils se forent retires, et se conduisirent 
avec une grande bravoure durant tout Tengagement Le capitaine 
Eouyer, des Voltigeurs, et le lieut. Powell, de la compagnie du capi- 
taine Ldvesque, se sont fait beauooup d'honnenr par leurs efforts pour 
s' assurer des prisonniers dans les bois, en s'ezposant ^ un p^ril imminent. 
Les capitaines Longtin et Huneau, de la milice de Beauharnais, se sont 
fait remarquer par leur bonne conduite ; le premier se mit k genoux au 
commencement de Taction, fit une courte pri^re avec ses hommes, et 
leur dit, en se relevant, qu^d prisent quHls avaient rempli leur devoir 
envers leur Dieu, ils faisaient leur devoir pour leur Box, Louis Lan- 
glade, Noel Annance et Barlet Lyons, du d^partement des sauvages, 
^taient dans Taction du 26 et Taffaire du 28. Leur conduite a ^\A re- 
marquable durant tout ce temps. 

Je ne passerai pas sous silence les noms des soldats Yincent, Pelletier, 
Vervais, Dubois et Caron, des Voltigeurs, dont quelques-uns travers^rent 
la riviere k la nage, et firent prisonniers ceuz qui refusaient de se rendre. 

A T^ard du lieutenant-colonel De Salaberry, le plus ^goiste doit avouer 
que ses services importants le rendent digne des remerciments et de la 
reconnaissance de sa patrie. 

On ne sait ce qu'on doit admirer d'avantage, ou son courage personnel 
comme individu, ou son habiletd et ses talents comme commandant. 
Nous le voyons, longtemps avant le combat, montrer le plus profond 
jugement dans le choik de sa position et la fortifier ensuite par tons les 
moyens que lui sugg^rent sa sagacity. Nous le voyons, au fort de Taction, 
embrasser tout par des vues grandes et ^tendues, defendant chaque point, 
et pourvoyant k tout accident. Mais son m^rite et celui de sa petite 
armde devient encore plus blatant quand nous r^fi^chissons k T^tat cri- 
tique des temps, immddiatement avant cette brillante victoire. Les 
affaires paraissaient d^sesp^r^ dans le Haut-Oanada ; le d^Couragement 
oommengait k faire sentir ses tristes effets; on nous avait mSme dit, sous 
haute autorit^, ^'que tr^probablement, le moment approchait oii il 
'' serait finalement d^tormin^ si Tattente pr^mptueuse de Tennemi 
'' devait ^tre r^alis^ par Tinvasion et la conqu§te de cette province, on 
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<* iH lie dd^t ti*df«tf§if qnd 1ft d^te dans scm ^tireidsd." Oe moment 
CiH paM : lefl ands de letuf pajhn ee to tttppdttont aveo reeonhaissanoe ; 
Tmpm des itfaira eit SitA^. L'enheim, p<mf tidUd servir d'tine phrase 
i la nidde, a Meil '' pollii^ noli^ isol," mais il a M repouss^ put uii oom- 
fttftii jhi&( Catilbdieiiy & la t8te d'tme koUpe de Oamdiens qui ne de montdit 
fii ft la viiigli^md partia dd la ftiee qtd hiat M^ oppose. 



